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Get ready for 
big Bridgend 
Mashup party! 

(See page 27) 


Woman hit 
her friend 
in the face 
with bottle 


A YOUNG woman 
had six of her teeth 
either damaged or 
knocked out when a 
friend, who was 
holding a bottle, 
struck her in the 
face, writes AJ 
SICLUNA. 


Charlene White has 
already had five months 
of dental treatment and 
will have to undergo 
more, said prosecutor 
David Pugh, at Cardiff 
Crown Court. 

Emma Howard (23) 
pleaded guilty to inflict¬ 
ing grievous bodily harm 
and was jailed for 20 
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months. Howard, of 
Hazel Mead, 

Brynmenyn, was said to 
have convictions for 51 
offences since 2008.. 

These had included 
shoplifting, causing dam¬ 
age, assault, causing 
actual bodily harm, rob¬ 
bery, and assaulting the 
police. 

Said Recorder 

Gwilym Rees: “A 

weapon, a bottle, was 
used, and now, months 
later, the victim is still 
suffering. The injury was 
nasty, and Howard’s pre¬ 
vious convictions are 
very bad.” There were, 
he said, indications that 
she possessed an aggres¬ 
sive nature. 

“The court takes seri¬ 
ously such assaults, such 
violence in our towns.” 

Mr Pugh said that on 
the night of February 2, 
the two had been drink¬ 
ing in the centre of 
Bridgend and got into a 
taxi in Derwen Street. 

There was a disagree¬ 
ment because the driver 
refused to take them. 
Howard, who was hold¬ 
ing a bottle, struck Miss 
White in the face. 

She was taken to the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital, where doctors 
discovered her dental 
condition, cuts and bruis¬ 
ing. 

Howard was arrested, 
and said: “I didn’t do it.” 
A broken bottle and 
blood was found at the 
scene. 

In a victim impact 
statement. Miss White 
said that since the attack, 
she had suffered infec¬ 
tions and was very self- 
aware of her appearance. 

In addition, her diction 
was affected, she had dif¬ 
ficulty eating, and suf¬ 
fered anxiety and depres¬ 
sion. 

(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 12) 


MYNYDD CYNFFIG PROUDLY 
FLIES FLAG FOR FAIRTRADE 



LEFT: 
Pupils at 
Mynydd 
Cynffig 
Infants 
School in 
Kenfig 
Hill are 
proud to 
fly the 
flag for 
Fairtrade. 

(SEE EULL 
STORY ON 
PAGE 12). 


£1.8 MILLION TO 
TACKLE POVERTY 


AN extra £1.8 mil¬ 
lion extra is being 
invested to help 
families in some of 
Bridgend’s most 
disadvantaged 
areas, Communities 
and Tackling 
Poverty Minister, 
Huw Lewis AM, 
announced on 
Monday. 

An Assembly 
spokesperson said that 
capital funding will go 
towards the creation of 
more children’s centres 
and childcare settings in 
Bridgend, “where par¬ 
ents will Ire able to 
access support to cope 
with the pressures of 
poverty. 

The expanded Flying 
Start facilities will pro¬ 
vide parents with servic¬ 
es to help them care for 
their child’s health and 
well being. 

The scheme currently 
supports 18,000 children 
across Wales and the 
Welsh Government 
wants to expand this to 
cover 36,000 children 
and their families. 

There are currently 
140 locations in all parts 
of Wales where parents 
can access Flying Start 
support, and this will be 
expanded with a further 


146 projects. Ministers 
are providing a total of 
£74 million in 2013/14 
to achieve this target, the 
spokesperson reported. 

Flying Start gives eli¬ 
gible parents free part- 
time childcare for two to 
three olds, parenting 
support, an enhanced 
health visitor service and 
help for early language 
development. It supports 
families to look after 
their children’s health 
and wellbeing, working 
in partnership with pri¬ 
mary and community 
healthcare. 

Huw Fewis comment¬ 
ed: “A child’s start in 


life is vital and that is 
why we are prioritising 
early years support, as it 
can make a real differ¬ 
ence. 

“Given the ongoing 
problems of the econo¬ 
my, combined with the 
impact of the UK 
Government’s changes 
to welfare that will 
squeeze some of the 
most vulnerable, we will 
expand Flying Start over 
the next few years - to 
target specific communi¬ 
ties where there are high 
concentrations of fami¬ 
lies living on benefit. 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 12) 


STORE RAID: 

police appeal 

POLICE are appealing to the public for 
help, following a burglary shortly before 
10pm on Wednesday, May 8, when three 
masked men forced their way into the 
Lifestyle Express convenience store on 
High Street, Nantyfyllon, Maesteg. 

They reported that after a brief struggle with the 
proprietor, a black till which contained around £400 
was stolen, and the men made off on foot along Gian 
Yr Afon Terrace. 

Anyone with information is asked to contact 
Detective Sergeant Paul Mason at Bridgend CID on 
01656 679518; on 101 - or anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 (quote reference 
62130137096). 


Exhibition T 
at Wales / j .,p* 
Millennium _JJ 
Centre, in 
Cardiff Bay 

Sunday 19th May 2013 
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3 Fabulous Catwalk Shows 12.00 midday, 1.30pm 
and 3.00pm. Presented by 
Goody bags compliments of House of Fraser 
Over 60 exhibitors featured over 5 rooms 
including our ‘Vintage Room’ 

Fantastic competitions available on the day 
including ‘Win £500 of Wedding Stationery’ 

Pre register on our brand new website and 
receive discounted admission and avoid the 
queues!! Visit our website for details jj; . • 
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EXPOSING THE MYTH THAT WELFARE 
SPENDING RUNNING OUT OF CONTROL 


WESTMINSTER 

ya 1 

NOTEBOOK 


Bridgend MP | 

V \ J 

MADELEINE MOON 

1 V- 

writes an exclusive v 

column from 
Westminster for The 
GEM. 



W E had 

sunshine 

and 

crowds pouring 
into Porthcawl to 
enjoy the weather, 
the light dancing 
on the sea, the ice 
creams and fish 
and chips - a per¬ 
fect bank holiday 
weekend. We 
thought summer 
had arrived! 

By Wednesday, the 
rain and cold had 
returned and the golden 
state coach rumbled 
through wet streets 
towards the Palace of 
Westminster and the 
State opening of 
Parliament. 

The Queen climbed 
the royal staircase to the 
House of Lords past 
members of the 
Household Cavalry in 
dress uniform with 
drawn swords. 


These are the only 
troops to ever carry 
arms in the Palace. 
When we have welcome 
home parades for troops 
returning from 
Afghanistan, none are 
allowed to carry arms. 

This hails back to the 
last time a monarch 
entered the Palace of 
Westminster with armed 
soldiers to arrest MPs 
who were refusing to 
raise taxes for his wars 
and expensive life style. 

Charles I was turned 
away in 1642 and still 
today the door to the 
Commons Chamber is 
shut in the face of Black 
Rod when he comes to 
summons MPs to hear 
the Queen’s Speech. 

Timing was a little 
out this year, and Black 
Rod arrived while mem¬ 
bers were still at morn¬ 
ing prayers and he had 
to linger outside for a 
few moments before he 
could bang on the door 
and demand entrance. 


Each step into the 
Commons chamber, the 
Gentleman Usher of the 
Black Rod, to give him 
his full title, waits for 
the eagerly awaited quip 
from Dennis Skinner. 
My favourite was his 
1988 quip: “Hey up, 
here comes puss in 
boots!” 

The ceremony for the 
state opening dates from 
the Tudor period, but it 
was not until the 
Restoration and the 
reign of Charles II that 
it became the norm for 
the monarch to make a 
speech outlining future 
legislation. Prior to 
this, the Lord 
Chancellor gave the 
speech. 

The tradition has a 
turbulent history. When 
George I opened 
Parliament, he could not 
give the speech because 
he spoke little English. 
Queen Victoria was not 
present for the State 
opening for many years 


after the death of Prince 
Albert. The present 
Queen first opened 
Parliament in 1952, a 
year before her corona¬ 
tion. 

Eor back bench MPs 
like me, the length of 
the Queen’s Speech 
gives an indication of 
how heavy the 
Parliamentary session 
will be. Last year’s 
speech was very short at 
840 words. 

There was little busi¬ 
ness for the House, with 
debating time taken up 
by back bench business 
rather than Government 
legislation. 


This makes for inter¬ 
esting debates, but no 
sense of progress or 
change. Government is 
not held to account 
because there are rarely 
votes in back bench 
business debates. 

Where there are votes, 
they have no influence 
on Government policy. 

So what does the 
coming year bring? I 
have to start by being 
very critical about the 
one piece of Welsh leg¬ 
islation - not legislation 
about jobs, infrastruc¬ 
ture growth or anything 
of benefit to struggling 
families. 


Instead, we have the 
reintroduction of legis¬ 
lation allowing candi¬ 
dates in elections for the 
Welsh Assembly to 
stand on both the first 
past the post and the list 
ballots. Having been 
rejected by voters on 
the first past the post 
election, they are then 
given access to seats in 
the Assembly on the list 
system. 

There was lots of leg¬ 
islation about immigra¬ 
tion and access to wel¬ 
fare benefits. I have 
placed a quiz on my 
website for those who 
want to see the differ¬ 
ence between facts and 
myths about immigra¬ 
tion. The quiz was put 
together by two students 
who worked for a week 
in my constituency 
office to gain work 
experience. 

Eor example, given 
that 230,000 people 
entered the UK to work 
in 2006, how many peo¬ 


ple left to work abroad? 
The answer is 400,000. 

Of the 230,000, over 
55 per cent entered pro¬ 
fessional and manageri¬ 
al jobs for which they 
had contracts prior to 
entering the UK. 

Einally, the myth about 
health tourism is 
exposed with only 0.06 
per cent of the NHS 
budget spent on treat¬ 
ment for foreign nation¬ 
als. 

On the issue of wel¬ 
fare myths, the facts are 
in stark contrast to peo¬ 
ple’s beliefs. Only 0.3 
per cent of households 
have two generations 
that have never worked. 

They could find no 
three-generation house¬ 
holds where no one had 
ever worked. 

There is a myth that 
welfare spending is out 
of control. The reality 
is that welfare today is a 
lower proportion of 
GDP than in the 1990’s. 
Today it is 10.4 per cent 


of GDP, while in the 
1990s it was £12, and in 
the 1980s 11 per cent. 

I am planning to 
place more myth busters 
on my website and in 
newsletters, so that 
everyone can access 
facts before making 
decisions. 

Anyone who would 
like to receive the full 
analysis of the Queen’s 
Speech, or my newslet¬ 
ters on defence, immi¬ 
gration and policing, 
welfare, or environment 
and international devel¬ 
opment, can email me 
at moonm@parlia- 
ment.uk and receive 
these on a regular basis. 

In the meantime, let’s 
hope the sun will return 
and the lavish spending 
on sun tan lotion and 
barbecues of last week¬ 
end’s bank holiday will 
not have been wasted. A 
long warm and sunny 
summer is one myth I 
don’t want to bust! 


Businesswoman is in 
line for Wales award 


A LOCAL busi¬ 
nesswoman has 
won through to the 
short list for this 
year’s Leading 
Wales Awards. 

Shirley Davis-Eox, 
managing director of 
ISA Training at Pencoed 
has been nominated in 
the Woman in 
Leadership category, 
supported by the compa¬ 
ny’s business develop¬ 
ment manager. Dawn 
Elliott, for her inspira¬ 
tional leadership of the 
hairdressing and beauty 
training provider. 

In addition to leading 
ISA Training, Shirley 
also represents Wales on 
the Hairdressing Council 
and is the country’s 
WorldSkills Ambassador 
for hairdressing. 

Later this month, 10 
hairdressing and beauty 
apprentices and two 
assessors from ISA 
Training will fly to 
Tarragona, Spain for a 
pioneering work experi¬ 
ence placement funded 
by the European 
Commission’s Leonardo 
Programme. 

Barbara Chidgey, 
spokesperson for the 
Leading Wales Awards, 
said: “There is a lot of 
talk about the impor¬ 
tance and impact of 
leadership in today’s 
society, our role (the 
Leading Wales Awards) 
however is to uncover 
and celebrate real life 
examples of leadership 
in Wales that have 



Shirley Davis-Fox. 
touched people’s lives. 

“Once again, we have 
reached out to a lot more 
people across Wales and 
we’ve had a large 
response, with nomina¬ 
tions coming in from all 
parts of Wales and from 
a fascinating variety of 


leadership roles. To read 
the nominations of so 
many individuals who 
passionately lead their 
teams or organisations to 
make a real difference is 
inspirational and uplift¬ 
ing.” 

Dawn Elliott said: 
“Shirley is an inspira¬ 
tional leader with amaz¬ 
ing strength and 
resilience. She is tireless 
in support of her staff 
and the industry, always 
going the extra mile to 
ensure that the sector is 
meaningfully represent¬ 
ed and never under¬ 
mined.” 

The winners will be 
announced at the Hilton, 
Cardiff on Thursday, 
May 23. 


Art society member 
donates paintings 



COYCHURCH W1 HEARS OF 
AN ACTION-PACKED DIARY 


PRESIDENT 
Sandra Davidson 
welcomed Hilda 
Jane Jenkins and 
34 members to 
Coychurch WI 
AGM and resolu¬ 
tion meeting. 

The business of the 
evening included bal¬ 
ance of the trip to 
London to be paid at the 
July meeting; details of 
coaches booked for the 
skittles evening; and to 
celebrate our 95th 
anniversary, the June 
‘garden party’ to be held 
in Bryngarw Park on 


Bridgend Soroptimists^ 
fundraising success 

Bridgend Soroptimists had a very successful 
day at the recent fair with their sell-out tombo¬ 
la, which raised funds for the Noah's Arc 
appeal and Y Bwthyn hospice. 


June 25. 

Information was 
given on the GEWI gar¬ 
den party to take place 
in Margam Park, and 
also the 90th anniver¬ 
sary ‘Banner Eestival 
Evening’ in St David’s 
Hall on December 2. 

A raspberry picking 
afternoon is arranged 
for July 2, followed by 
an evening meal at the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr Golf 
Club. The winner of the 
re-draw for a Denman 
bursary was Ann Lewis. 

A discussion took 
place on this year’s res¬ 
olution ‘The decline of 
the High Street’ - with 
members of differing 
opinions taking a lively 
and active part. 

Officers presented 
their annual reports: 
Einance, Penny 
Gregory; secretary. Sue 
Elworthy; and president. 


Sandra Davidson, who 
thanked the committee 
and members for their 
support during the last 
year. Hilda Jane 
Jenkins guided the nom¬ 
ination for the presiden¬ 
cy, and Sandra 
Davidson agreed to con¬ 
tinue in her role. A pres¬ 
entation was made to 
retiring committee 
member Ann Taylor. 

Twelve members 
attended the annual 
GEWI spring council 
meeting held in the 
Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl on April 29. 
Special guest Adam 
Henson gave a most 


Robert Taylor with the helicopter crew. 

A PORTHCAWL Art 
Society member, 
Robert Taylor, has 
donated two paint¬ 
ings to the 
Lincolnshire and 
Nottinghamshire Air 
Ambulance. 

These are to be made 
into prints and 
Christmas cards to aid 
their funds. 

Robert has previously 
donated paintings to the 
Wales Air Ambulance, 
Healing the Wounds 
RAFA, and is currently 
working on a painting 
for Help for Heroes. 

Displays of work by 
local artists are on dis¬ 
play throughout the 
week at the Old Police 
Station, John Street, 
Porthcawl. They exhibit 
in the street on fine 
Saturdays during the 


interesting talk and 
powerpoint presentation 
on his upbringing and 
career to a full house of 
646 members. 

The next meeting 
will be on June 4 in the 
Williams Memorial Hall 
at 7.30pm, and the topic 
of guest speaker Rhian 
Williams, solicitor, will 
be ‘Wills, Power of 
Attorney.’ Guests and 
new members welcome. 

Congratulations to 
The GEM on last week’s 
30th anniversary publi¬ 
cation - excellent read¬ 
ing! 

JANET 

JAMES 


Did you know you 
can read 

your GEM online? 

bridgend-today. co. uk 


If anyone would like 
to join, go along on 
Wednesday's at 1.30pm - 
3pm, or on Thursdays 
from 7pm - 9pm. 


SUPPORT 
SERVICE FOR 
DEAF PEOPLE 


A NEW monthly 
support service for 
deaf and hard of 
hearing people to 
meet with a council 
social worker who 
uses British Sign 
Language (BSL) 
began at Civic 
Offices, Bridgend, 
last week. 

The Eace-to-Eace sup¬ 
port service, co-ordinated 
by BCBC’s adult social 
care team, offers help 
with understanding let¬ 
ters, filling in applica¬ 
tions including housing 
and Disability Living 
Allowance, questions 
about equipment for deaf 
and hard of hearing peo¬ 
ple and support required 
at home. 

Deputy Leader and 
BCBC equalities cham¬ 
pion Coun David Sage, 
said: “The council pro¬ 


vides a wide range of 
vital services for all 
members of the commu¬ 
nity and we are commit¬ 
ted to continuously 
improving the accessibil¬ 
ity of these services for 
everyone. 

“Application forms 
and letters can be daunt¬ 
ing for anyone, so it’s 
great that the support we 
can give is being extend¬ 
ed to the deaf and hard of 
hearing members of our 
community by our Adult 
Social Care team.” 

To find out more about 
the Face-to-Face session 
or to book a slot, call 
Matt Watts on 01656 
643643 (insert 18001 
before the number for the 
Text Relay service if 
using a text phone), SMS 
text message 07581 
157014 or email talk- 
tous@bridgend.gov. uk. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL MAY 23) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

16Thur 

10.54 

8.2 

23.11 

8.1 

17 Fri 

11.42 

7.9 

23.57 

7.8 

18 Sat 



12.37 

7.6 

19 Sun 

01.07 

7.6 

13.51 

7.5 

20 Mon 

02.19 

7.7 

15.03 

7.8 

21 Tues 

03.29 

8.1 

16.06 

8.2 

22 Wed 

04.27 

8.5 

17.02 

8.8 

23Thur 

05.23 

9.1 

17.53 

9.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should always check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 
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ARCHBISHOP OF WALES DEDICATES A 
NEW WAR MEMORIAL AT CEFN CRIBWR 





A CONCERT 
FOR ‘MBALE’ 


PORTHCAWL- 
based group 
‘Adrian’s Wall’ led 
by former Welsh 
Ambulance Service 
(WAS) paramedic 
Adrian Hooper on 
keyboards, and fea¬ 
turing paramedic 
officer Gerard 
Rothwell on drums 
(both of whom now 
run the public access 
defibrillator scheme 
- PADS - on behalf 
of WAS) will be gig¬ 
ging at Porthcawl 
Pavilion on 
Saturday, June 22. 

They will raise funds 
for the PONT 
(Partnerships Overseas 
Networking Trust) char¬ 
ity, in particular for the 
work being done by the 
Welsh Ambulance 
Service (WAS) in 
improving healthcare in 
the Mbale region of 
Uganda. 

Adrian said: “It’s a 
great privilege to be 
invited to raise funds for 
the ambulance service 
in Mbale and we hope 


Adrian Hooper 
playing bass. 

that we can provide an 
evening that people can 
enjoy, whilst also rais¬ 
ing the profile of what 
is needed out in 
Uganda.” 

The band features 
two drummers and two 
keyboard players in its 
line-up. 

Tickets £5, available 
from Celtic Camera 
Centre, Bridgend Indoor 
Market, or call 01656 
679798. 


Insight into 
life in India 


ON April 18, two 
speakers born in 
India made a tasty 
contribution to the 
Coychurch coffee 
morning. 

One speaker spoke on 
the Indian subcontinent, 
encompassing many cul¬ 
tures and religions. 

She talked about the 
food, much of it vegetar¬ 
ian and based on indige¬ 
nous plants. 

She brought some of 
the plants and explained 
their use and medicinal 
value. 


She also had some 
Saris for people to try on. 

The other speaker had 
prepared delicious Indian 
snacks, which were much 
appreciated by everyone. 

On May 2 a Speaker 
from Bridgend Carers, 
part of the Princess 
Royal Trust for Carers, 
described respite facili¬ 
ties available to Carers in 
Bridgend, and also social 
events. 

For more information, 
contact 01656 658479, 
or email 

enquiries @ bridgendcar- 
ers.co.uk. 


AS we reported in 
last week’s GEM, 
the community of 
Cefn Cribwr formal¬ 
ly opened its new 
war memorial on 
May 4, at a service 
conducted by the 
Archbishop of 
Wales, Dr Barry 
Morgan. 

The parade and serv¬ 
ice was also attended by 
the First Minster, 

Carwyn Jones AM, the 
Deputy Lord Lieutenant, 
Mrs. Liz Singer, the High 
Sheriff, Rory McLaggan, 
Canon Philip Masson, 
and many other digni¬ 
taries. 

Until the war memori¬ 
al was completed, the 
sacrifices of villagers in 
the two World Wars were 
recorded on a weathered 
plaque on the bus shel¬ 
ter. 

The new edifice, 
sculpted by Naomi 
Leeke, now looks out 
over the Bristol Channel 
and, at 4.5 metre tall, is 
a dominant feature in 
the village. 


WT. WUL 
REMEMBER THEM 

V . J 


Storytelling circle is 
shortlisted for a 
top national award 


A COWBRIDGE 
storytelling circle 
has been shortlist¬ 
ed for a prestigious 
national award at 
the 2013 Biffa 
Awards, which 
recognise people 
who transform 


Laughter, song, 
resolution, and 
a birthday meal 


T he May 
meeting of 
Sker WI was 
held recently at St 
David’s Church 
Hall, Nottage, when 
president Nina 
Charlesworth wel¬ 
comed 40 mem¬ 
bers. 

The link meeting 
went very well and 
everyone enjoyed Mrs 
Yvonne Rees’s amusing 
talk about her aunt, and 
the auction that Mrs 
Rees attended. 

The drama group, 
who were dressed in 
country and western 
clothes, entertained us 
with various songs and 
sketches, which went 
down very well. 

The birthday meal at 
the Masonic Home was 
enjoyed by all and the 
choir Sounds Familiar 
gave a very good per¬ 
formance. 

The resolution was 
discussed at length and 
it was unanimously 
agreed that something 


should be done about 
the decline in our high 
streets. 

The AGM then fol¬ 
lowed with the secre¬ 
tary, treasurer and pres¬ 
ident giving their 
respective reports on 
the activities over the 
past eighteen months. 

The president Nina 
Charlesworth was not 
standing for committee 
and thanked everyone 
for their support over 
the years. 

The secretary and 
treasurer were re-elect¬ 
ed and Nora Williams 
voted as the new presi¬ 
dent. 

The next meeting 
will be held on 
Thursday, June 13, 
when the speaker, Mr 
Allan Jones, will give a 
talk on ‘Wenglish’. 

Anyone wishing to 
join us is very wel¬ 
come. 

ANN 

VIPOND 


their communities 
and improve the 
environment 
through Biffa 
Award funded 
projects. 

The ‘Children's 
Outdoor Story-telling 
Circle’ project, deliv¬ 
ered by the Cowbridge 
Charter Trust, will now 
compete against three 
other projects from 
across the country for 
the chance to be named 
winner of the ‘Small 
Grants’ category, and 
receive a £2,000 prize. 

Cowbridge Charter 
Trust originally received 
£5,000 in funding from 
Biffa Award to create a 
storytelling circle, locat¬ 
ed between the library 
and nursery as part of 
the restoration and 
development of the Old 
Hall Grounds. 

The circle, which 
comprises a storytelling 
chair and nine three- 
seater benches, is used 
for storytelling sessions, 
as well as a base for 
additional talks deliv¬ 
ered by local historians 
about the local natural 


and historic heritage. 

After being complet¬ 
ed in the last financial 
year, the project was 
entered in this year’s 
Biffa Awards, in the 
small grants category. 

“Competition was 
fierce, with more than 
240 projects eligible to 
enter the awards under 
five different categories: 
Community Buildings, 
Cultural Facilities, 
Rebuilding Biodiversity, 
Recreation and Small 
Grants” a Biffa Award 
spokesperson said. 

The Biffa Awards 
ceremony 2013 will be 
held on September 24, 
at ThinkTank, 
Birmingham Science 
Museum, where the 
winners will be 
announced. Category 
winners will each 
receive a trophy and 
prize money of £2,000, 
which can be used to 
further develop their 
project. Each winner 
then has the chance of 
being crowned the 
Overall Winner for 
2013, receiving a fur¬ 
ther £1,000 prize. 




Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your homel 
Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 
01656 349296 bridgend@timeforyou.co.uk 
01443 625019 Miskin, Nr Cowbridge 


www.timeforyou.co.uk 


Photographs hy KEITH E MORGAN 
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Sold-out launch for 
Bridgend Arts Ltd 



BRIDGEND Arts Ltd was launched on 
May 2 - with a sold-out event, ‘Quartet 
@ The Barbers’. 

A quartet of acts entertained the crowd who 
stepped over the threshold of CF Hills Men’s 
Hairdressers on Wyndham Street on Thursday 
night, including local filmmaker Simon Huntley, 
all-female choral group Heavenly, PechaKucha 
from Bridgend Arts, and drumming group Weapons 
of Mass Percussion. 

Santorifilms’ Simon Huntley showed a selection 
of his work, including music videos for The Blims, 
of which popular ‘Side Steps and Side Burns’ went 
viral in 2012 for the Welsh Grand Slam, and his 
recent video for Tiptoe, a poem by Rhian Edwards 
(Bridgend Arts Ltd; Aberystwyth Arts Centre), 
which was filmed in Bridgend town centre. 

BARBER SHOP TALES 

Coity-based choral group Heavenly, run by 
Rachel Ashong-Quinn (Bridgend Arts Ltd; Lloyds 
TSB Bank PLC; RWCMD), regaled the audience 
with 1940s hits and stories of the barber shop, 
which has been owned by the same family for 100 
years. 

Bridgend Arts Ltd’s Harriet Hopkins gave a 
PechaKucha, a Japanese form of presenting, where 
20 slides are shown for just 20 seconds, about her 
love for Bridgend and her desire to get the residents 
of Bridgend thinking positively about the town and 


Who will give 
Bolt a home? 


The GEM is in partnership with the 
Dog’s Trust to find caring homes for 
animals in their charge at Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
(Telephone: 01656 725219) 



BOLT is a two- 
year-old grey¬ 
hound, and is possi¬ 
bly the most hand¬ 
some dog at the 
Bridgend 
Rehoming Centre 
at the moment! 

He is very sweet, and 
really loves cuddles and 
kisses, walks, and a good 
game of fetch to tire him 
out before a snooze on 
his bed. 

He is looking for an 
owner who will help him 


build his confidence 
with some fun, reward- 
based training. He would 
love to live with another 
similar sized dog in an 
adult-only home. 

If you can offer Bolt a 
home, please call the 
centre on 01656 725219 
or pop in to Dogs Trust, 
Court Colman, Pen-y- 
Lai, Bridgend. Bolt and 
some of his friends are 
on the website, 
WWW.dogstrust.org. uk 
LINDA FEAGAN, 
Supporter Relations 
Officer, Bridgend 


surrounding areas. 

The PechaKucha ended with a challenge to the 
audience, and Bridgend at large, to respond to the 
statement ‘I love Bridgend because... ’ in whichev¬ 
er way they liked, whether through words, social 
media forms, or art. Members of Weapons of Mass 
Percussion ended the evening with a series of 
rhythms, giving a quick lesson in the various tones 
of the drums and leading the audience in some par¬ 
ticipation, including a very quick waltz. 

All audience members expressed how impressed 
they were with the event, with local cake maker 
Clare Morris saying: “It was really different. It’s 
good to see something new and different happening 
in the evenings in Bridgend. I can’t wait for the 
next one!” 


Samoan tenors in 
charity concert 


TWO Samoan tenors 
with an extraordinary 
story will be appear¬ 
ing at an Evening of 
Music on May 22 in 
All Saints Church, 
Porthcawl, to raise 
money for homeless 
charity, Emmaus, 
south Wales. 

Pene Pati (24) was the 
2012 winner of the Bel 
Canto Award in Sydney, 
Australia. His brother, 
Amita, won the 2012 
Lexus Song Quest - a 
competition that has 
helped launch the 
careers of some of the 
country’s top opera 
singers. 

The pair, together 
with Samoan baritone 
Moses Mackay, toured 
New Zealand and Samoa 
to raise the $120,000 
they need to study in 
Cardiff under Denis 
O’Neill’s tutelage at his 
famous International 
Academy of Voice. 

Justin Horton, director 
of Emmaus, south Wales 
said: “We are so fortu¬ 


nate to have such presti¬ 
gious and talented 
singers appearing at our 
fundraising concert in 
Porthcawl. 

“I really hope that the 
people of Porthcawl turn 
out to witness what 
promises to be a stun¬ 
ning evening provided 
by our visitors and 
homegrown musicians”. 

Joining them on stage 
at 7pm, will be children 
from Nottage Primary 
School Choir, Porthcawl 
Male Voice Choir and 
Porthcawl singers from 
The Urdd. The event 
will be hosted by Welsh 
comedian, Steve Saint. 

Tickets £7, with con¬ 
cessions £5, and children 
(under 14) admitted free. 

More details at 
WWW. emmaussouth 
wales.org.uk, email 
events @ emmaussouth 
wales.org.uk, phone on 
02920 710880, or at 
Emmaus shops in Nolton 
Street, Bridgend, and 
New Road, Porthcawl. 


PORTHCAWL WI 
IS TAKING OFF! 


THE Porthcawl WI formed back in 
November and is gradually increasing in 
numbers, with guest speakers each 
month and social events. 

There are various trips planned for the forthcom¬ 
ing year, which gives members a chance to meet 
others from local WIs. 

We give a warm welcome to any new members, 
who could perhaps bring fresh and innovative 
ideas to our WI. 

We meet every fourth Thursday of the month at 
2pm at All Saints Church Hall, Victoria Avenue, 
Porthcawl. 

For more information contact (07929 127593). 

GS 


RIGHT: 
Sandra 
Townsend 
and 
Laurence 
Chilcott, 
from 
Porthcawl 
Rotary 
Club, with 
pupils 
Tim 
Goldsmith, 
Stefan 
Farmer and 
Katie 
Brown, 



SchooFs ‘junior Rotarians’ 
help African schools 
with literacy equipment 


MEMBERS of the Interact 
Club at St John’s School, 
Porthcawl, are all too aware 
that it is easy to take the 
provision of basic school 
equipment for granted, but 
in the developing countries 
of the world this is certainly 
not the case. 

When they learnt about 
‘Literacy in a Box’, the 


Interactors set themselves a tar¬ 
get to raise enough money to buy 
one, and at a recent school 
assembly. Interact president, 
Katie Brown presented Rotary lit¬ 
eracy officer, Sandra Townsend, 
with a cheque to do just that. 

The large brightly-coloured 
‘Literacy Box’ will be filled with 
basic resources such as exercise 
books, rulers, pencils and chalk, 
as well as balls and other sports 


equipment. 

The boxes are filled with suffi¬ 
cient resources for a class of 25 
pupils and sent to Zambia, where 
there is desperate need for such 
basic equipment. 

Fifteen schools in Zambia have 
already received 258 such boxes, 
helping over 6,000 children, and 
Rotary plan to extend this work in 
other developing countries. 


Month of events planned 
for Maesteg’s Gwyl festival 


A MONTH of 
events and activi¬ 
ties are planned in 
Maesteg to cele¬ 
brate the Gwyl 
Festival (May 18 to 
June 15). 

It all starts this 
Saturday (May 18) at 
3pm with a ‘Band day’ 
in the Star Hotel (free 
entry). 

The following day, 
Sunday, May 19, the 
town’s ‘Party in the 
Park’ goes ahead from 
12 noon to 10pm, in 
Maesteg Welfare Park. 

Tickets for this are 
available from Travella 
(adult £6, children, 5 to 
15, £4). 

On Monday, May 20, 
in the town hall, an 
exhibition to commem¬ 
orate 100 years of 
Maesteg Community 
Hospital will open at 
7pm. 

Entry is free and it 
will be open until 
Friday, May 24 
10am-4pm). 

On Saturday May 25, 
at 7pm in the town hall, 
Maesteg Operatic and 
Llynfi Valley Drama 
presents a ‘Grand 
Evening of Music and 
Plays’. 

Tickets are available 
from the town hall 
booking office or on 
line at maesteg town 
hall.com 

Another exhibition, 
running from Tuesday, 
May 28, to Friday, May 
31, again at the town 
hall, charts the ‘Llynfi 
Valley Industrial 
Heritage’. 


Entry will be free, 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday 10am to 
4pm, and on Thursday, 
10am to 7.30 pm. 

On Saturday, June 1, 
at 6pm, the town hall 
features ‘A Feast of 
Musical Talent’ with 
local choirs. 

Tickets are available 
from the town hall 
booking office or on 
line at maesteg town 
hall.com 

On Sunday, June 2, 
2pm-5pm, there is a 
family fun day, in part¬ 
nership with the Friends 
of Maesteg Welfare 
Park. 

New paths, a bridge 
and pond, will be open, 
and there will be vari¬ 
ous activities in the 
park for the children, 
including planting bee- 
friendly garden wild- 
flowers, a treasure hunt, 
fun races; displays, 
refreshments, and cakes 
in the pavilion. 

On Monday, June 3, 
there will be 
Coronation Jubilee cel¬ 
ebrations for primary 
school children in the 
town hall, from 
10.15am- 2.15pm, for 
nursery and infant 
pupils. 

Junior school pupils 
will have their celebra¬ 
tions the following day 
(Tuesday). 

The annual art socie¬ 
ty exhibition takes 
place on Thursday and 
Friday (June 6 and 7), 
in the town hall. 10am 
to 4pm. Entry is free. 

On-Saturday, June 8, 
from 10am to 3 pm in 


the town hall, there will 
be a craft and food fair. 
Entry is free. 

In the evening, a 
Gymanfu Ganu takes 
place in the town hall at 
6.30pm. 

On Sunday, June 9, 
Maesteg Golf Club is 
holding a ‘Festival 
Open’ .Tee times are 
available from 9am to 
3pm. 

Bookings must be 
made by June 2. 
Telephone the club pro¬ 
fessional, Gareth Law, 
on 01656 812003 for 
details. 

On Tuesday, June 11, 
at 10am, meet at 
Maesteg Sports Centre 
for a walk entitled, 
‘Walk our Industrial 
Heritage Trail’ led by 
Roy Meredith. 

On Wednesday, 12th 
June, at 2pm, the town 
hall hosts an afternoon 
tea for local senior citi¬ 
zen groups. 

Entertainment will be 
provided by the town’s 


HERE are this week’s 
four offerings: 

1. Mercedes 
McCambridge provides 
the voice of the title role 
of which 1973 famous 
horror movie? 

2. In 2004, who 
became the first brother 
and sister to each have 
had solo No 1 single hits 
in the UK? 

3. Which renowned 
horse racing trainer 
retired in 2006 with 


primary schoolchildren. 

On Friday, June 14, 
Maesteg Welfare Park 
hosts a primary school 
TAG rugby tournament 
for year-3 and year-4 
children. 

On Saturday, June 
15, from 3pm to 
7.30pm in the town 
hall, ‘Maesteg’s Got 
Talent’ will take place. 
Semi professionals are 
excluded from this 
event. Contestants 
should register by May 
31 - full details are 
available from Maesteg 
Town Council. 

Finally, at 7.30pm, 
again in the town hall, 
the ‘Grand Festival 
Finale’ - featuring the 
Maesteg Gleemen male 
voice choir takes place. 

Tickets (adults £3, 
children £2) are avail¬ 
able from the town hall 
booking office or on 
line at maesteg town 
hall.com 


4,182 winners in a 
career? 

4. Which actor has 
written autobiographies 
called Tall, Dark and 
Gruesome and Lord of 
Misrulel 

A Rudge 
(Hon Sec BGQL) 
'dd'j Adqdofsuqj 'p 
'odifi upjvpi 'g 
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QUIZ LEAGUE 
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‘FEWER YOUNG PEOPLE 
ARE COMING FORWARD... ’ 

Doctors’ warning as 
MMR jabs decline 


A SUDDEN drop in 
the numbers of 
young people com¬ 
ing forward to have 
the MMR vaccina¬ 
tion is worrying 
doctors. 

As the number of 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


from 


and rubella. 

The spokeswoman 
added: “It is important to 
point out the Health 


measles. He said: “The introduc- 
Unfortunately, this is not tion of the MMR in 1988 
dramatically reduced the 
and number of measles cases 


the case. 

“The quality 

effectiveness of single and deaths, 
vaccines in protecting “Unfortunately, 
measles cases“continue to individuals from measles 1997, unfounded 


also reported that in 2012 
there were 65 confirmed 
in cases of rubella (German 
and Measles) in England and 


nse m the Abertawe Bro unknown. However, totally flawed research Wales - the highest num- 
Morgannwg (ABM) area vaccination is frightened parents into ber since 1999. 

there has been a rapid licensed and regulated thinking the MMR 
decline. 


“Rubella is particular- 


to “ “ moteci ““aS 0?' m?asTes ' casT and P^®S"“‘ 

A spokeswoman said protect ^ measles cases and , • , 

u having alreadv nieasles is supported by deaths began to nse. 


measles cases in the 
Swansea outbreak has 


women and their unborn 
“The MMR is the only buby, as in the first 
vaccination for which we trimester of pregnancy it 
“For these reasons have proof it provides increases the chance of 
alone, I urge all parents effective and safe protec- losing the baby, and in 

surviving babies there is 
^ ^ a 90 per cent chance of 

s a y ’ developing a condition 

I c\\\7c\re^ nt thp npvfiQ- ^ ® 

called Congenital 

Rubella Syndrome, 

ual and their family, where the baby has mul- 


that, having already . , j i-* • i j 
given over 7 500 vacci- mdei^ndent clinical and 
Llions al weekend saenlific evidence. 

MMR drop-in clinics 

nvpr the nast fniir weeks ^ paicms ciicuuvc aiiu saic piuicu- 

doctors Le verv con’ whose children have not tion against measles 
, ^ , , had two MMR to have mumps and rubella, 

ihem vaccinated. There 

guarantee they are well aware of the devas- 


only 381 vaccinations 

were given. protected against measles tating effect these dis 

e number ot they’ve only had the eases have on an individ- 
single vaccine. 


“Having the MMR in Please do not settle for tiple problems, including 


explained: 

ticularly 


‘We are par- 
concerned 


MMR one calendar 
month ago to return to 


now reached with addition to other vaccina- anything less than the cataracts, hearing 

hHng^?n^8 tions is perfectly safe and MMR for protection.” defects, heart problems 

uemg lu lo yecu ^ay to ensure Doctors are reminding infinmmntinn nf thp 

Dr Sara Hayes ABM best possible protection those who had their first 
director of Public Health, against three serious dis- MMR one calendar 7 . ^ 

MMR drop-in clinics 
will be held again this 
Saturday (May 18), Warn 
- 4pm at the following 
for their hospitals: Princess of 
o ensure Wales, Bridgend; Neath 
to you by having the best possible protection singleton; 

against measles, mumps andMorriston. 


against three serious dis¬ 
eases, 

“My message is if you this weekend’s drop-in 
because our records born after 1970 and clinics, running at the 
show there are 9,0()0 have not had two doses four main hospitals from 
four-to-18 year olds in gf mMR please protect 10am to 4pm, for their 
the ABM area who have yourself and those close second MMR to ensure 


not had their MMR. 

“We understand par- MMRnow.' 
ents may have given their 


The advice given by 
children the single Dr Hayes is echoed by 
measles jab thinking this local GP Dr Dai Lloyd, 
means they are protected 


Communication breakdown 
AS part of the Siaradwn Ni - Let’s Talk 
Big Lottery-funded programme, Yellow 
Wales in Maesteg is holding a free-of- 
charge accredited two day listening skills 
course on June 10 and June 14 from 9am 
- 3pm. 

Designed to increase your ability to hear what is 
being said and to respond appropriately, this two 
day course for anyone aged 16 and over will be of 
particular benefit to volunteers or employees work¬ 
ing with individuals or community groups of any 
age. 

Call 01656 737494 or email enquiries @yel- 
lowwales org.uk. 


Local MP answers 
pupils’ questions 
about Parliament 


BRIDGEND MP 
Madeleine Moon 
was invited to 
Newton and 
Trelales Primary 
Schools last week to 
talk to pupils about 
parliamentary life. 

Afterwards, she said: 
“It makes my week to go 
into schools and chat 
with the pupils. Taking 


ithcjbusinessccntrc 
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my quiz along to 
Newton and Trelales 
Primary Schools gave 
me the chance to 
explain to pupils about 
my job as a Member of 
Parliament and what I 
do. 

“The year-6 pupils 
were a delight, were 
amazed to hear of the 
customs in Parliament 
that exist today, and 
asked some very inter¬ 
esting questions. A 
pupil in Newton 
Primary asked what had 
been my favourite 
debate so far. 

“I told them it was a 
maggot debridement 
therapy debate, which 
had them squirming in 
their seats. 

“Trelales pupils 
asked about which 
countries had I travelled 
to as an MP and had I 
met the Queen and the 
late Mrs Thatcher? I 
feel it is important that 
pupils meet with their 
Member of Parliament 
and to know that he or 
she is not a distant fig¬ 
ure, but someone they 
can come and talk to for 
help and advice. 

“I am visiting many 
other schools in the next 
few months with my quiz 
and thoroughly enjoy 
the many questions from 
inquisitive pupils eager 
to know all about 
Parliament. ” 


Booklet tells the story of 
29 men lost in conflict 


Photographs by 

KEITH E MORGAN 







ABOVE: Sculptor Naomi Leeke 
at the memorial with landscape 
architect Geoff Whittington. 


A BOOKLET has 
been published as a 
companion piece to 
the new war memori¬ 
al at Cefn Cribwr 
(see article on page 3) 

The new memorial 
carries 15 names of 
those who perished dur¬ 
ing The Great War and 
14 from the Second 
World War. 

Mrs Ceri Griffiths of 
Cefn Cribwr, on behalf 
of the community coun¬ 
cil, prepared a booklet 
that honours these war 
dead. 

The title is We Will 
Remember Them and, in 
the booklet, Ceri has 
built up a picture of 
those commemorated on 
the war memorial and 
has researched informa¬ 
tion and photographs 
concerning each person 
whose name is engraved 


on the respective memo¬ 
rial tablets. 

The surname 
‘Grabham’ is a familiar 
one in Bridgend county 
borough and the booklet 
notes that two 
Grabhams were lost - 
one in each war. 

Justyn Grabham 
joined the RAF and 
fought and survived the 
Battle of Britain - only 
to die in 1942 in action 
over Malta. 

Jack Grabham, the 
booklet tells us, joined 
up in 1915 and almost 
survived the entire Great 
War - tragically perish¬ 
ing in August 1918. 

There are 27 other 
sons of Cefn Cribwr in 
the booklet, and each 
one now has his story 
preserved for posterity. 

PHILIP IRWIN 


TRACING 
GROWTH OF 
DYFFRYN 


ON May 8, 
Cowbridge U3A 
was informed of 
remarkable 
progress being 
made at Dyffryn 
Gardens by Gerry 
Donovan, who has 
held various roles as 
project manager of 
the buildings and 
gardens for 16 
years. 

She talked about the 
National Trust in Wales 
and its various sites, 
before moving on to the 
history of the different 
activities of the extended 
Cory family both as cap¬ 
italists and plant hunters, 
including the setting up 
of the Chelsea Flower 
Show. 

There was an attempt 
to create a garden village 
at Peterston Super Ely on 
part of the estate, which 
although started impres¬ 


sively, was abandoned in 
the 1930s due to 
approaching world war 
and economic constraint. 

Gerry also mentioned 
the ‘garden rooms’ and 
1920s watercolours that 
deserve more recognition 
than storage in museums. 

New developments 
include expanded cater¬ 
ing, education facilities 
and the walled gardens. 
An outstanding develop¬ 
ment has been the 
glasshouse reconstruc¬ 
tion. 

A vote of thanks was 
proposed by Hywel 
Davies, who, as a young 
man, worked at Dyffryn, 
but would not say his 
age! 

The next talk at the 
Town Hall on June 12 at 
2pm is by Brian Davies. 
Please bring proof of 
membership, or £3, as we 
are getting too popular. 

TB 



WT WOLL 
remember THEM 


ABOVE: The Cover of the Cefn Cribwr 
memorial booklet. 



ABOVE: 

Author Ceri Griffiths (left) with 
sculptor Naomi Leeke. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Pyle surgery 

THE Welsh Liberal Democrat AM for south Wales 
west, Peter Black, will be holding an advice sur¬ 
gery next week on Friday, May 17 in Pyle Life 
Centre, from 2pm-3pm. No appointment is neces¬ 
sary. 

MP^s surgeries 

OGMORE MP Huw Irranca-Davies will be hold¬ 
ing street surgeries in Cefn Cribwr on Friday, May 
17 between lpm-3pm, followed by a drop-in sur¬ 
gery between 3pm-4pm at Cefn Cribwr Primary 
School, Cefn Road, CF32 OAW. 


Gary Carver 
gcarver@savills.com 

02920 368 963 
savills.co.uk 



Haydock House, 

1 Holton Road, 
Barry, CF63 4HA 

For Sale by Informal Tender - 
Closing Date 26th July 2013 

* 906.59 sq m (9,758 sq ft) • Current B1 Use • Suitable 
for alternative uses (subject to planning) • £POA 
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BOROUGH MAYOR’S COLOURFUL GALA 
EVENING CROWNED ‘WONDERFUL YEAR’ 



A BLAZE of colour 
greeted guests to 
the Mayor of the 
County Borough of 
Bridgend’s annual 
charity evening. 

Held this year at 
Brynteg School, the 
sports hall was decorated 
with colourful balloon 
designs by The Party 
House of Pencoed and 
with floral arrangements 
by B Leaf. 

For those old enough 
to remember, it was all 
very Carmen Miranda! 

The evening is organ¬ 
ised each year by the 
Bridgend County Civic 
Charity Appeals 
Standing Committee and 
the Mayor of the County 
Borough of Bridgend - 
this year Coun Marlene 
Thomas. 

The event is the last 
in the Mayor’s social 
calendar and is held to 
raise funds for the 
Mayor’s chosen chari¬ 
ties. 

This year, the chari¬ 
ties are Emmaus South 
Wales, Breast Cancer at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, the 
Stroke Association - 
Bridgend County Stroke 
Groups, and Bridgend 
County Riding for the 
Disabled. 

More than 150 guests 
were welcomed on 
arrival by young cellist 
Eddie Mead and his 
accompanist Delyth 
Mead. 

Eddie, a student at 
Ysgol y Eerch o'r Sger, 
North Comelly, is a tal¬ 
ented cello player with a 
number of Urdd awards 


ABOVE: Coun 
Marlene Thomas 
and husband Max 
were first on the 
dance floor. 

to his credit. 

The Master of 
Ceremonies for the event 
was Jeremy Evans, the 
deputy headteacher at 
Heronsbridge School. 

An excellent four- 
course carvery with table 
wine, was provided by 
Mark Parker of the 
Towers Hotel, Swansea, 
with entertainment from 
Phil Dando’s Big Band, 
sponsored by David and 
Dawn Brace of 
Dunraven Windows. 

Daryl Griffiths and 
Petra Morgan were the 
vocalists. 

After the meal, guests 
were encouraged to open 
their wallets and purses 
for an auction, conduct¬ 
ed by Tony Davies, 
assisted by Jeremy 
Evans. 

The main item in the 
auction was a Sony TV, 
donated by Sony 
Technology UK, 
Pencoed. After some 
brisk bidding, this item 


was bought by Coun 
Mike Gregory with a bid 
of £280. 

Altogether, a total of 
£415 was raised by the 
auction. 

A raffle saw 24 prizes 
won, including an enor¬ 
mous cuddly dog which 
was taken away by 
Karyl Carter of the 
Stroke Association. 

In total, the raffle 
raised a fantastic £1,210. 
This is match funded by 
HSBC Bank, Bridgend. 

In her closing speech, 
Coun Thomas said what 
a memorable year she 
and her consort, her 
father George, had had. 

She had met and 
made some wonderful 
friends and people she 
would never forget. She 
thanked all who had 
contributed throughout 
the year and also 
thanked the head teacher 
of Brynteg, David Huw 
Jenkins, and the premis¬ 
es manager, Byron 
Brinkley, for the use of 
the sports hall. 

Einally, the Mayor 
paid tribute to Mari 
Major, the appeals secre¬ 
tary, for all the hard 
work and organisation 
that she had put in 
throughout the Mayor’s 
year of office. 

The formalities over, 
Phil Dando struck up the 
band and the dancing 
and entertainment con¬ 
tinued for the remainder 
of the evening. 

The final amount 
raised for the Mayor’s 
charities over the year 
will be announced in due 


Victim of Bank Holiday crash is named 


Adrian Bryn Evans. 


A MOTORIST who died as a 
result of injuries sustained in a 
road traffic collision which hap¬ 
pened at 9.57am on Bank Holiday 
Monday (May 6) on the A4229 at 
Porthcawl has been named as 
Adrian Bryn Evans, aged 32, from 
South Cornelly. 

Mr Evans sustained fatal injuries after 
the silver coloured Honda Civic Type-R car 
he was driving collided with a red Kia 
Sorento on the roundabout at the junction 
of the A4106 Newton-Nottage road. 

His parents, Brynmor and Pamela Evans, 
who are being supported by a family liaison 
officer from the South Wales Police roads 


policing unit, issued a tribute to their son: 
“Adrian was a wonderful son to his parents 
Bryn and Pam and was the youngest of our 
children. 

“He was a much-loved younger brother 
to his sisters Paula and Clare, and his 
brother Lee, and was a devoted father to his 
12-year-old daughter Kia Leigh, who he 
worshipped. He was also a much-loved 
uncle, nephew, cousin and friend to so 
many. 

“Adrian lived life to the full and had a 
wicked sense of humour and once met, he 
was never forgotten. 

“Adrian always tried to portray a ‘tough 
guy’ exterior, but underneath he had a soft 
heart and was always there when his fami¬ 
ly and friends needed him most. 


“We would like to thank all those who 
have left such kind words and comments on 
Adrian’s Facebook page since his death, 
which we have found truly comforting at 
this devastating time. 

“Adrian will never be forgotten and his 
death has left a huge hole in our family that 
can never be filled and he will truly be 
missed by all those who knew him. ” 

South Wales Police are appealing for 
witnesses, and are keen to speak to anyone 
who may have witnessed the collision or 
saw the vehicles being driven prior to the 
collision. 

Anyone with information is asked to con¬ 
tact the Roads Policing Unit on 01656 
869332 or 101, or call Crimestoppers 
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 


ABOVE: Vocalist Petra Morgan 
with Phil Dando 


ABOVE: The Phil Dando Big Band Live with soloists Petra Morgan and Daryl Griffiths. 


ABOVE: Coun Martin Jones bid for a first edition Teddy Bear. 


ABOVE: Karyl Carter (left) of the Stroke 
Association with her raffle prize, with Mari 
Major and Coun Marlene Thomas. 


ABOVE: Coun Mike Gregory with auctioneer Tony Davies, 
MC Jeremy Evans and the Sony TV. 


REPORT and PHOTOGRAPHS 

by KEITH E MORGAN 


WHO WANTS TO BUILD WHAT AND WHERE? 


Mr Andrew Clear - 1 Close 
Penglyn, Pencoed - reduce 
canopy of oak tree by 25 per 
cent. 

Mr Gary Davies - Plot A5-1, 
Blandy Terrace, Nantymoel 

- new four-bedroom 
detached house. 

Mr Gary Davies - Plot A5-2, 
Blandy Terrace, Nantymoel 

- new four-bedroom 
detached house. 

Mr A Davies - Land east of 
13 Pleasant View, Caerau, 
Maesteg - relocation of Plot 
1 to relocate driveway from 
corner of lane. 

C & G Lloyd Stores Ltd -10 
Heol Llangeinor, 

Llangeinor - fitting refriger¬ 
ation units to side of build¬ 


ing. 

C & G Lloyd Stores Ltd - 
14-16 Wern Bettws, 
Bridgend - placement of a 
shipping container. 

Mr and Mrs P Edwards - 
‘Gerllan’, 27 Church View, 
Laleston - proposed ground 
floor alterations and exten¬ 
sion. 

Dash Equestrian - 
Safeguard Garage Doors, 
Unit IIB Village Farm 
Industrial Estate, Pyle - 

change of use to A1 
shop/warehouse sales for an 
equestrian feed and supplies 
shop. 

Mr V Hughes - 33 Onslow 
Terrace, Brynmenyn - 

change of use of main house 


to house in multiple occupa¬ 
tion and use rear annex as 
residential unit. 

Mr David Marchant - 
Coedcae Farm, 

Rhiwceiliog, Bridgend - 
replace existing barn. 
Kennedy James Griffiths - 
Royal Porthcawl Golf Club 
- new water storage tank and 
new storage building. 
Archdiocese of Cardiff - St 
Marys and St Patricks RC 
School, Monica Street, 
Maesteg - single storey 
classroom extension and 
relocation of existing ramp. 
Mr A Humphries - 39 Park 
Avenue, Porthcawl - double 
storey rear extension. 

Police and Crime 


Commissioners - South 
Wales Police HQ, 
Cowbridge Road, Bridgend 

- proposed alteration and 
extension works to create 
new office. 

Scorpions Kickboxing - 
Unit 6, Kingsway 
Buildings, Cheapside, off 
South Road, Bridgend - 

temporary change of use to 
D2 for kickboxing club (also 
retaining existing Bl, B2 and 
B8 use). 

Mr M Weinzweig - Home 
Farm, Coytrahen, 

Bridgend - incorporate 
existing outbuilding into the 
existing farmhouse with 
glazed link to form single 
residence. 


Mr Wayne Newton - 109 
Grove Road, Bridgend - 
replacement garage and 
boundary walls, new conser¬ 
vatory and entrance porch. 
Mr Robert Loyns - 36 
Fairplace Close/Close 
Manteg, Broadlands, 
Bridgend - single storey 
side extension. 

Coastal Oil and Gas Limited 
- Land off Tyla Lane, 
Merthyr Mawr, Bridgend - 
drill an exploration borehole 
to test the Devonian strata. 
Woodstock Homes - Land 
at City Farm, Bettws Road, 
Bettws - relax standard con¬ 
dition of P/06/1465/FUL to 
extend implementation date 
for further five years. 


Mr A Halse - 26 Cae Taken, 
Pencoed - dormer extension 
to front and rear to provide 
bedroom and en-suite. 
Vivard Ltd - Waun Wen, 
Bettws Road, Llangeinor, 
Bridgend - remove condi¬ 
tions 8 and 9 of 
P/05/1555/FUL requiring 
obscure glazing. 

Mr J Glover - 5 Woodland 
Street, Wyndham, Ogmore 
Vale - cconstruct garage to 
side of property and associat¬ 
ed internal alterations. 

Mr S Davies - 14 Walters 
Road, Bridgend - demolish 
existing garage and erect sin¬ 
gle storey extension to rear. 
Mr and Mrs Kendrick - 51 
The Spinney, Brackla - sin¬ 


gle storey conservatory to 
rear of house. 

Mr J B Harrison - 32 Iron 
Way, Tondu - garage con¬ 
version and garden store. 

Mr P Jones - Cae Abbot 
Farm, Llangeinor - demol¬ 
ish front lean-to and re-build 
and extend. 

Mr B Robinson - 10 

Sandpiper Road, 

Porthcawl - replace roof 
with steeper pitch to enable 
first floor accommodation 
and a rear single storey 
extension. 

Mrs L Wyatt - 7 St Brides 
Close, Porthcawl - loft con¬ 
version with extended 
dormer. 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE 
LOCAL COMMUNITY NEWS... 

Recreation Centre 
is holding a show¬ 
case weekend on 
May 25-26 from 
Ham to 3pm each 
day. 

You are invited go 
along and see phase one 
of the centre’s ongoing 
multi million pound 
refurbishment and tour 
the new facilities - an 
80 station gym, work 
out studios and meeting 
rooms. 

There will be free 
taster sessions in vari¬ 
ous activities, including 
Zumba, body pump, 
body blitz, body attack, 
group cycle, gymnas¬ 
tics, table tennis, bad¬ 
minton and many more. 

For further details on 
the free activities and 
group exercise taster 
sessions taking place, 
visit the website 
WWW. haloleisure. org. uk 
/openweekend or phone 
0300 012 1223 option 1. 


supper 

THE Pisgah Ladies 
fellowship are serv¬ 
ing up one of their 
tasty suppers in the 
Vestry at Pisgah 
Chapel on 

Thursday, May 23 
at 7pm. 

For £5, you can 
have a great evening in 
great company, and 
also help them with 
their support of worth¬ 
while causes. 

For further details of 
this and other events 
they have planned, 
telephone either Rhian 
on 01656 744772, or 
Karen on 01656 
740684. _ 

CHORAL 
SOCIETY 
GETS 
SET FOR 
ELIJAH 

REHEARSALS 
have begun for 
Cowbridge Choral 
Society’s next per¬ 
formance, in 
October, of 
Mendelssohn’s 
Elijah, the dramatic 
oratorio covering 
the life of the Old 
Testament prophet. 

The performance will 
see several local choirs 
combine for a concert in 
aid of local hospices. 

Elijah was popular at 
its premiere in 1846, and 
has been performed fre¬ 
quently ever since. 

New members, includ¬ 
ing novices, are always 
welcome to join the 
choral society, which 
meets for rehearsal 
every Thursday at 
7.30pm in the 
Cowbridge United Free 
Church (opposite the 
police station). 

Information about the 
choir is available at 
WWW. cowbridgechoral 
society.co.uk. 


Pisgah 

Ladies’ 


New bikes 
for police 
OUR local 

Neighbourhood 
Policing Team has 
passed on a hig 
thank you to Pyle 
Community 
Council for donat¬ 
ing two new police 
hikes to replace the 
old ones, which 
were in need of 
extensive repairs. 

This is good news, as 
Pyle PCSOs haven’t 
been able to patrol the 
streets on bikes for 
some while. 

This will enable them 
to again provide a high¬ 
er visibility in the area. 

It will also enable the 
PCSOs to cover a larger 
area, meet the commu¬ 
nity’s needs and provide 
an efficient and effec¬ 
tive level of service. 

If you have any 
issues or concerns you 
would like to discuss 
with your 

Neighbourhood Police 
Team, either call into 
the PACT meeting, 
which is being held this 
evening at 6.30 pm in 
the Pyle Life Centre, or 
ring either Nerys Lloyd 
on 07805 301493, Huw 
Tyler on 07825 262498 
or Richard Hopkins on 
07584 005664. 

They will deal with it 
in the strietest eonfi- 
dence. 


Pupils’ 
awards 
MANY congratula¬ 
tions to the follow¬ 
ing pupils of 
Mynydd Cynffig 
Junior School who 
were nominated for 
impressing the staff 
at the school last 
week: Owain Pugh 

- class 1, Ella-Rai 
Jones - class 2, 
Caitlin Jones - 
class 3, Abigail 
Bowater - class 4, 
Mia Hopkins - 
class 5, Menna 
Smart - class 6, and 
Ryan Legg class 7. 
The headteacher’s 
award went to 
Thomas Attwood - 
class 1. 

Congratulations also 
go to the following 
pupils, who joined Mr 
Davies for a special 
lunch last Friday, as a 
reward for their high 
standard of behaviour, 
including politeness to 
both staff and fellow 
pupils during lunchtimes 
last week: Tara Bennett, 
Ellie Bevan, leuan 
Everett, Eloise 

Abraham-Jones, April 
Bennett, Caitlin 

Thomas, Ola Kruk, 
Joshua Hughes and 
Taryn Matthews. 
Cross-country awards 

- Many congratulations 
to the following pupils 



\ 
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COMMUNITY 
NEWS from 
KENFIGHILL 
AND PYLE 
by Richard Sims 


Telephone: 01656 746840 
Mobile: 07802 439679 

E-Mail: richardsims@talktalk.net 


who were presented 
with certificates last 
week as part of the 30- 
40-50 Club, which is 
organised by Mrs Jones 
at Wednesday 

lunchtime: 10-Mile 

Award - Thomas 
Attwood (class 1), 5 
Mile Award - Owain 
Pugh, Sam Elanagan, 
Wil Jones and Dylan 
Lightwood (all class 1) - 
Lowri Powis (class 3) - 
Brandon Gitsham (class 
4) - Connor Coombes, 
Eloise Abraham-Jones, 
Ebany Rees and Mya 
Watson (all class 5) and 
Harry Sleath and Lowri 
Thomas (both from class 
6 ). 

The final Bridgend 
Schools’ cross-country 
meeting of the season 
will take place on 
Saturday, May 18, at 
Ynysawdre 
Comprehensive School 
starting at 10am. 

Basketball squad - 
A big well done to Ben 
Evans (class 6) and 
Holly Lewis (class 7) 
who have both been 


selected for the 
Bridgend Schools 
Basketball Squad fol¬ 
lowing a serials of trials. 

Sports day will take 
place next Thursday 
afternoon. Why not go 
along to cheer all those 
taking part and make it a 
great sporting after¬ 
noon? 

Wellbeing 

Centre 

INCLUDED in activ¬ 
ities organised by 
Mental Health 
Matters at the Talbot 
Community Centre, 
Prince Road, Kenfig 
Hill from 1pm to 
5pm on May 22 will 
be a dance workshop 
with Valley & Vale 
from 2pm to 3pm 
and ‘Let’s Get 
Quizzical’ from 3pm 
to 4 pm. There will 
also be a social after¬ 
noon. 

Showcase 

Weekend 

BRIDGEND 


• Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 
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PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


WASHING 
MACHINES 
From £199 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 

Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing machines, 
fridge freezers, range cookers-gas, electric, LPG and 
dual fuel in stainless steel and farmhouse styles! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


EXTRA DISCOUNTS 
EVERY SATURDAY 
DURING MAY 

Only with this voucher 


i DISCOUNTS FOR THE I 
OVER 60s on Tuesdays 
and Thursdays 

(Please ask in-store for details) 
ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER 


3a TYNEWYDD road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

|Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


OPEN: 

Monday-Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 

Appliance used for 
illustration purposes only. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oiiver • Franke • Astracast • LG • I 


WI AGM hears of the 
threat to High Streets 


WE welcomed 
county adviser 
Kath Mepham to 
the May AGM. 
President Margaret 
Batten reminded 
members of the 
anniversary walk at 
Ogmore on June 
19, the garden 
party at Margam 
on June 19, and the 
trip to Stratford in 
July. 

Members were told 
about the link meeting, 
whieh will be hosted by 
Southerndown WI, an 
evening of poetry and 
song. 

Gwerfil Gardner led 
the discussion on this 
year’s resolution for the 
National annual general 
meeting in June, on the 
decline of our high 
streets and town centres. 

There have been sig¬ 
nificant changes to the 
high street as a result of 
on-line shopping, the 
increased popularity of 
out-of-town retail parks 
and a decline in the 
economy. 

In Wales, 18 per cent 
of shops are empty and 

Stories 
from 
down on 
the farm 

SPRING seems to 
have arrived and 
on a warm and 
sunny evening at 
Newton WI, Pearl 
welcomed everyone, 
with special thanks 
to Hilda Jane, our 
WI adviser, for 
coming to the meet¬ 
ing to keep us on 
the straight and 
narrow. 

A few of the girls 
were wearing ‘jewels’ 
made by them at the 
craft meeting in the Jolly 
Sailor. 

It was decided we 
would send a choir to 
our 90th celebrations in 
Cardiff featuring Only 
Men Aloud. 

Shirley gave an enter¬ 
taining synopsis of the 
spring council meeting 
held at the Pavilion, 
where 93 WIs attended 
with 643 members! 
Speaker at the council 
meeting was Adam 
Hewson from BBC’s 
Countryfile, who owns 
the Cotswold Earm Park, 
with its 3,000 acre farm. 

Ann gave a compre¬ 
hensive talk on the 
decline of the High 
Street, with many shops 
being priced out by the 
large chains and out of 
town developments with 
free parking. 

Betty gave an excel¬ 
lent vote of thanks. 

If you would like to 
join us, call Pearl on 
01656 772657 or Pat on 
01656 788003. 

PATRICIA 

THEODORE 


NEWS FROM 
MERTHYR 
MAWR WI 


many town centres look 
abandoned, with board- 
ed-up shops and an 
increase in charity 
shops. 

A vote was taken, 
with two members vot¬ 
ing against the resolu¬ 
tion, two members 
abstaining and 28 mem¬ 
bers supporting, giving 
a discretionary vote to 
our delegate at the 
meeting. 

The AGM opened 
with a report from the 
treasurer, Beth Budd. 
We have 42 full mem¬ 
bers and two dual mem¬ 
bers. 

Alice Coulter gave 
the secretary’s report. 
Meetings last year aver¬ 
aged an attendance of 
27 to 30 members and a 
varied programme was 
enjoyed, with speakers 
talking about a wide 
variety of topics, includ¬ 
ing gardening, peculiar 
people, the bridge in 
Pontypridd, the street 
pastors and the life of a 


telephonist. 

A very enjoyable day 
was spent at Gareth 
Richards’ kitchen, when 
we were treated to 
excellent cookery and 
flower arranging 

demonstrations. 

Last year, we were 
the host institute in our 
link and our evening 
had been a great suc¬ 
cess, with Glenda 
Clwyd entertaining us 
on the harp, followed by 
a lively game of 
‘Beetle’. 

Margaret Batten gave 
the president’s report 
and thanked the com¬ 
mittee and members for 
their support throughout 
the year. 

Voting took place and 
Margaret Batten was 
elected as president for 
the coming year. 

The next meeting will 
be on Wednesday, June 
5, at 7pm in Ewenny 
Community Hall, when 
Rosemary Rowe will 
talk about Port Sunlight 
Village. 

New members are 
always welcome. 


Hearing 

Tests 

«f ft ## iff ‘ 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides^^^^ 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 



Or call into: 


Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 
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CLASSIC CAR ENTHUSIASTS DESCEND ON 
PENDOED TO VIEW VINTAGE VEHICLES 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V_1^_ 





Classic cars come in all shapes and sizes, and local 
aficianados brave the rain to view some rare models. I 


MP supports search for 
women’s Badges of Honour 


MADELEINE Moon, MP for 
Bridgend, is supporting an 
exhibition by the Glasgow 
Women’s Library that cele¬ 
brates ‘Badges of Honour.’ 

The MP explained: “It tells how 
badge wearing women have changed 
the world and seeks to display the 
wide variety of badges created as part 
of women’s campaigns and activism. 
The badges represent many causes and 
interests; from the political, to cultural 
and sporting. 

“The organisers of the exhibition 
are also actively encouraging people 
to donate badges to the collection” the 
MP said. 

“This is an interesting and exciting 
project, because it is a very simple 
way of celebrating the many cam¬ 
paigns and interests women have been 
involved in and will produce a record 
for future generations. 


“I was delighted to be able to 
donate my mother’s National Union of 
Townswomen’s Guild (NUTG) badge. 
My mother and grandmother were 
members of NUTG, which gave them 
an intellectual and social outlet at a 
time when married women didn’t 
work and had little life outside of the 
family. 

“I would encourage anyone in the 
Bridgend constituency to think about 
doing the same. 

“The organisers have published a 
wish list of badges they would like to 
include, ranging from badges pro¬ 
duced for peace campaigns, trade 
unions, the Girl Guides, religious 
associations, occupations such as 
nursing and teaching and the suffra¬ 
gette movement,” she concluded. 

Full details on 

www.madeleinemoonmp.com or on 
moonm@parliament.uk or telephone 
0207 219 0814. 


Bridgend County Borough Council Corporate Plan 2013-2017 

Cynllun Corfforaethol 2013-2017 Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr 


Wo are pleasod lo announce the putillcahon of our Corporalo Plan 2013-17. 
TN« annbitious plan targets those things that we believe will make the most 
difference to individuals, famSies, businesses and communities In Bridgend 
County Borough. Our six pnorities are; 


Rydyvn yn falch o hysbysu bod mu\ Cynllun Corfloraethol ar gyler 2013-2017 
wedi el gryhoeddl. MbeV cynllun uchelgeiSiOl hvvn yn targeduT pethau hynny a 
rydd, yn eln bam ni. yn gwneud y gwehaniaeth mwyaf I unlgoiion. teuluoedd 
busnesau s chymunedsu yn y Fwrdeistfvl Sirol. Dyma ein chwe bl a enonaelh 
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RAINSWEPT CONDITIONS FAIL TO DAMPEN 
ENTHUSIASM OF CLASSIC CAR ENTHUSIASTS 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowbridge. 

V_^_/ 

CLASSIC car enthusiasts descended on 
Pencoed on Sunday, May 12. 

It was an opportunity to see a host of vin¬ 
tage vehicles including sports cars, stretch 
limousines, humbler family motorcars and 
much more. 


Despite the teeming rain, people wrapped 
up and took the chance to view cars rarely 
seen on the road or on parade. 
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RSPCA warns: ‘animal 
cruelty is on the rise...’ 



This German Shepherd dog was found in 
Maesteg and had to be put to sleep by a 
vet after its owner failed to treat a tumour 
in its leg. 


LOCO 2861 OFF TO 
NEW LEASE OF LIFE 



The 2861 loco is loaded on a road transporter 
about to leave Barry Tourist Railway. 
Photo by KATHRYN KEMP 


THE RSPCAhas 
warned that there 
has been a big 
increase in convic¬ 
tions for animal 
cruelty in parts of 
Wales. 

The animal charity 
chose to treat the three 
county boroughs of 
Bridgend, Rhondda 
Cynon Taff and Merthyr 
Tydfil as one area, 
where the number of 
convictions rose from 
23 in 2011 to 76 in 
2012 - a 230 per cent 
increase. 

The RSPCA Cymru 
national director, Steve 
Carter, said: “Some 
areas in Wales have 
seen a disturbing 
increase in cruelty 
cases, and this is a 
major cause of concern 
for us. 

“The RSPCA is lead¬ 
ing the fight against a 


growing animal cruelty 
crisis. Our staff, volun¬ 
teers and branches show 
tremendous dedication - 


but they are struggling 
to keep up. 

“For us, prosecution 
is always the last resort. 
However, last year 
inspectors investigated 
174 suspected cruelty 
cases in Wales and 
secured 248 convic¬ 
tions. ” 

The charity quoted 
one example - a dis¬ 
tressing incident in 
Maesteg, where a man 
was banned from keep¬ 
ing animals for five 
years after failing to 
treat his dog’s tumour. 

The man was also 
given a six-week prison 
sentence, suspended for 


12 months, ordered to 
pay full costs of £791, 
and to serve 120 hours 
of unpaid community 
work. 

The defendant plead¬ 
ed guilty at Bridgend 
Magistrates’ Court to 
causing unnecessary 
suffering to the German 
shepherd-type dog, 
which had to be put to 
sleep to end its suffer¬ 
ing. 

The court heard that 
an RSPCA inspector 
visited the defendant’s 
property at the end of 
July 2012. He observed 
an emaciated German 
Shepherd-type dog with 
a broken hind leg and 
an open wound which 
was bleeding. 

The animal was 
examined by a veteri¬ 
nary surgeon, who con¬ 
cluded that an untreated 
tumour had caused the 
leg to become infected. 
The dog was put to 
sleep by the vet. 

RSPCA inspector Nic 
De Celis said: “This 
was a terrible example 
of wilful neglect and 
extreme cruelty. 

“This animal must 
have suffered extreme 
pain and this sentence 
sends a strong message 
that this kind of neglect 
will not be tolerated. ” 
To contact the 
RSPCA, telephone 0300 
123 8181, or visit 
WWW. rspca. org. uk/act 


Man 
dies in 
bus 

collision 



POLICE are appeal¬ 
ing for witnesses, 
after a pedestrian 
died following a col¬ 
lision with a bus, at 
around 2.15pm on 
Saturday, May 11 in 
Talbot Green. 

Mr Thomas Clive 
Davies, (69) received 
fatal injuries as the bus 
was leaving the terminus 
and entering Talbot 
Road. 

Paying tribute to her 
brother, who lived in 
Llanharry, Kay Davies 
said: “Clive was a 
happy-go-lucky man who 
never had a bad word to 
say about anyone. 

“He always had a 
story to tell and he was 
liked and respected by 
everyone in the village. ” 

Anyone with informa¬ 
tion is asked to contact 
the Roads Policing Unit 
at Cardiff on 101, or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555111 (quote reference 
62130139752). 


E X - G R E A T 
Western Railway 
(GWR) 2-8-0 steam 
locomotive number 
2861 left Barry for 
the Llangollen 
Railway Workshops 
on a huge articulat¬ 
ed road trailer on 
May 6. 

Although Barry scrap¬ 
yard closed for business 
23 years ago, and most of 
the remaining steam 
locomotives left for 
preservation by that time, 
10 locomotives stayed in 
the Barry and Cardiff 
area until recently. 

This group of steam 
engines became known 
as the Barry Ten and 
have latterly been kept at 
the Barry Tourist 
Railway main depot near 
Barry Station. 

Over the last few 
years, promising futures 
for this collection of 
locomotives have been 
found, and as a result, 
many are currently being 
transformed into differ¬ 
ent types that have been 
long extinct since the 
modernisation of the rail¬ 
ways in the 1950s and 
60s. 

This has been possible 
by combining compo¬ 
nents from these old 
locos with the fabrication 
of new parts, such as 
mainframes, enabling 
several iconic types to be 
recreated, including the 
famous ex-GWR County 
of Glamorgan express 


locomotive. 

Components from 
loco No 2861 are similar¬ 
ly to used to help create a 
similar but larger- 
wheeled 2-8-0 tender 
locomotive type that 
became extinct in 1964. 

These were known as 
the ‘Night Owls’. 
Numbered in the 4700 
series, these powerful 
locomotives worked 
mainly at night hauling 
fast parcels and freight 


trains. 

On completion, this 
newly-recreated locomo¬ 
tive will be one of the 
largest and most impres¬ 
sive locomotives in the 
Great Western Society’s 
collection and we will be 
pleased to welcome this 
iconic ‘Night Owl’ loco 
back for visits to the 
Barry Tourist Railway 
when restored in due 
course. 


SUPERSTARS REVUE 

ON Friday, May 17, at All Saints ’ Church, Barry, 
at 7pm, ‘An Evening with the Superstars’, is a 
revue style show of music and dance in aid of the 
All Saints’ Organ Appeal. Tickets available from 
AA Dancewear, Park Crescent, or on the door, at 
£6 adult, £4 children. Doors open at 6.15pm. 
COFFEE AND CAKE 

THE 10th Barry Guide Unit is holding a coffee 
and cake morning, on May 25 (11.30am - 1.30pm) 
in Highlight Park Community Centre (next to 
Tesco). 

Call 07896974268 or email carolineturn- 
erl709@yahoo.co.uk for details. 


RAILWAY EVENTS 

THE Barry Rail Centre and associated Barry 
Tourist Railway have announced the following 
combined full-size railway and model railway 
events: 

July 6-7: Bassett Lowke model railway exhibi¬ 
tion. The event runs from 10am-4.30pm on both 
days. See website for details, www.barrytouristrail- 
way.co.uk and www.bassettlowkesociety.org.uk. 

July 27: Big Barry’s Big Scale! Model railway 
exhibition, with Gauge 3 Society and G-Scale 
Society. 

August 4: Big Barry Toy and Train Fair, Station 
buildings and covered platform on Barry Island 
Railway Station, from 10.30am-3pm. 



Before 
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Atlantic College students 
lose their RNLI lifeboat 

-hut train to be lifeguards! 


STUDENTS at 
Atlantic College are 
to lose their RNLI 
lifeboat, but will be 
retrained as life¬ 
guards. 

The long relationship 
between the college and 
the RNLI is changing 
course with the develop¬ 
ment of an RNLI beach 
lifeguard support centre, 
which is set to take the 
place of the lifeboat serv¬ 
ice currently stationed at 
UWC Atlantic College in 
St Donats, which is set to 
cease operation next 
month. 

The change has come 
about because the station 
at Porthcawl now has a 
35-knot inshore lifeboat 
and a new D class 
lifeboat. Also, Barry 
Dock is home to a 25- 
knot all-weather Trent 
class lifeboat. 

The RNLI is confident 
that it is able to meet its 
strategic lifesaving 
requirements with the 
withdrawal of the UWC 
Atlantic College lifeboat. 

Alun Wood, the head 
of the outdoor faculty at 
UWC Atlantic College, 
said: “Since its opening 


in 1962, the college has 
been committed to 
adventurous marine 
activities and rescue 
services. 

“We have a long and 
proud history of life- 
guarding in Wales, with a 
well-established tradition 
of training students from 
around 90 different 
nationalities in the skills 
of surf lifesaving. 

“Every August, gener¬ 
ations of students have 
patrolled the local beach 
- Southerndown - often 
in collaboration with the 
local authority paid life¬ 
guards. 

“It will, of course, be 
sad to see the departure 
of our boat, but the intro¬ 
duction of the new RNLI 
beach lifeguard support 
centre seems a natural fit 
and marks an exciting 
opportunity for even 
more of our student 
body.” 

RNLI lifeguards 
already operate at 
Whitmore Bay, 

Southerndown, Ogmore 
and Llantwit Major, and 
students will help out on 
a voluntary basis as part 
of their service studies. 

Matt Horton, an RNLI 


by PHILIP 
IRWIN 


lifeguard inspector, said: 
“Last year, RNLI life¬ 
guards began operating a 
beach safety service in 
the Vale for the first time. 

“Due to the close 
proximity of the four 
beaches to the college, 
students will really bene¬ 
fit from becoming 
involved in lifeguard- 
ing.” 

He added that talks 
were under way about 
involving the college in 
the RNLLs newly emerg¬ 
ing International 

Development 
Programme, where some 
students may be selected 
to become involved with 
promoting lifesaving 
skills abroad. 

Colin Williams, RNLI 
regional operations man¬ 
ager for the west region, 
said: “I would like to 
thank members of the 
local community and for¬ 
mer students at UWC 
Atlantic College for their 
understanding, commit¬ 
ment and dedication to 
the lifeboat station over 
the years. 


“The decision of the 
coast review team to 
change the direction of 
the college is not taken 
lightly,. However we 
have a duty to our sup¬ 
porters to use their 
money wisely. 

“We are confident that 
the stretch of coast 
between Tusker Rock 
and Rhoose Point can be 
covered by the very 
effective lifeboats and 
their volunteer crews at 
Barry Dock and 
Porthcawl. 

‘The station’s long 
history and important 
role in the development 
of the rigid inflatable 
boat (RIB) and the 
Atlantic 21 inshore 
lifeboat alongside the 
RNLI have huge impor¬ 
tance to us and we want 
to retain strong links with 
the college.” 

UWC Atlantic College 
was one of the nine loca¬ 
tions that helped to test 
and establish the RIB 
(rigid inflatable boat) as 


a potential lifesaving 
craft from 1963 onwards. 
The rescue boats were 
manned by the members 
of the staff and pupils of 
the college. 

It was not until 1973 
that the RNLI sent UWC 
Atlantic College their 
first official lifeboat, an 
Atlantic 21. 

Experimental work on 
the development of fast 
rescue boats for the 
RNLI was carried out for 
many years at UWC 
Atlantic College under 
the supervision of Rear 
Admiral Desmond 
Hoare, the headmaster. 

He was the pioneer of 
a new larger class of 21- 
foot inshore lifeboat. His 
role and that of staff and 
students in the develop¬ 
ment was recognised by 
the naming of the class 
‘Atlantic’, the latest ver¬ 
sion of which, the 
Atlantic 85, is stationed 
at Porthcawl. 



Reception children 
sample new customs 


LAST week, Colcot 
Primary School recep¬ 
tion children fully 
immersed themselves 
in the Indian culture. 

They were involved in 
many exciting activities. 
The children dressed up 
in traditional costume, 
tasted different foods 
and decorated the play¬ 
ground with large 
colourful Rangoli pat¬ 
terns. 

The children enjoyed 
learning about the dif¬ 
ferent culture and tradi¬ 
tions. 

This week was the 
start of a number of 
international days of cel¬ 
ebration at the school, 


with the majority of 
classes planning similar 
activities for the school’s 
open morning on June 6, 
(9.30 to 11.30am). 

The open morning 


will be an opportunity 
for current parents and 
any new parents to visit 
and get a flavour of 
Colcot Primary School 
life. CB 



Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Fully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 

Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 

Martin Robson awaits your call! 

Q 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 


KEEPING THE LOCAL 
COASTLINE CLEAN 


KEEP Wales Tidy 
has organised 
‘Clean Coasts 
Week’ from May 
13 - 19, and with 
local community 
groups, schools and 
businesses, is 
organising events 


to clear beaches of 
unwanted litter 
and debris. 

It’s a year since the 
opening of The Wales 
Coast Path, which 
stretches for 870 miles 
and provides a continu¬ 
ous walking route 
around the whole of 


Volunteers are 
there to help 

THE Let’s Get Out Project is looking for 
people over 50 who need help to get out of 
the house and gain the confidence to get 
involved with activities and make new 
friends. 

There are volunteers who can help by providing 
transport to activities and clubs and other support. 

For full details, contact Samantha Jenkins, Vale 
co-ordinator on 07584 346 014 or samantha.jenk- 
ins@age-concern-cardiff.org.uk 


Wales... the only coun¬ 
try in the world where it 
is possible to walk the 
entire length of the 
coastline. 

Clean Coasts Week 
gives people the oppor¬ 
tunity to give the Wales 
Coast Path a spring 
clean before the busy 
summer season. 

Transition Llantwit 
will be holding a beach¬ 
cleaning event at 
Gileston Beach (next to 
Aberthaw Power 
Station) at 4pm on 
Sunday, May 19. Wear 
suitable clothes and 
footwear, and please 
bring gloves if possible. 

For more details call 
07414 751309, 01446 
790407, or email karen 
westcott5@gmail.com . 

ANNIE PAINE 


MATTRESS & BED 
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This 4’6” 
Faux Leather 
Bedstead 

*Only 4 available 
at this not to be 
repeated price 


50% off 

tempOr 

Once they’re gone, 
they’re gone! 

Need your old bed taken away. 
Let us take away the hassle 
& take it for you! 
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Mynydd Cynffig proudly 
flies the Fairtrade flag 


Camper van thefts 

THREE MEN 
ARRESTED 


WI ladies decide to 
support ‘help the 
high street’ campaign 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 
MYNYDD Cynffig 
Infants has shown 
its support for some 
of the world’s poor¬ 
est countries by 
becoming Bridgend 
county borough’s 
latest ‘Fairtrade 
School’. 

Twenty-one local 
schools have now earned 
the accolade. Mynydd 
Cynffig Infants dis¬ 
played bundles of enthu¬ 
siasm to make Fairtrade 
a hot topic in their class¬ 
rooms and used a variety 
of imaginative ways to 
spread the Fairtrade 
message, it was stated. 

Fairtrade was set up 
to help farmers and 
workers in developing 
countries who grow cof¬ 
fee, tea, cocoa, cotton 
and bananas to get the 


money they deserve for 
their crop. 

Any product bearing 
the ‘Fairtrade’ mark, 
ensures that the farmers 
have received a fair 
price. Fairtrade also 
requires long-term rela¬ 
tionships with buyers, 
helping growers to plan 
for the future. 

It has been incorpo¬ 
rated into several lessons 
at Mynydd Cynffig 
Infants, such as maths - 
while children even used 
Fairtrade tea bags to 
help decorate their 
mother’s day cards! 

Various events have 
been held during the 
year to promote 
Fairtrade principles, 
while cakes were made 
using Fairtrade ingredi¬ 
ents and sold at the 
school’s ‘Entrepreneurs 
Week’. 

Mynydd Cynffig 
Infants can now proudly 
fly the Fairtrade flag. 


and will hopefully 
inspire other schools to 
join in too. To mark their 
award, the school will be 
receiving a bag of 
Fairtrade sports balls, so 
that they can play fairly 
too. 

Coun Huw David, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children 
and young people, said: 
“The school has demon¬ 
strated a tremendous 
commitment to teaching 
pupils about the issues 
surrounding Fairtrade 
and the significance of 
choosing fairly-traded 
produce. 

“Plenty of invention 
has been shown to make 
Fairtrade part of the cur¬ 
riculum and the pupils 
have had a lot of fun, 
while learning about the 
world” 

Mynydd Cynffig 
Infants School’s head¬ 
teacher, Amanda 

Stanford, added: “I real¬ 
ly appreciate the kind¬ 
ness and support that 
parents have given in 
helping the school to 
achieve ‘Fairtrade’ sta¬ 
tus. 

“They have always 
been very supportive, 
attending the various 
Fairtrade events that we 
have organised. It has 
been a fantastic experi¬ 
ence for everyone 
involved in this project 
and we will do all that 
we can to ensure that we 


maintain our Fairtrade 
status in the future!” 

This June will mark 
five years since Wales 
made history and 
became the first ever 
Fairtrade nation, while 
Bridgend county 

became a Fairtrade bor¬ 
ough in July 2010. 

To celebrate the 
anniversary, a Bridgend 
county Fairtrade directo¬ 
ry has been produced by 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s sus¬ 
tainable development 
team, providing a snap¬ 
shot of the local shops, 
restaurants and organisa¬ 
tions that either sell 
Fairtrade products or use 
them in the services they 
provide. 

Printed copies of the 
free directory are being 
distributed around the 
county and it can also be 
viewed online at 
http://bees.bridgend.gov 
.uk. 

To find out more 
about Fairtrade in 
Bridgend County 

Borough, call the coun 
cil on 01656 643643. 


POLICE in 
Porthcawl investi¬ 
gating the theft of 
two Volkswagen 
Transport vans 
from the Rest Bay 
car park earlier this 
month, have arrest¬ 
ed three men. 

The first theft took 
place just before 3.30pm 
on Sunday May 5 and 
the second was on the 
following day at around 
4.15pm. B oth vehicles 
have been recovered. 

A 21 year old man 
from Penlan in Swansea 
has been charged with 
vehicle theft and will 


appear before Bridgend 
Magistrates on Friday 
May 24. 

Two other men, one 
aged 22 from Llansamlet 
in Swansea, and one 
aged 29 from Pant near 
Merthyr Tydfil, have 
been released on police 
bail pending further 
investigation. 

Anyone with any 
information is asked to 
contact Detective 
Sergeant Chris Warner at 
Bridgend CID on 01656 
679518, or anonymously 
via Crimestoppers on 
0800 555111 (quote ref¬ 
erence 62130134216). 


T he decision 
taken at 
national level 
to move WI annual 
general meetings 
from a cold, wet, 
windy evening in 
October to a 
warmer, lighter 
evening in May 
slightly backfired 
this year. Cold, 
wet and windy 
weather, quite 
understandably, 
deterred several 
members from ven¬ 
turing out to attend 
the 65th AGM of 
Southerndown WI 
on May 9! 

President Meryl, 
completed the relevant 
business, including 
news of the carol festi¬ 
val in Cardiff on 
December 2, with Only 
Men Aloud. 

A trip to the BBC has 
been arranged for July. 
Meryl proudly showed 
the photograph of her¬ 
self with Adam Henson 
at the recent spring 
council meeting and the 
Link meeting on July 13 
was discussed. 

Meryl then intro¬ 
duced WI adviser, Kath 
Mepham, who led us 
through the AGM 
review of the extended 
year. The committee 
formally stood down 
and members who were 


prepared to sit on a new 
committee put their 
names forward. 

Reports of the year 
were received from 
Barbara, as secretary, 
Meryl as president and 
Val as treasurer. 

Barbara was thanked 
for her many years as 
secretary, a role she has 
now relinquished, and 
Val had been commend¬ 
ed by the auditor for the 
accounts she has main¬ 
tained in her first year 
as treasurer. 

Kath Mepham direct¬ 
ed discussions on the 
campaign to be voted on 
at the national AGM in 
Cardiff on June 1, tack¬ 
ling the decline of high 
streets. 

The original selection 
had not been chosen by 
Southerndown WI. The 
meeting agreed, howev¬ 
er, to support the nation¬ 
al campaign, although 
the vote was not unani¬ 
mous. 

When the vote for a 
new president was held, 
three people were nomi¬ 
nated, two of whom 
withdrew and Meryl 
was appointed as presi¬ 
dent for a second term. 

Committee appoint¬ 
ments were made, with 
new committee member 
Linda supporting Meryl 
as a vice-president. 

PM 


GENERAL 
REPAIRS & 
BUILDING WORK 


Bathroom Specialists 


Plumbing /Tiling / Carpentry etc. 
No job too small! 

www.fernpropertydevelopment.com _ 

Tel 


07927 652620 


FLYING START 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

“Flying Start is a crucial part of our efforts to 
combat poverty and help children in the early part of 
their lives to make sure they have the opportunity to 
learn, develop and play. It also allows parents the 
opportunity to gain new skills and look for work. 

“This is about making a real difference to the 
lives of families and currently around 18,000 young 
children in deprived areas have access to Flying 
Start and we want to see this increase to 36,000. 
That is why we are funding the creation of new 
facilities.” 


WOMAN ATTACKED FRIEND 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

Meirion Davies, for Howard, said: 
“There was one blow to the mouth. 
She was holding the bottle in a normal 
way, and didn’t use it intentionally as 
a weapon. 

“There was no premeditation, and 
the attack was in the heat of the 


moment. 

“Both were the worse for drink and 
to her credit, Howard has not contest¬ 
ed the incontestable.” 

In the past, he added, she had self- 
harmed. 

On release, Howard has been 
ordered to pay £100 victim surcharge. 


GOOD 


Sava 


50 YEARS 

FOR TYRES IIM 
SOUTH WALES 


BiidtiK Rwi^f I 

I fhttmkmn BudgM 

ISS>7JTt13 

iwpj4 

l^^fKII 


(34jo 

i37j« 

illJO 

i41n 


^ to *<« taMd 


BETTER 


exhausts ! brakes* I BATTERIES 


MicklU./Roiir Exurripritoo: 

CerM 1 Q 1 8 9 CKI> 

£70.40 £35.80 

Romt 39 11 1.4 Mm On 1.8 1.4 9101 

£76.00 £34.00 

MkfO 10. 98 96 El«n 14 19 ! 


MOM 390 
XOto361 




£73.30 


P90 V 


rsii Rn 


BEST 


jfit Driving down 
■ Britain’s fuel costs. 

Up to £40 fubi vOiiclTO^ 

When you buy 
Oc ;^tyres.* 

r C75 ■■ \ 

f ': ii' 


balance, waraa, fitting 
and casing disposal 


TYRES EKKABSTS^ BAHERIES BRAKES* SUSPERSION MOT* NfTROGEN INFUTION 

































Thursday, May 16th, 2013 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www,twitter,com/sem news 


THE GEM - 13 


Pupils are thrilled to 
form the Cowbridge 
maypole dance group 



ABOVE: The Llancarfan pupils dance at the Cowbridge May Fair. 

PHOTOGRAPH by GLYN EVANS. 


PUPILS in a Vale school 
were thrilled recently to 
play a prominent part in 
the Cowbridge May Fair. 

Llancarfan Primary School 
pupils were asked to be a feature 
of the fair on May 6 by perform¬ 
ing a maypole dance. 

A school spokesman said: 
“Debbie Leigh of Cowbridge Hub 
organised three practice sessions 
to teach the children dances, 
using the maypole owned by the 
Vale Council and which can be 


booked out for events - complete 
with instruction manual! 

“On the day, the pupils were 
accompanied by some members 
of ‘The Thingumijigs’, a local 
community Ceilidh band. 

“The children performed three 
dances: ‘The Barber’s Pole’, ‘The 
Spider’s Web’ and ‘Ribbon 
Weaving’, and these were a lot 
harder than they looked! 

“The children decorated wil¬ 
low crowns with flowers and 
leaves and even had their very 
own ‘Green Man’, year-3 pupil. 


Tudor Barrett, who cart-wheeled 
around the maypole at the start of 
each dance. 

Llancarfan teacher and 
Thingumijigs band member. Sue 
Birkin, said: “We are very grate¬ 
ful to Debbie for coming into 
school to teach the children the 
dances. 

“You could see from the chil¬ 
dren’s faces how much they 
enjoyed it, and with just three 
practices, they should be so proud 
of themeselves for performing 
each dance to near perfection!” 



C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


.Boxall Ltd. 


Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 30 years experience in the industry. 
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on all Gas and Oil 
Boiler Installations 
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15% on selected boilers for OAPs 

FREE no obligation survey/estimate on 
all your plumbing and heating needs. 

For more information call Dave or Frank our store manager 

on our new direct stores line: 01446 772292 


Visit our website: www.csboxaii.co.uk 










Office 01446 772444 - Freephone 0800 849 1254 

www.csboxall.co.uk llH 
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At the 
just 

MARGARET 
HEGARTY (aged 90) 
from Barry, has 
proved that it’s never 
too late to learn! 

She is an avid learner 
with the Vale of 
Glamorgan adult educa¬ 
tion programme and is 
pictured with some of her 
class mates at the 
Mynediad 1 Course for 
first year Welsh learners 
at Kings Square Library, 
Barry. 

Margaret has been 
attending since last 
September and is already 
preparing to enrol for the 
second year. 

She has also joined a 
course for IT skills! 


age of 90, Margaret 
keeps on learning! 
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Out and About with The Gl 



Star Trek sequel gives 
audience a "brilliant 
blockbuster thrill ride" 


W HEN JJ 
Abrams 
rebooted 
Star Trek in 2009, 
there was plenty 
riding on it - a 
once-great fran¬ 
chise being given a 
new spin could 
have gone many 
ways. 

Its huge success, both 
critically and financial¬ 
ly, meant that a return to 
the Starship Enterprise 
was a given, and it 
finally hits cinema 
screens in Star Trek Into 


The Darkness. 

After the crew of the 
Enterprise uncover a 
terrorist from within, 
John Harrison (played 
by Benedict 
Cumberbatch), who 
promptly escapes, Kirk 
(Chris Pine), Spock 
(Zachary Quinto) and 
the rest of the team are 
forced on a man-hunt to 
track down this deadly 
threat who could prove 
to their most difficult 
foe yet... 

The general rule of 
the pre-reboot Star Trek 
franchise was that the 
even-numbered films 


An Exhibition of 
Paintings by 
Alexander Gillan 


Thursday 23rd and 
Friday 24th May. 
2.30pm -7.30pm daily. 


FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHT 
& DAYTIME SUNDAYS 


LIVE ENTERTAINMENT 
plus Bingo 
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I OCEAN LOUNGE $ 

{ ^PORTHKERRYX}- } 

I WE ARE NOW OPEN: t 

M 

t 


t 

^ DEVIOUS ■ Rock Show Band i 

■ Tickets £4 Now on Sale * 


Traditional * 

t SUNDAY ROAST t 


Friday 17th May 
KAh AOKE 
Saturday 18th May 

MIKE ULLIVAN 

Friday 24th May 
KARAOKE 
Saturday 25th May 
SHAZELLE 
Sunday 26th May 
LOON 'Y TUNRS 

VOCAL COMEDY DUO 

Saturday 8th June 


only £7.95 


1^ CAR BOOT SALE t 

{ EVERY SUNDAY from 2pm } 

To find us - click directions@ 4 


www.firejoust.com 


Tel. 01446 710362/711538 




were the best in the 
series. Given how well 
received 2009’s take 
was, the ‘curse of the 
even-numbered film’ 
would merely add more 
pressure onto the 
sequel. 

But it’s a pressure 
that it wears well, as 
Star Trek Into Darkness 
makes for a bolder, 
grander (and yes, dark¬ 
er) proposition than the 
first outing, and while it 
doesn’t quite elevate 
itself away from the 
first outing, it still 
makes for a brilliant 
blockbuster thrill ride. 

JJ Abrams is a show¬ 
man first and foremost, 
and shows huge confi¬ 
dence in developing the 
world he helped create 
in 2009 and making the 
stakes bigger. Shot in 
3D, the film has a 
grandiose feeling, 
sweeping through 
worlds and showing an 
ambition and desire to 
expand that is an ever¬ 
present in sequels but 
one that is here deliv¬ 
ered with aplomb. 

Erom the film’s open¬ 
ing, the pace never lets 
up over its 135-minute 
running time, and 
Abrams manages to 
marry this kinetic pace 
to a story that keeps you 
fully engaged through¬ 
out. 

There are the odd 
occasions where the 
plot takes a turn back to 
the first film, showing 
some lack of originality, 
but by and large the 
script (by regular 
Abrams collaborators 
Roberto Orci, Alex 





by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


Kurtzman and Damon 
Lindelof) offers an 
emotional weight 
amidst the seemingly 
constant action, while 
the climax takes a well- 
regarded Trek story 
strand from yester-fran- 
chise and spins it on its 
head with pleasing 
results. 

The cast, the majority 
of whom are returning 
for their second dose of 
Trek, are all pitch-per¬ 
fect for the occasion 
and offer solid perform¬ 
ances across the board. 

Chris Pine manages 
to mix action with a 
wry humour as Kirk, 
while Zachary Quinto 
manages to invest more 
depth into Spock this 
time around, the charac¬ 
ter having much more 
resonance in this film. 

Simon Pegg offers 
superb comic relief as 
Scotty, and while the 
likes of John Cho, 

Anton Yelchin and Zoe 
Saldana feel slightly 


sidelined, Benedict 
Cumberbatch’s John 
Harrison more than 
makes up for that. 

The actor’s perform¬ 
ance here cuts through 
the film, the mysterious 
character underpinning 
Cumberbatch’s cold, 
steely-eyed persona and 
his turn (in particular 
the emphasis on physi- 
cality) is hugely impres¬ 
sive. 

Given that Abrams is 
set to direct the next 
Star Wars film, if this 
proves to be his good¬ 
bye to the franchise 
then it can be consid¬ 
ered a job well done, 
especially as he has 
restored Star Trek to far 
more than the second- 
tier concern it was in 
danger of becoming. 

Instead, as Star Trek 
Into Darkness reaffirms, 
it is a spectacular and 
engrossing blockbuster 
experience. 

VERDICT: A strong 
second outing for the 
crew of the Starship 
Enterprise, Star Trek 
Into Darkness is an 
entertaining thrill ride 
of a film that delivers 
action and suspense in 
equal measure. 

Well-directed and 
acted, the film is an 
unashamed summer 
blockbuster, but with 
some weight, and is def¬ 
initely worth catching. 
Highly recommended. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: Star Trek 
(2009), The Empire 
Strikes Back (1980). 
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Dambusters 
remembered 
THE Glamorgan Wartime 
Heritage Centre at Barry 
Island station is holding a 
commemorative evening today 
(May 16) to mark the 70th 
anniversary of the Second 
World War ‘Dambusters 
Raid’ on the Ruhr Valley 
Dams. 

It will also remember Sgt Gordon 
Yeo, of Barry, who took part in the 
raid. 

Eamily member Belinda Brown 
will read a short play that she wrote, 
followed by ex-WAAE Officer Eileen 
Younghusband describing how she 
was one of the team who plotted the 
raid using their radar signatures. 

Doors will open at 6.30pm, and the 
evening commences at 7pm. 

Admission is free. 

Coastal walk 

ALL 17 Soroptimist Clubs in south 
Wales are taking to the Wales 
coastal path on Saturday (May 18) 
for a charity walk, each covering a 
specific stretch from Chepstow 
through to Cardigan. 

The Bridgend club is covering the 
path from Monknash through to 
Kenfig Nature Reserve, where they 
will meet up with Port Talbot club, 
who will cover the next stretch. The 
whole of the south Wales distance 
will be covered during one day. 

The objectives are to raise funds 
for a variety of charities; raise aware¬ 
ness of Soroptimism, and highlight 
the coastal path as a tourist attraction. 

Ward surgery 

Labour Vale and town councillors 
for Buttrills and Court wards Barry, 
Bronwen Brooks, Pamela Drake, 
Jeff Evans and Stuart Egan will be 
holding their regular monthly 
advice surgery on Saturday, May 
18, from 10am to 11.30am in the 
meeting room of Barry Library 
Kings Square. No appointment is 
necessary. 

Brass band 
competes 
AFTER competing at the 
National Eisteddfod last year, 
the Vale of Glamorgan Brass 
Band has decided to compete 
in three contests this year, 
beginning on Saturday (May 
18) at Ebbw Vale, against 10 
other bands. 

Unfortunately, the band will not be 


able to compete at the National 
Eisteddfod this year, but hopes to 
enter again next year. It will soon be 
releasing its first CD. 

Valeways walks 

ON Sunday, May 19 at 10.30am, 
‘Moulton-eering’, meeting at the 
Three Horsehoes car park, 

Moulton. 

On Thursday, May 23 at 10am, ‘By 
the Baptismal Pond,’ meeting at the 
Sycamore Tree Inn, Colwinston for a 
two-hour extended walk. 

Also on May 23 at 10.30am, the 
coffee shop strollers meet at Rhoose 
railway station car park. 

Free display 

A SUMMER open exhibition at 
Barry Broad Street Railway Station 
Travellers Gallery (May 13-July 12) 
shows work by a diverse range of 
artists. 

Open from 7am-1pm, Monday to 
Eriday. Admission is free. 

Life-saving training 

WELSH Hearts are holding a free, 
one-off life-saving session on 
Monday, May 20, at The Bear Hotel 
in Cowbridge, 7.30pm-9.30pm. 

Children, 10 years and above are 
welcome to attend with their parents, 
who will receive training in vital life¬ 
saving skills to deal with emergen¬ 
cies. Contact Welsh Hearts on 
07730944700, or email 
sharon@welshhearts.org 

Croquet lessons 

DYEE^N Croquet Club will be 
holding a beginners’ coaching 
course on four consecutive 
Wednesday evenings, starting on 
May 20 at 6.30pm. 

The club will also be offering free 
sessions to the public on bank holiday 
Monday (May 27) between 11am and 
4pm for those visiting Dyffryn 
Gardens. 

Eor further information, telephone 
Paul Pristavec (01443 676239); Sue 
Mackay (01446 710237) or visit 
WWW. dyjfryncroquet. org. uk 

LIFT meeting 

Voluntary organisation LILT (Life 
Is Eor Today) is a self help group 
for those affected by breast cancer 
who meet regularly to offer support 
and friendship for people living in 
the Vale. 

The next LIET group meeting will 
be on Wednesday, May 22, between 
2pm and 4pm, with a visit to Dyffryn 
House and Gardens. Then on June 5 
between 10am and 1pm, members 
meet for relaxation therapies. New 
members are always welcome to 
come along. 

Please contact Anne on 01446 
772843 or Jan 01446 774575 for fur¬ 
ther information. 


Bike shop 
on agenda 


MIDNIGHT RUNNERS 

KARAOKE/DISCO 


The Vale CounciVs 
economy and environ¬ 
ment scrutiny commit¬ 
tee is reviewing the 
closure of Barry Bike 
Shop today 

(Thursday), following 
a request by independ¬ 
ent councillor Richard 
Bertin, after it was 
closed due to council 
cuts. 

The bike repair facili¬ 
ty recycled bikes, provid¬ 
ed training and low cost 
bike sales from its for¬ 
mer base at the Holm 
View. 

Coun Bertin is 
requesting that the coun¬ 
cil rethink its decision 
and continue with the 
service. 

The closure is on the 
agenda for the meeting 
which starts at 6pm at 
the Civic Offices and 
members of the public 
are welcome to attend. 


70’s Music - Dance Anthems 

Get the Party started . . . 
Parties, Family Celebrations 
Call Colin on 

07949 968835 

www.victoriainnsigingstone.co.uk 

Victoria Inn 

SIGINGSTONE 
Nr Cowbridge 

Free House • Family Run • Extensive Menu 
FRESH COD & CHIPS £6.95 
Served BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 27th May 
NEW TWO-COURSE SPECIALS £10.95 

Served DAILY Lunchtimes and Evenings 

RENOWNED ‘SPECIALITY’ PIES 

FRIDAY NIGHT: STEAK NIGHT 

LocaUy sourced - only £10 

SUNDAY LUNCH only £8.95 

FOOD SERVED ALL DAY SUNDAY 
12 noon - 8pm 
B&B accommodation 

All rooms ensuite 

Tel: 01446 773943 
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Cupid steals the show 
at Midnight Sleep Walk! 



ROMANCE was in the air when super¬ 
heroes filled the streets of Cardiff for Ty 
Hafan’s Midnight Sleep Walk on Friday, 
May 10. 

More than 700 participants, wearing pyjamas, red 
capes and flashing headgear, took part in the six- 
mile walk which started at Cardiff’s Millennium 
Stadium. 

One of the highlights that had everyone cheering 
was a surprise marriage proposal by a Ty Hafan 
dad from Maesteg. 

After delivering a speech about the difference Ty 
Hafan makes to his two-year-old son, Riley, 
Matthew Davies got down on one knee and popped 
the question to long-term partner, Kat Bancroft. 

Kat, who embraced the superhero theme with 
blue hair and a superwoman costume, said ‘yes’, 
much to the crowd’s delight. 

“Ty Hafan has been amazing with Riley and our 
other sons and I was really honoured to tell the 
ladies why the walk means so much to families like 
us,” said Matthew. 

“Kat had no idea I was going to propose to her - 
I think she’s still in shock! It’s definitely a night 
we’ll never forget.” 

Ty Hafan ambassador and BBC newsreader Lucy 
Owen donned a cape and flashing headgear for the 
midnight walk and described the atmosphere as 
“electric.” 

Other guests included a Capt Jack Sparrow 
impersonator, singer James Williams and Real 
Radio presenter Dave Brookes. 

Sali Thomas, event organiser at Ty Hafan, said: 
“With an ever increasing number of children and 
families being referred to Ty Hafan’s services, it is 


Ty Hafan lottery 
draw winners 


THE following are 
winning numbers in 
the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lot¬ 
tery draw number 
774: 

• £2,000: 626989. 

• The rollover, 
which now stands at 
£2,000, was not won this 
week. 

• £10: 3 7 9 8 6 7, 

266129, 545162,702257, 
591734,488145,790169, 
212046, 590214,571080, 
247014, 308741, 

460868,514766,680497, 
357166, 878245,712727, 
448556, 606954. 

• £5: 570696, 

474980, 692554, 639554, 
426084, 869952, 256158, 
109174, 839467, 692344, 
827076,815772, 779481, 
441727, 459343, 807587, 


483933,117547,715000, 
611561, 362104, 

668047,757801,590529, 
134234, 241328, 

373580,813736,237017, 
117808, 844314, 690758, 
835192,303125,736738, 
339655, 751138, 

113270,876591, 819195, 
476725,231519,575264, 
529484,185478,793684, 
886596,416096, 692114, 
905294, 583059, 

403060,645975,308025, 
988880,236470,367168, 
182512. 

The GEM cannot be 
held responsible for any 
errors or o mi ssions con¬ 
tained in the above. 

For lottery information 
please telephone 029 
2053 2300. 


Country legend 

LEGENDARY country singer, Kenny 
Rogers, wil be appearing at the Motorpoint 
Arena, Cardiff on June 29 during his UK 
tour. 


Known for his instantly recognisable, 
laid-back singing stye, he has had a stellar 
career stretching over five and a half 
decades, and is a recent inductee into the 


Country Music Hall of Eame. 



Matthew Davies proposing to Kat Bancroft 

so important that our events are supported and I 
would like to thank all the ladies and the volunteer 
marshals for helping to make the night a great suc¬ 
cess. 

“I would also like to say a big thank you to 
Convey Law for sponsoring the event, Emma Jane's 
Cupcake Kitchen for making 800 cupcakes for the 
walkers, 9Bar for the delicious treats, Carrie Elspeth 
Jewellery for the beautiful gifts and finally to Just 
Perfect Catering for the well-deserved hot drinks. 

“It was a fantastic night which was made even 
more special by the marriage proposal. It was a huge 
success and we’re now all extremely excited for the 
Midnight Sleep Walk in Swansea.” 

It is estimated the event will raise more than 
£50,000 for Ty Hafan, which needs more than £3m 
a year to provide its services free of charge to hun¬ 
dreds of families across Wales. 

Registration will be opening soon for Ty Hafan’s 
Midnight Sleep Walk in Swansea on Friday 
September 27. 

Find out how to support Ty Hafan by visiting 
WWW. tyhafan.org 


Trail Tales with 
storyteller Katie 


STORYTELLER 
Katie Jones will 
lead a free walk 
around Cowbridge’s 
secret spots, to dis¬ 
cover stories arising 
in the most unex¬ 
pected places - as 
part of the Vale 
Walking Festival, 
supported by the 
Vale Council, on 
June 1, from 2pm to 
4.30pm. 

The walking group 
will meander along 
rivers, through wood¬ 
land, ancient ruins and 
historic villages to 
Cowbridge’s Mount Ida, 
the‘Mountain of the 
Goddess.’ 

Katie Jones said: 
“Once, stories would 
have travelled these 


ancient paths where trav¬ 
ellers would have rested 
beneath an ancient oak 
and exchanged tales. 

“Stories would have 
been shared by the folk 
within the castle walls 
beside a blazing fire. 
These stories brought 
many gifts. 

“They would have 
seeped into the stone, 
into the landscape, the 
trees, the earth, they 
would have been carried 
by the birds and the net¬ 
work of roots beneath 
the soil. These stories 
remain. 

“We are simply too 
busy in our lives to stop 
and to listen. We can 
hear these stories as 
whispers on the wind, as 
ripples on a stream. 
These stories are calling 
to be told.” 


Find us on Twitter - 

@gem_news 
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Bobbies On Call wilt give 
the elderly 'peace of mind' 



A RETIRED 
senior 
police offi¬ 
cer, who began his 
career as a cadet 
in the Vale of 
Glamorgan, has 
launched a service 
that aims to 
^‘bring peace of 
mintf’ to the eld¬ 
erly across south 
Wales. 

Bobbies On Call has 
been set up, initially in 
the Vale, by Bob Evans 
and co-founder Bob 
McAlister, who both 
retired recently from 
the police force. 

Bob from Penllyn, 
Cowbridge, began his 
career in 1980, at the 
age of 17 - rising 
through the ranks of 
South Wales Police 
before retiring with 
the rank of Assistant 
Chief Constable. 

Bobbies On Call is a 
subscription-based 
service that will be 
available on a 24- 
hours a day, seven- 
days a week call line 
for household mainte¬ 
nance problems. 

Staffed by teams of 
retired police officers 
and emergency servic¬ 
es staff, it incorporates 
a range of practical 


support services, from 
minor crisis resolution, 
handyman support 
and house minding, to 
crime prevention 
advice, chauffeuring 
and general compan¬ 
ionship. 

Co-founder Bob 
McAlister, who also 
held a senior position 
at South Wales Police, 
said Bobbies On Call 
suits those people who 
live alone and may not 
always have reliable 
help close to hand. 

“We’ve set up the 
service as we want to 
put our knowledge and 
dependability to good 
use,” he explains. 

“With many years 
service apiece, there is 


very little that Bobbies 
On Call personnel 
haven’t encountered 
and dealt with calmly 
and efficiently.” 

Bob Evans added: 
“Our hand-picked 
staff understand that 
day-to-day concerns 
can prevent those who 
live alone from enjoy¬ 
ing their home and 
sense of well-being. 

“Cold-callers, rogue 
traders, worrying if 
your property is safe 
and secure, are all 
issues that can cause 
anxiety. 

“Then there are the 
day-to-day niggles 
people wish were sort¬ 
ed out - from a light 
fitting that needs fix¬ 


ing - to help in mak¬ 
ing sense of a utilities 
bill or contract.” 

Both Bobs believe 
that just knowing 
there is someone at the 
end of the phone who 
will call round and 
help out can make all 
the difference. 

They are confident 
that elderly people liv¬ 
ing throughout south 
Wales will come to rely 
on a service which 
simply asks that they 
‘Call Bob’. 

To learn more about 
Bobbies On Call, visit 
www.bobbiesoncall.com 
or call 01446 656789 to 
arrange a home visit 
and discuss the sub¬ 
scription options. 


“/ wanted to haie someone 
at the end of tlu' phone 
I knew I could rely on. " 


BODIES 

on CALL 
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BRIGHT 

LIGHTS 

Celebrating 15 Years 

WHITSUN 
BANK HOLIDAY 

Friday 24th May to Monday 27th May 

The ij J Weekend 

Up to 40% OFF 

plus many ex-display items at Half Price 

Complimentary refreshments and 
nibbles during the big weekend 

BRIGHT LIGHTS, a local family owned business opened their doors 15 years ago and is 
now one of the largest lighting retailers in South Wales. 

Andre, Peter and David run the store with expertise and a wealth of knowledge in the lighting 
industry. The selection for indoor and outdoor lighting is exceptional, from traditional to modern 
and contemporary with all the latest styles and colours. 

To celebrate 15 years of success. Bright Lights have some amazing offers and discounts for 
the Whitsun Bank Holiday weekend - Take advantage of the many great offers and help them 
celebrate with complimentary refreshments and nibbles. 

VALEGATE RETAIL PARK. CULVERHOUSE CROSS. CARDIFF. CF5 6EH 

02920 595953 


www.brightlights.com 


Happy 15 th Anniversary 
Bright Lights! 

From Kosnic UK Ltd. 

‘Thank you very much for your continued support’ 
David Hughes, Kosnic Sales Agent - South 

Unit D2, Kennetside, Bone Lane, 
Newbury. RG14 5PX, UK 
t +44(0)1635 520 041 I f +44(0)845 838 6852 

www.kosnic.com 


END N 

LIGHTING & HOME 

AN NLC GROUP COMPANY 


Endon Lighting Ltd, 

Units 1-3 Cross Green Way, 
Cross Green Industrial Park 
Leeds LS9 OSE 

T: 0113 380 5700 I 

F: 0113 248 4519 

E: Sales@endon.co.uk 
W: www.endon.co.uk 


r We are 
pleased 
to supply 

BRIGHT 

LIGHTS 

Happy 15th 
Birthday 




Cypress House 
Pascal Close 
Cardiff 

SHRKN 

irt ce» 02920 990 181 


We are pleased to support 

BRIGHT LIGHTS 

Happy 15th Birthday! 

WWW. serenaaccountants .co.uk 


We are pleased to 
supply Bright Lights and 
congratulate them on 
15 years success 

Further enquiries, 
call 01604 790986 

www.eglo.com 
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FELINE FAMILY STARTS 
LIFE BEHIND BARS! 



ABOVE: The six new-born kittens - Jessica, Sherlock, Christie, Marple, Kojak and Morse. 


HMP Parc found 
itself with seven new 
inmates when staff 
discovered a feline 
family in residence 
inside the prison 
walls. 

Now, after a rescue 
operation, six new-born 
kittens and their mum are 
safe in their local cat pro¬ 
tection centre. 

It all started when a 
prison employee arrived 
at HMP Parc, and nestled 
in a truck was a cat with 
her new family. 

The prison contacted 
Cats Protection’s 

Bridgend Adoption 
Centre in nearby 
Bryncethin, and deputy 
manager Kelly Matthews 
dashed to the prison. 

Kelly said: “The kit¬ 
tens were an easy catch, 
but mum was more elu¬ 
sive and, despite help 
from prison staff, she 


managed to get away.” 

The kittens were taken 
back to the centre while 
Cats Protection and HMP 
Parc staff joined forces 
and made plans to cap¬ 
ture the mum. 

Katie, one of the cat 
carers charged with car¬ 
ing for the kittens, said: 
“The kittens were well- 
behaved but very 
demanding, as they need¬ 
ed bottle feeding every 
two hours through the 
day and night. 

“I will be glad when 
they are reunited with 
their mum so I can catch 
up on my sleep.” 

Thanlrfully the plans 
made to capture the mum 
were successful and 24 
hours later she was 
brought back to the cat 
centre. 

Staff there were appre¬ 
hensive as there was a 
risk that the mum would 
reject her kittens. 



V_y 


ABOVE: Sherlock and Morse. 

However, smearing cat This story has a happy 
food on the kittens’ fur to ending but sadly this isn’t 
disguise human smells the case for many others, 
worked, and mum was “We have already had 
soon contentedly nursing a bumper start to kitten 
her kittens. season and would 

The centre manager, encourage everyone to 
Sue Dobbs, said: “It’s get their cats neutered to 
great to see mum and kit- prevent the problem of 
tens happily reunited, unwanted kittens.” 


The mother cat has 
been named Agatha and 
the kittens Christie, 
Jessica, Marple, Poirot, 
Kojak and Sherlock. 
They will be cared for in 
the centre until they are 
ready for rehoming in 
eight to nine weeks’ time. 

Cats Protection’s 

Bridgend Adoption 
Centre currently has 
more than 180 cats and 
kittens in care. 

Anyone interested in 
adopting a cat should 
contact the centre on 
01656 724396 or email 
mailto:bridgend@cats.or 
g.uk 

Part cost neutering 
vouchers are available to 
members of the public on 
income based benefits, 
more information can be 
found on www.brid 
gend.cats.org.uk 


Bears take the plunge! 


ST CADOC’S church in 
Cadoxton, Barry, held its 
sponsored teddy hear para¬ 
chute jump and harhecue on 
Sunday, May 5. 

The weather was fine for the 45 
brave bears and various assorted ani¬ 
mals who dared to attempt their para¬ 
chute jump, and after undergoing their 
medical checks in the well equipped 
first aid tent, they were pronounced 
‘fit to fly.’ 

Most of the bears and other animals 
landed safely, although for those with 
minor injuries, the ‘ambulance crew’, 
Leo and Cameron, were on hand to 
transport them to the first aid tent for 
treatment. Well done to them for all 
their hard work. Each bear was award¬ 
ed a well-deserved certificate of brav¬ 
ery. The prize for the best dressed 
adult’s bear was given to Mrs Val 
Young. 

The first prize in the children’s sec¬ 
tion was awarded to Evan Dyer; sec¬ 
ond prize to Angel Ash, and third prize 
to Ellamae Elynn. The standard of the 
other entrants was so good that all chil¬ 
dren were awarded a prize. 

The barbecue was well-attended 
and enjoyed and there were many 
interesting faces coming out of the 
church after the children had faces 
painted. 

We also had the name the bear com¬ 
petition with the following names cho¬ 
sen as winners: Scrappy, Jean Miller; 
Kim, Kate Woodfin; Tuppence, Judith 


Clemence; Echo, Shirley c/o Maureen; 
Riley, Alison; Dodger, Nathan; and 
Dazzle, N Dyne. 

The event raised the grand sum of 
£1,215.59 to date - which will enable 
the parish churches of St Cadoc’s and 
St Mary’s to send many more gift- 
filled shoe boxes to needy children in 
eastern European countries this 
Christmas time, as part of the 
Samaritans Purse Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox Appeal. 

Eor some of these children, this will 
be the only gift received, and because 
of the sheer number in need, they may 
never receive another box again. 

Thank you to everyone for their 
attendance at this event and for the 
extremely generous sponsorship given 
to this worthwhile appeal, it will make 
a difference to a child less fortunate 
than our own. 

The recipients of these boxes are 
often orphans, or have been abandoned 
- some live on the streets, some have 
HIV, others live in dire poverty and 
have never been given a toy before. 

Gift-filled boxes are distributed 
regardless of nationality, politics, or 
religion; just where there is a need. 

This year’s boxes will be packed 
ready for dispatch at the end of 
October. We were able to send 642 gift 
filled boxes last year, and because of 
your generosity, we will be able to 
reach as many children as possible this 
year. Thank you all; you will make a 
difference to a child’s life. 

SHIRLEY POWELL 


i 


Tel: 01446 771660 Mob: 07854 125404 
Richard Cou«ni 


MACHINERY LTD 


MAY TIP: 

Treat with weed killer, 
£50 TO £100 lower the blades, 

CASHBACK ON “^anyLre 
HONDA MOWERS patches 

SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 
Unit 10a, Vale Business Park, Llandow 
www.richardcouzens.co.uk 
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Fitted 

Bedrooms 


Home Office 

Genuine made to measure units for that 
perfect fit. Huge range of door styies and 
coiours. Over 1000 combinations, aii 
instaiied by professionais 


Ten Good Reasons to choose 
Town & Country Bedrooms 

Genuine Made to Measure Units. 

Now over 1000 Choices. 

10 Year Guarantee on all units. 

Highest quality unit construction. 

Latest computer design software. 

Highly experienced tradesmen 
No pressure sales approach. 

Installing bedrooms for over 30 years 


Free home measure and consultation. 


Friendly family business. 


Special offers on all ranges 


Siiding Door 
Wardrobes 

Both fitted and freestanding siiding 
door wardrobes. Call in to view as the 
choice is vast and we can’t get it all on 
the website!! 



Town 6< Country Redrooms 

www.townandcountrybedroonns.co.uk 


DESIGH MANUFACTURE 


CALL 

NOW 

01656 

657526 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Undustrial Estate 
Bridgend CF31 3RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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4 DAYS OF CLEARANCE MADNESS! 1 





^ Corner Leather ^ 
IWcliner in Oenm 

wvnc Now 

^£999 £799^ 
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1 Now 

\Trlu £499) 


/Wk UMhw 3«lv 
Seaaer Solas 

^.£799 £599J 

XaBlIiar DaUnf duar^ 
Hvy BrwwvarSacfe 

was N®11 

£59 J 

/^aUl Qalt Citpf^lo^N 

Dining Tabic 

£399^ 






Due to the reorqanisotion of stock m our shourroorm arxJ warehouses 
we are forced to clear ler^e qiraoiltlee of suites arxl sofas« beds arul 
bedroom, dining fun^ure. occasiorsel fier^iture. accessories end much 
much rTKire. 

Ihere has never been a bener time to grab your self a bargain 


DOORS OPEN THURSDAY 9AM SHARP 
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CMte Comer 
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OeSIGNeR furniture OUTLET STORES - NOW OPEN TO THE PUBLICI 


I INTEREST FREE CREOrr 

■ 

i HOUR DEUVERY 
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mcmths 

FREEcrMKf 

no interest rso charges 
0% typical APR 
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LOCAL SCHOOL’S CHARITY 
CONCERT FOR SRI LANKA 


^ f < i 

Vj ,VIv 


BARRY Comprehensive pupils recently 
staged a night of musical and movie hits in 
support of Sri Lanka. 

Once again, the abundance of talent at Barry 
Comprehensive School was showcased - students 
from across the age range worked together to put on 
an excellent show. 

The audience was fortunate enough to have an 
early trailer of Miss Saigon; if this concert is any¬ 
thing to go by, then the full production promises to 
be excellent. 

There was a wide range of music with the school’s 
own brass band, the percussion band and a set from 
local band ‘Back to November’. 

The morning after the concert was also extremely 
busy for the music department, as they opened the 
‘Sharing of Good Practice’ conference at Ty Dysgu. 
Audience feedback was very positive as teachers 
from a range of schools commented on the high stan¬ 
dards of our musicians. 

AC 


Joe Green and Senior Choir performing ‘Bui Doi’ from Miss Saigon. 


% ^ 






Housing association 
wins national award 



‘Help combat 
poverty’ - plea 


UK-WIDE initiative 
The Big Lunch is 
urging residents to 
‘Bring a Tin’ to its 
community parties 
on Sunday, June 2, 
to donate to a local 
food bank. 

With more people 
turning to food banks 
than ever before, the ini¬ 
tiative’s organisers have 
teamed up with food 
bank charity. The 
Trussell Trust, to encour¬ 
age this year’s Big 
Lunchers to remember 
the 13 million people in 
the UK living under the 
poverty line when plan¬ 
ning their events. 


The Trussell Trust 
works with local commu¬ 
nities to run foodbanks 
which provide a mini¬ 
mum of three days emer¬ 
gency food and support 
to people experiencing 
crisis in the UK. 

In the last 12 months, 
almost 350,000 people 
have turned to Trussell 
Trust foodbanks for three 
days emergency food, 
170 per cent more than in 
the previous year - the 
biggest increase since the 
charity began in 2000. 

For further informa¬ 
tion or to request your 
free pack to help organ¬ 
ise your Big Lunch, visit 
WWW. thebiglunch. com. 


VALE THRILLER 

A NEW thriller set in the Vale of Glamorgan has 
been released by Y Lolfa publishers. 

Blood Month by William Vaughan, is a detective 
story set in a fictional boys’ boarding school in 
Llanover, where a young teacher chances upon the 
body of the unpopular headmaster. 

It is the author’s first attempt at an adult novel 
following the publication of three novels for chil¬ 
dren and young adults. Bom and educated in 
Cardiff, William Vaughan has taught English and 
history at schools in Leicestershire and Cardiff. 


Newydd tenants, staff and board 
members celebrate their win! 

NEWYDD Housing Association, which has more 
than 1,400 homes in the Vale, has won a national 
award for excellence as a landlord. 

It was awarded the Roy Parry Landlord 
Excellence category at the annual TPAS Cymru 
Participation Awards held at the All Nations Centre 
in Cardiff on May 8. 

The award is in memory of tenant and former 
Chair of TPAS Cymru, Roy Parry, who died in 2008. 


Winner’s talk to 
Scott Society 


DAVID FARROW 
has told the Cardiff- 
based Captain Scott 
Society about his 
adventures in 
Kurdistan, where, 
as a member of the 
Cambridge 
University moun¬ 
taineering team, he 
attempted climbs on 
a number of previ¬ 
ously unconquered 
peaks. 

Each year, the Scott 
Society expeditions com¬ 
mittee selects its ‘Spirit 
of Adventure’ award win¬ 
ner from a wide range of 


applicants. The award is 
worth £2,000, although 
some winners in the past 
have commented that it is 
the prestige associated 
with the award, rather 
than the money, which 
counts most. 

The society looks in 
particular for a ‘first’ and 
the award is available to 
any individual or group 
undertaking an adventur¬ 
ous pursuit that exempli¬ 
fies Captain Scott’s spirit 
of adventure. 

Contact either Jack 
Wright (expeditions sec¬ 
retary) on 02920 754869 
or Julian Rosser (chair¬ 
man) on 02920 626715. 


Oliver Haines- 
Knight and Oliver 
Bartlett performing 
‘Expressing Yourself’ 
from Billy Elliot. 
Photographs by 
Scott Nelson. 


Drilling applications in 
the Vale are not what 
they appear to be... 


O UR MP, 

Alun Cairns 
tells The 
GEM, as he also 
told last Friday’s 
Bonvilston anti¬ 
drilling meeting, 
that the plans do 
not involve ‘frack¬ 
ing’ (GEM May 9). 

Yet the company’s 
“Supporting 
Information” on the 
Vale planning site 
shows they plan to test- 
drill for both coal-bed 
methane and shale gas. 

Both are termed 
“unconventional gas” 
sources, which require 
high pressure fluid to be 
injected to force out the 
natural gas (methane). 

As the document says 
“technological advances 
mean it could be eco¬ 
nomically viable to 
extract methane from 
these sources”. 

The test-drilling 
would not fracture the 
coal-seams and rock 
strata, but pump down 
fluid at moderate pres¬ 
sure and measure the 
gas driven off. 

If this is successful, 
we read, a plan for gas 
extraction will follow. 
The “technological 
advances”, of course, 
mean extraction will be 
via high pressure fluid 
injection that fractures 
the rocks (‘fracking’). 


The tree test drilling 
applications at 
B on vil ston/Llantrithyd, 
Dyffryn and Llandow 
are all misleading in 
stating they cover “con¬ 
ventional gas”. 

Are the Vale planners 
just naive in accepting 
this false description, 
when it’s clearly 
“unconventional gas” 
and the Wales planning 
guidance is different for 
the two categories? 

They have rushed out 
a brief ‘Screening 
Opinion’ dated April 18 


that does not even men¬ 
tion the purpose and 
type of gas extraction. 
And have allowed peo¬ 
ple only until May 14 to 
read the documents and 
question the applicants, 
then put in objections. 

Let’s demand re-sub- 
mission with proper title 
and due time for 
informing and consult¬ 
ing local people. 

Max Wallis 
Barry & Vale Eriends 
of the Earth 


‘Say no to fracking’ 


C ampaigners 
from ‘The 
Vale Says No’ 
were in Llantwit 
Major town centre 
on Saturday giving 
information about 
proposals to test drill 
for gas. 

As reported. Coastal 
Oil and Gas is now pro¬ 
posing to drill on four 
sites in the rural Vale. 

Each hole takes about 
seven weeks of continu¬ 
ous noisy drilling, plus 
the disruption of getting 
heavy equipment on and 
off site. 

All the proposed sites 
are close to visitor 
attractions like Dyffryn 
House and Tinkinswood, 
and are used by walkers. 


cyclists, horse riders and 
people out for a pub 
lunch! 

The Llandow sites are 
very close to many local 
businesses, including a 
popular caravan site. 

The remaining two are 
in agricultural areas. 

The Vale Says No is 
one of many campaigns 
up and down the country 
led by local people who 
are worried about the 
effects of the ‘dash for 
gas’ on local jobs, coun¬ 
tryside and health. 

More information 
from thevalesaysno.com 
orfrackfreewales.word- 
press.com. 

Liz Hayes, 

Llantwit Major. 
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Brynhill Golf Club 

Membership promotion 2013 

£500 - limited spaces available. 

Junior Golfers (age 5 to 16 years) 

Play for free (T&C apply). 

Monday Madness 

£10 per person green fees. 

Summer 4 ball Offer 

£100 including 2 buggies. 

2013 Open Days 

Tee times available. 

Societies, corporate events, 
meetings, private functions and 
weddings (groups of 12 to 120) 
can be catered for. 

01446 720277 

Louise@brynhillgolfclub.co.uk 

www.brynhillgolfclub.co.uk 

BARRY^— 
ADVERTISER LTD. 

▼ General Printers 

▼ Wedding Stationery 

▼ All Stationery Requirements 

We are pleased to support 

Brynhill Golf Club 


Watson Street, Barry 

Tel 01446 735452 



Unit 3e, Palmersvale 
Business Centre, 
Banv CF63 2XA 


We are delighted to support 

Brynhill Golf Club 


Asbestos Removal & 
Disposal Services 

• INDUSTRIAL 

• COMMERCIAL 

• RESIDENTIAL 

Fully licensed through the Health & Safety 
Executive: Licence Number: 4061105056 

iF IN DOUBT, CALL 
THE EXPERTS OUT!’ 

SERVICES WE OFFER: 

Asbestos Removal & Disposal • Asbestos 
Management, Refurbishment & Demolition 
Surveys • Demoiition & Soft Stripping • Asbestos 
Sampling • Artex Ceiling Removal • Asbestos 
Shed & Garage Roofs removed & reinstated • 
Asbestos Soffits and Facia Boards • Asbestos 
Floor Tiles • Reinstatement Projects. 

Lowest prices guaranteed 

CALL NOW FOR A FREE 
NO OBLIGATION QUOTATION FOR 
ANY OF THE ABOVE SERVICES. 


E-Mail: asguardltd@btconnect.com 
Mobile: 07843 578119 
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Brynhill Golf Club 


WHERE BARRY MEETS THE VALE 
AND OEEERS THE BEST OE GOLE 


Brynhill kicks out 
the blazers - and 
offers a warm 
welcome to golfers! 


B rynhill 

Golf Club 
has two sim¬ 
ple messages for 
anyone who enjoys 
the great game of 
golf. 

The first is that the 
club is now seeing the 
result of intelligent for¬ 
ward planning, which 
has meant that a fine 
course has developed 
into an excellent one - 
following the acquisi¬ 
tion of extra land 10 
years ago. 

The club has been 
fixture on the south 
Wales circuit for years - 
its strong league golf 
teams have assured that 
- but it had been a tight 
squeeze to fit 18 holes 
in to the space available 
and some holes were 
close together. On occa¬ 
sions, one group of 
players would cross 
over in front of another, 
causing annoying hold¬ 
ups. 

That extra land meant 
that the course could 
‘spread out’ and solve 
that problem, and now 
that young trees have 
matured, members 
believe that it is an 
undiscovered gem - a 
testing 6,500 yard lay¬ 
out, across the rolling 
downs and with views 
all the way across the 
Bristol Channel, just 
waiting for local golfers 
to enjoy. 

What is more, at the 
moment there is no 
joining fee, and the club 
is so confident that 
golfers will be 
impressed that it has 
launched a ‘try before 
you buy’ offer 

The second message 
is that the club has 
made a determined 
effort to tackle a long¬ 
standing prejudice about 
the game - that it is run 
by old fogeys in blaz¬ 
ers! 

It is a tough prejudice 
to crack. After all, every 
year the Open 


by PHILIP IRWIN 



ABOVE: Duncan Prior keeps 
a well-stocked shop. 


Championship presenta¬ 
tion sees a phalanx of 
Royal and Ancient top 
brass assemble, each 
with a cut-glass accent, 
to make long speeches 
and (eventually) present 
the claret jug to the 
champion! 

A club such as 
Brynhill is far from that 
stereotype, and always 
has been. Members 
come from every walk 
of life and really, the 
only thing they have in 
common when they join 
is that they like playing 
golf. 

Committee member 
Christian Shepherd told 
The GEM: “When I 
joined, I turned up one 
afternoon, found that a 
regular group of around 
a dozen played at that 
time, and was given a 
warm welcome. 

“Each week we 
would draw for partners 
and that way I played 
against different people 
and made new friends 
as well" 

The emphasis in 
Brynhill is encouraging 
relaxed, sociable golf, 
competing keenly on 
the course but then 
relaxing and enjoying 
good conversation in 
the bar after. 


You can choose to 
play regular competi¬ 
tions, and work on get¬ 
ting your handicap 
down, or simply enjoy 
getting out in the fresh 
air, savouring your sur¬ 
roundings, and set your 
own personal targets. 

The ladies’ section 
has exactly the same 
ethos and, because the 
club believes in intro¬ 
ducing golf to as many 
young people as possi¬ 
ble, the same is true of 
the junior section. 

The club values its 
younger members so 
highly that concessions 
are given on member¬ 
ship fees all the way up 
to the age of 30! 

Anyone between 21 and 
30 gets a 33 per cent 
discount. 

In fact, the club 
believes so strongly in 
promoting the game to 
young people, that a 
very special offer has 
been introduced. 

Any full playing 
member has up to two 
free junior memberships 
automatically, so they 
can take their child (or 
children) out on the 
course and try out the 
game. 

The offer extends to 
older full playing mem¬ 


bers too, who can can 
take advantage of the 
free membership by 
bringing along a grand¬ 
child. 

What’s more, that 
free membership does 
not mean that the adult 
has to play with the jun¬ 
ior every time. Boys 
and girls who take up 
the game can get 
involved in all the jun¬ 
ior activities. 

They can get coach¬ 
ing at the club academy 
from the club profes¬ 
sional, Duncan Prior, on 
a Monday evening, and 
from assistant profes¬ 
sional Gareth Bennett 
on a Saturday morning. 

They can play in jun¬ 
ior competitions, and 
are eligible for the jun¬ 
ior league teams, who 
play other junior sec¬ 
tions from clubs in the 
area. 

There is something a 
little mysterious about 
Brynhill because, over 
the years, it has pro¬ 
duced far more than its 
fair share of top golfers. 

Top players who 
were internationals and 
good enough to turn 
professional include 
Calvin O’Carroll, 

Kyron O’Sullivan, lestyn 
Taylor and Stephen 
Dodd. 

Duncan Prior, who 
has been at Brynhill 
since 2004, keeps a 
well-stocked shop and 
believes in using the lat¬ 
est technology when it 
comes to teaching. 

He said: “Eor the last 
10 months, we have 
been working on video 
interactive tuition, 
recording a video analy¬ 
sis of a golfer’s swing 
when they have a les¬ 
son, and then making it 
available on an iPad so 
they can keep it and 
refer to it whenever 
they need a refresher. 

“It has proved to be 
really popular!” 
(CONTINUED 
ON PAGE 21) 



J.S.BOWSHER LTD 


JOINERY SHOPFITTING BUILDING 

We are pleased to support 
BRYNHILL GOLF CLUB 

Plot 3 Atlantic Trading Estate, SD 
Barry, Vale of Glamorgan. 

CF63 3RF Vr 

Tel. (01446) 747362 / 722878 ’S* 

""!Fhilar y WEST^r" 

N.D.S.F. 

TEL: 01446 735256 

^ Bayfield, 86 Colcot Road, Barry CF62 8HP ) J 


GILES DAVIES Ltd 


Building Solutions 


We are delighted to support 

BrndimCoUaub 

and wish them every success 


Telephone: 01873 840037 
Mobile: 07950 237130 
E-Mail: john@gilesdavies.oig.uk 


Steve Nicholls Estate Agents 


Thinking of Selling lH 

Call Now for your Free, No Obligation Valuation 

Properties required in all areas for waiting buyers 
EVENING VIEWINGS I EVENING VALUATIONS I FREE VALUATIONS 
ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS I REGULAR FEEDBACK I RIGHTMOVE 
NO SALE NO FEE I NO CONTRACT I FEES NEGOTIABLE 

Pleased to support Brynhill Golf Club 


WHY NOT GIVE US A CALL 

15 High Street, Barry, Vale of GlamorganCF62 7EA 
Tel. 01446 735175 Email steven-nicholls@btconnect.com 
www.steve-nicholls.com 



Priory 

Estates 


We are pleased to support 

Brynhill Golf Club 


01446 744750 

106 Broad Street, Barry CF62 7AJ 
WWW. priory-estates.co. u k 


Robertsons 

SOLICITORS 

Contact: Andrew Humphreys 

at 

2/4 Buttrills Road, Barry 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 8EF 
Tel: 01446 745660 
Fax: 01446 744124 

Email: andrewh@robsols.co.uk 


Andrew Humphreys 
is pleased to support 
Brynhill Golf Club 
and wishes them 
continued success 


Also at 

6 Park Place, Cardiff CF1 3DP 
Tel. 029 2023 7777 
Fax: 029 2039 0996 



TAXIS 

(01446) 747-500 

We are delighted to support 
BRYNHILL GOLF CLUB 

and wish them continued success 

(01446) 747-500 

The Vale’s Largest Taxi Company 
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Brynhill Golf Club 

WHERE BARRY MEETS THE VALE 
AND OEEERS THE BEST OE GOLE 


A course that will test any player... 



ABOVE: BrynhilVs mature trees provide the perfect backdrop for a great day’s golf! 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22 


Brynhill’s attempts to take the stuffiness out 
of the club means that they want local people 
and organisations to consider taking advantage 
of the club’s facilities. 

The club recently invested in new catering 
facilities, and has a full time catering staff, with 
a function room that is available for hire from 
any interested parties. 

There is a tendency these days for golfers to 
shy away from joining a club, and instead settle 
on a nomadic style of play, pitching up with a 
few friends at different courses and paying 
green fees. 

Brynhill, as do most clubs, welcomes such 
visitors, but it is hard to gauge your progress 
when you move from course to course. 


A key issue with the game is the individual 
battle with past performance. 

Can you make the 16th in two? 

Can you carry that fairway bunker on 11? 

Why do you always seem to find the trees on 
the 14th? 

In golf, sometimes the competition against 
your playing partners is secondary to the men¬ 
tal battle going on inside your head. 

Building up a history of triumphs and disas¬ 
ter on your course is one of the addictive ele¬ 
ments of golf. 

Mixing with a large circle of local people who 
share that passion is one of the joys of the game 
- and that is something that Brynhill offers 
each and every one of its members! 



Duncan 

Prior 

PGA PROEESSIONAL 
at 

BRYNHILL GOLF CLUB 
Golf Lessons £25 

pay for 5 and receive 6 
A newly fitted professional shop 
with all the latest golfing 
products including Ping, 
Taylormade, Callaway & Titleist. 

Golf Club Repairs our Speciality. 
Buggy & Trolley hire available. 

Saturday Morning Junior 
Golf Academy 10am -12 midday. 

Monday night 5.30pm - 6.30pm 
Junior Club Night. 

Open 8.30 am - 6pm Monday - Saturday 
7.30 am - 6pm Sundays 

Please call 01446 740004 



COLIN JONES SOLICITORS 
incorporating Jeff Lloyd Solicitors 

We are pleased to 
support Brynhill Golf Club 

17 Thompson Street Barry CF63 4JL 
admin@colinjonessolicitors.co.iik 
Tel; 01446 420043. Fax; 01446 420045 
Emergency Mobile; 07967305949 

The firm is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority SRA no 548725 


FJ TYRES 


Pleased 
to Support 
Brynhill 
Golf Club 


STAFF DISCOUNTS 


• Tyres • Exhausts • Brakes 
• Wheel Alignment Specialists 
• Motorcycle Tyres 
• Local Friendly Service 
»Free Safety Check 


STAFF DISCOUNTS AUTHORISED DEALER I 

Tel 01446 743074 

COLLEGE ROAD, 

BARRY CE62 8BE 


Tel 01446 743074 

COLLEGE ROAD, 
BARRY CE62 8BE 



PUXiR 4.m 


We are pleased to support 
Brynhill Golf Club 

LNC Floor Coverings Ltd, Unit 10 Palmerston 
Workshops, Barry CF63 2YZ. 

Tel: 01446 327 577 


Cowbridge Food and Drink 
Festival is preparing to 
mark its 10th anniversary 


ONE of Wales’ most popu¬ 
lar food and drink festivals 
is set to mark its 10th 
anniversary in 2013 and is 
looking for sponsors to help 
celebrate its special mile¬ 
stone. 

Launched in 2003, the award¬ 
winning Cowbridge Food and 
Drink Festival takes place this 
year on October 26-27 and is set 
to be the best event the chic mar¬ 
ket town has seen yet. 

Thousands of food and drink 
lovers flock to the festival every 
year to sample some of the best in 
Welsh produce, as well as exotic 
fare from further afield. 

Run by a volunteer committee, 
the festival has grown in size 
from a small one day event to a 
weekend of festivities involving 
the whole town, while still retain¬ 
ing its signature intimate atmos¬ 
phere. 


Sponsorship opportunities for 
this year’s landmark event 
include the ever-popular 
Champagne Tent, where visitors 
to the festival can enjoy a selec¬ 
tion of Champagnes against a 
backdrop of live music, as well as 
the main festival marquee hous¬ 
ing a huge variety of exhibitors 
selling everything from pates and 
pies to brownies and veggie burg¬ 
ers. 

The stand-alone Welsh Cheese 
and Wine marquee showcasing 
the best in Welsh produce also 
has opportunities for sponsorship. 

In previous years, the festival 
has received some funding for its 
running costs from the Welsh 
Government and Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, but due to 
changes in the application 
process the festival will be rely¬ 
ing solely on sponsorship and 
reserves from previous festivals. 

Speaking about the 2013 


Cowbridge Food and Drink 
Festival, festival manager Polly 
Wilson said: “More than 12,000 
visitors joined us last year and 
exhibitors voted Cowbridge as 
the best festival of its size in 
Wales. However, we depend on 
sponsorship to keep the festival 
going. 

“It’s a great opportunity to get 
involved with a high profile com¬ 
munity event which is much¬ 
loved amongst both exhibitors 
and guests.” 

This year the festival has 
received record applications for 
exhibitors. Selection will be tak¬ 
ing place later in May. 

For more information on spon¬ 
sorship opportunities contact: 
Polly Wilson on 07875 290428, 
email info@cowbridgefoodand- 
drink.org or visit www.cow- 
bridgefoodanddrink. org. 


Tlying Start’ 
will aim to 
help families 
on benefits 

THE Assembly 
Government is 
investing an extra 
£867,324 to help 
families in some of 
the Vale’s most dis¬ 
advantaged areas. 

Communities and 
Tackling Poverty 

Minister Huw Lewis 
announced on Monday 
that the funding will go 
towards the creation of 
more children’s centres 
and childcare settings, 
where “parents will be 
able to access the help 
and support they need to 
cope with the pressures 
of poverty”. 

The expanded Flying 
Start facilities will pro¬ 
vide parents with a pro¬ 
gramme of services that 
will enable them to better 
look after their child’s 
health and well being, it 
was stated. 

The scheme currently 
supports 18,000 children 
across Wales and the 
Welsh Government 

Mapping 
out a course 

BARRY Army cadets took advantage of 
the sunny weather to complete a map and 
compass exercise around Cosmeston 
Lakes and Park. 

“Part of a cadet’s training is to read a map and 
know exactly where they are and the park land is a 
perfect training area” a spokesman explained. 

Barry ACF Parade every Tuesday and Thursday, 
7pm - 9pm. 


Taking a dip for 
Marie Curie! 



Alex and Kathy Bennett 

ALEX BENNETT (24) from Cardiff, who 
works at Velindre, and her mother Kathy 
Bennett (55), from Cowbridge, who works 
in Whitchurch Hospital, are getting ready 
for the Marie Curie Cancer Care Skinny 
Dip on June 2 in the Gower to raise funds 
for the hospice at Penarth. 

The event was previously held in the Gower in 
2011 and raised £24,000 for the charity, as well as 
breaking the world record for the most skinny dip¬ 
pers on one beach at one time. 

The charity is hoping to surpass it this year. 

Register online at www.mariecurie.org.uk/skinny- 
dip, call 0845 052 4184, or email waleswest- 
events@mariecurie.org.uk. 


Slimming group’s 
charity donations 

SUCCESSFUL were “delighted to get 
behind the cause and 
jumped at the chance 
to recycle their old 
tops, dresses, trousers, 
skirts and more.” 

The Big Slimming 
World Clothes Throw 
is a nationwide 
fundraising drive that 
sees Slimming World 
members across the 
UK donating clothes to 
Cancer Research UK, 
Slimming World’s 
charity partner for 
2013. 

Each bag of clothes 
collected could raise up 
to £25 and the group 
managed to donate 26 
bags! 


wants to expand this to 
cover 36,000 children 
and their families. 

There are currently 
140 locations in all parts 
of Wales where parents 
can access Flying Start 
support, and this will be 
expanded with a further 
146 projects. Ministers 
are providing a total of 
£74 million in 2013/14 to 
achieve this target. 

The Minister said: “A 
child’s start in life is vital 
and that is why we are 
prioritising early years 
support as it can make a 
real difference. 

“Given the ongoing 
problems of the econo¬ 
my, combined with the 
impact of the UK 
Government’s changes to 
welfare that will squeeze 
some of the most vulner¬ 
able, we will expand 
Flying Start over the next 
few years to target spe¬ 
cific communities where 
there are high concentra¬ 
tions of families living 
on benefit.” 


members of the 
Rhoose and 
Llantwit Major 
Slimming World 
group are donating 
clothes that no 
longer fit to their 
local Cancer 
Research UK shop. 

Helen, who runs the 
groups, said members 


Walk through time 


THE fourth Vale Walking 
Festival takes place from May 
31-June 2. 

There are 21 guided walks, all free 
of charge. 

On May 31 at 10am, Vale ways walk 
leader Tim Williams teams up with Dr 
Ffion Reynolds, Cadw’s public 
engagement and Welsh language man¬ 
ager, for a circular walk through St 
Nicholas and around St Lythans. 


It will start at the Horse and Jockey 
pub in Twyn-yr-Odyn and join the 
Millennium Heritage Trail, taking in 
the ancient burial chambers of 
Tinkinswood and St Lythans, where 
Ffion will bring history to life. 

For further details, visit www.vale- 
ofglamorganwalking festival.org.uk, 
follow us on Twitter @vogwalkfest or 
ring Valeways on 01446 749000. 
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MPN Windows, your local Network VEKA 
member is recommended by Steve Davies 
We will beat any written quote like for like! 



SPECIAL OFFER 

BmLLED FRONT S 

WINDOW * DOOR REPAIR SERVICE AV^LABLE 7 DAYS A WEEK 
6 WINDOWS fimD FROM ^ 

DOORS FITTED FROM £450^ 

FRENCH DOORS FROM CTW 

CONSERVATORIES FROM £3495 . 


Voted Best 
Installer - Wales 
2012 by 
Network Veka 


Award Winning 
Family Owned 
Business 
since 1994! 


FRES^mpTES! : 

. 71i9iPlA . Gutters&Downpipes 

iWANlJT OUR TRADE WINDOWS^ DOORS AM) OOtCil^ >, 

dV COWM 

Email: W tJSSJ 

mpnwindows@aol.com 

; _ji 

Opening Hours: gnilliinw 

9am to 9pm 
7 Days a Week 


^ This stunning 

Bevelled 
Front Door 

fully fitted 
only £499 


FREE ONLINE QUOTES 
vvwffJTfiiBindow&edm 

rTwti—■—ants 07976640959 


5^^ Amazing Offei! 

Cla'ij^curfrw wprtiul blinds wrtb pv?r^ full Itetrse 
of w intoB arrWoofs or eonser^alorv filtd! 


FENSA 


BRIDGEND 01656 349515 - CARDIFF 02920 508770 
BARRY 01446 439212 
www.mpnwindows.com 

Showrooms at: 10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend. CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff. CF11 BAP 


choose one of these perfect doors 


0 WINDOWS a DOORS F 

0 FULL REPAIR SERVICE AVAILABLE ^ 
0 FREE VERTICAL BLINDS “ 

0 WIDE RANGE OF STYLES a FINISHES 
0 10 YEAR PEACE OF MIND GUARANTEE 

T WIl .M 

It.' (■ mNsrnvATC.'^irs V 


REPAIR SERVICE 
Available 24/7 
Call 07976 640959 


seliuork 
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Porthkerry Plod changes its name 
- but it stays popular with runners 



PHOTOGRAPHS 

by GLYN EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES ARE 
AVAILABLE FROM THIS EVENT. 
Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 
e-mail ffotoimage@tiscali.co.uk 
telephone 07791 228684. 

Visit our studio in the Wool Barn, 
Verity’s Court, Cowhridge. 

V_1^_/ 


THE PORTHKERRY PLOD changed its 
name this year, but the run through 
Porthkerry Park was just as popular with 
runners as ever. 

It is now known as the ‘Parkwood 
Porthkerry 5’ and runners assembled for the 
start last Sunday (May 12), before setting off 
on their five-mile challenge. 

GEM photographer Glyn Evans was there 
to take these images of the competitors. 




What*s on, and where? 


Library buzz 

BUZZ down to Cowbridge 
Library this Saturday (May 18) 
from 10am to 1pm, when the 
‘Bee Lady’ will take you 
through everything you need to 
know about bees and bee-keep¬ 
ing. 

There will be a drop-in session 
for the adults and fun stories and 
craft activities for the children. 
Free event - no need to book. 

For more information, contact 
the library on 01446 773941. 

Fed up with paying library 
fines? Come and learn how to 
renew your books online - free 
course on Thursday, May 23, 
10am-11 am at Cowbridge 
Library. 

Also learn how to reserve 
books from the comfort of your 
own home. For more informa¬ 
tion, contact 01446 773951. 

Evening walks 

THE popular summer evening 
walks through the countryside 
around Dinas Powys start on 
Wednesday, May 29, and will 
take place weekly until June 26. 


Organised by the Dinas Powys 
Community Council, the free 
guided summer walks have been 
running for 40 years and have 
been enjoyed by generations. 

Favourite routes include the 
Salmon Leaps, St Andrews 
Ridgeway and above Michaelston 
Le Pit. 

The walks are between 2.5 and 
four miles long, and good stout 
footwear is recommended. 

Some fields will contain live¬ 
stock, so walkers are asked to fol¬ 
low the Countryside Code at all 
times. 

All walkers are welcome; meet 
at 7pm at the woods entrance, 
junction of Millbrook Road and 
Mill Road at the bottom of Pen-Y- 
Turnpike Hill. 

Heritage art 
AN exhibition that features 
the Glamorgan Heritage 
Coast continues at St 
Donats Arts Centre 
Gallery until Friday, May 
31. 

It showcases more than 50 


artists living and working across 
the Vale and further afield, all 
inspired by the Glamorgan 
Heritage Coast. 

An open evening will be held 
at the gallery on May 21 from 
7pm to 9pm. 

Pond-dipping 

CHILDREN can hop over to 
Cosmeston on Saturday, June 8, 
for a spot of ‘pond dipping’ 
with the park rangers to mark 
Biodiversity Week. 

Youngsters 7-11 can take part 
in free one-hour sessions between 
10am and 11am, or from 11.30am 
to 12.30pm. 

Coffee morning 

A COEEEE morning to raise 
funds for Motor Neurone 
Disease research will be held on 
June 18 at 10.30am at Holly 
Cottage, Penmark. 

In 2011 it raised £2,500, sell¬ 
ing 150 tickets, holding a plant 
sale, cakes, jams and a raffle. 

Contact Mrs Rusty Fone at 
rustynorm33 @gmail.com or by 
telephone at 01446 711273 for 
further information. 


Join Martyn^s 
Lighthouse 
charity walk 
for Velindre 


THE date of this 
year’s Martyn 
Williams 
Lighthouse Walk 
has been 
announced as 
Sunday, June 16. 

Each year, the former 
Wales and British Lions 
rugby star heads up a 
Walk for Velindre 
Cancer Centre, where he 
is a patron - and the 
walk this June has spe¬ 
cial significance. 

Martyn will be using 
the route as part of his 
training for a far more 
gruelling event in 
September, when he will 
be leading 50 trekkers 
as they take on the chal¬ 
lenge of climbing 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

Martyn said: “The 
previous walks have 
been a great success, 
raising over £50,000 for 
Velindre. It’s a great 
route, which starts and 
finishes at Llantwit 
Major beachfront and is 
a circular seven-mile 
route past lighthouses, 
ancient churches and 
historical castles. 


“We have been fortu¬ 
nate to get terrific sup¬ 
port on the previous 
walks, so I really hope 
that continues and we 
get hundreds walking. 

“The training will be 
very welcome, as I build 
up to taking on 
Kilimanjaro in five 
months time.” 

Andrew Morris head 
of fundraising at 
Velindre, said: 

“Martyn’s Walks have 
been very popular and 
successful events for 
Velindre, and they 
always attract a great 
turn out. 

“I think that’s 
because it’s a fantastic 
route - along the beauti¬ 
ful Heritage Coastline, 
but also because people 
want to show their sup¬ 
port for an extremely 
popular Welsh rugby 
legend and his great 
commitment to 
Velindre”. 

To join Martyn you 
can enter online at: 
www.velindrefundrais 
ing.com/bookonline, or 
you can telephone 029 
2031 6211. 


New job club is 
launched at 
People’s Centre 


TWO new job clubs were launched in the 
Vale this week, thanks to the efforts of the 
new Barry Communities First team, in 
partnership with Newydd Housing 
Association and The People Centre. 

Alun Cairns MP was at the job club when it 
launched its first advice session at the People’s 
Centre in Dunlin Court, Barry, on Monday (May 
13). 

He was told that weekly job clubs are being run 
by Sara Andrews, work club officer, and Angelina 
Patrick, employability officer with Communities 
First. 

She commented: “The job clubs are a great 
opportunity for local people to get support with 
returning to work or seeking a new career. ” 


Organ donations: 

the final debate? 


DEBATE on the 
controversial sys¬ 
tem of organ dona¬ 
tion, known as ‘pre¬ 
sumed consent’, has 
raged around Wales 
for some five years 
and is now coming 
to a crux at the 
Welsh Assembly. 

If approved, the Bill 
would become law in 
2015, making Wales the 
first part of the UK to go 
beyond the donor card 
system. 

Now there’s a chance 
to hear the arguments 
and have a say yourself. 
Leading speakers from 
both sides can be heard 
at a special debate when 
the Archbishop of Wales 
will speak against the 
legislation and Roy J 
Thomas, chair of fcdney 
Wales Loundation, will 
speak in favour. 

The Welsh 

Government proposes a 
‘soft opt-out’ system, 
which presumes people 
agree to become donors 
after death, unless they 
have specifically opted 
out, or there are family 
objections. 

Ministers say the 
move would save lives; 
opponents point to faith 
and moral pitfalls and 
the practicality of 
administering laws dif¬ 
ferent from the rest of 
the UK. 

The Archbishop has 
attacked the plans as a 
move that would turn 
“volunteers into con¬ 
scripts” and said that 
people’s organs should 
be donated to others “as 
a free gift” not treated as 
assets of the state. 

Roy Thomas has 
pointed to the numbers 
dying while waiting for 
a transplant and called 
for leadership on this 
issue in Wales. 

The debate will be 
held by Cardiff Adult 
Christian Education 
Centre (CACEC), which 
covers Cardiff, the Vale 
and the Valleys, on 
Lriday, May 17, at City 
URC, Windsor Place, at 
7pm. Called ‘Whose 


YOUR 

VIEW 


body is it, anyway?’, it 
is open to all and is free, 
in honour of CACEC’s 
founder. Rev Wm 
Hodgkins. 

The debate first ignit¬ 
ed in Wales - and within 
the Senedd, itself - in 
2008 when an inquiry 
into presumed consent 
for organ donation, set 
up by the Assembly, rec¬ 
ommended Wales should 
not, at that stage, pursue 
legislation for presumed 
consent and saw it as a 
“distraction” from other 
ways of improving dona¬ 
tion rates. 

Nevertheless, Wales 
pressed ahead with seek¬ 
ing a Legislative 
Competence Order 
(ECO), the transfer of 
power from the UK 
Parliament to Wales, to 
introduce the system, on 
the basis that the recom¬ 
mendation did not 
“reflect the weight of 
opinion in relation to 
presumed consent”. 

The ECO was eventu¬ 
ally laid in January 
2011 . 

Concerns were raised 
at that time by the 
Attorney General about 
whether presumed con¬ 
sent raised human rights 
issues that were not 
devolved to Wales. As 
all previous LCOs had 
been ‘nodded through’, 
however, some believed 
that UK Ministers were 
not happy with the idea 
and wanted to find legal 
objections to prevent it 
happening. 

The ECO was with¬ 
drawn in March 2011, 
the week after a 
Referendum gave Wales 
increased law making 
powers of its own. The 
new Bill came before the 
Welsh Assembly toward 
the end of last year, re¬ 
igniting the flames of 
controversy. 

The CACEC debate 
will help people to make 
up their minds. 

Jean Silvan Evans 
Peterston-super-Ely 


Stupid reason 
for World War 


I WRITE to apologise 
for an error I made in 
my recent letter enti¬ 
tled - ‘How stage was 
set for World War 
One’ (The GEM May 
9). 

The two shots fired by 
the student Gavrilo 
Princip which gave 
Austro-Hungary the 
excuse it needed to 
declare war on Serbia, 
and start the whole con¬ 
flagration, were fired on 
Sunday June 28 1914, 


and not in July. 

My apologies; the 
outcome was the same: 
within 15 minutes. 
Archduke Eranz 
Eerdinand, heir to the 
Austrian throne, and his 
wife, were dead. 

As our Queen Mary 
later declared, this start¬ 
ed the Eirst World War 
and “for such a stupid 
reason, too”. 
Christopher Short 
Barry 


Island meeting 
on second road 

A meeting is being held at Barry Island 
Sports and Social Club on Sunday, May 26, 
on the issue of when a second route to the 
Island will be built. 

Ian Bailey, one of the organisers, said: “It is 
non-political and all residents of the town or 
Island who have concerns about access to the 
Island are welcome to attend.’’ The meeting starts 
at 7pm. 
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CALLING ALL NHS STAFF, ARMED FORCES PERSONNEL, TATA 
STEEL EMPLOYEES, COUNCIL WORKERS, EMERGENCY SERVICES 
PERSONNEL THE LIST IS ENDLESS THOUSANDS OF £££'S OF 
UNCLAIMED DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE NOW AT ARROW 
HYUNDAI BRIDGEND ON BRAND NEW UNREGISTERED HYUNDAI'S 


Brand New 130 1.4 Classic 5dr 


WAS £14605 


a£12250 


SAVE £2355 



Brand New 1800 2.5 CROi style 8 Seater 


WAS £22700 


£18812 



Brand New 140 1.7 CROi Active 5dr 


Brand New Veloster 1.6GOi 


WAS £18395 


s£16010 


SAVE £238 



WAS £18005 


°£15936 

L 


SAVE £2069 


Brand New ix35 CROi Premium 5dr i Brand New ix20 1.4 Active 5dr 


WAS £20780 


£18578 


BRViawaiB 



WAS £13470 


i£12325 


SAVE £1145 


And remember these savings are also available to immediate family members also. 
To see if you qualify for one of our fantastic offers call Arrow Hyundai today. 

•PART EXCHANGES ALSO WELCOME • FINANCE FROM 7.9% APR TYPICAL REPRESENTATIVE 


■ ■ ■ Tondu Road, Bridgend, CF314LH 

9 arrow Hyundai can Today 

wwwMwrowinotors.com 0844 5390280 



HYUnOHI 
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Spot the (Silver) Ball - in 

Llantwit Major RFC clubhouse! 



Back row - Lindsay Kennell, Billy Miles, Curly Griffiths, Alan Young, Derek Lewis, Tony Brown, Mel Cain, Robert Davies, John Davies, Peter 
Groome, Brian Jones, Frank Farrant. Seated - Gwyn Davies, Jeff Hill, Noel Thomas, Howard Jones (Silver Ball president), Alan Davies 
(LMRFC Chairman), Doug Vizard (former captain), Dennis Gethin (WRUpresident), Jim Griffiths, Viv Griffiths, Terry Lewis, John Thomas. 


I REPORT by DAVID GRIFFITHS. ~| 


THERE’S an 
old saying - 
there are lies, 
damn lies and 
statistics: cer¬ 
tainly in rugby, 
a gentleman’s 
game, there are 
no liars - but 
sometimes, after 
a few beers, 
rugby folk can 
become 
strangers to the 
truth and dis¬ 
tort things 
slightly! 

Tries from five metres 
out become length of the 
field jobs; kicks from in 
front of the posts drift 
back to the halfway line 
near touch; and a hooker 
who takes a strike 
against the head, is ele¬ 
vated to a peerage by his 
front row colleagues, 
who always claim that 
they actually struck the 
ball. 

This week, I would 
like to cover, with statis¬ 
tics and match reports, 
Llantwit’s amazing suc¬ 
cess in the Silver Ball 
trophy, one of Wales’ 
most prestigious rugby 
competitions, played for 


by clubs affiliated to 
Glamorgan County 
RFC. 

The brainchild of 
Glamorgan County RFC 
president-elect, Gian 
Williams, the tourna¬ 
ment was launched in 
1956. 

J Norman Hunt, a 
Neath baker and confec¬ 
tioner, agreed to meet 
the costs of the competi¬ 
tion for 10 years and 
also provided a pennant 
to the winning club to 
hang in their clubhouse 
once the Siver Ball was 
returned. 

The trophy itself was 
produced by 

Birmingham-based tro¬ 
phy makers, Thomas 
Fattorini at a cost of 
£100. The inaugural 
competition was won by 
Taibach and aroused 
plenty of interest. 

The county were 
ahead of their time in 
coming up with a tour¬ 
nament of this nature 
and 57 years on, it is still 
going strong, thanks 
mainly to one man, 
Howard Jones, presi¬ 
dent, hon sec/treasurer, 
whose efforts have not 
only led to him becom¬ 
ing well respected in the 
WRU corridors, but he 
is now, quite rightly 
known as ‘Mr Silver 
Ball’. 

If Tondu beat 


Bedlmog m this year s 
final next Saturday, they 
will have won it for a 
record five times, with 
Glynneath four times 
winners. 

Only a handful of 
clubs have ever won it 
twice, including 

Llantwit Major, of 
course. 

Having reached the 
semis in 1961-62, when 
they lost to eventual 
winners Glynneath, 
Llantwit had to wait 
until 1963-64 to play 
their first final. 

Llantwit’s first match 
that season was played 
on Monday September 
2, with mighty Bridgend 
the visitors for a special 
match to celebrate the 
opening of the new club¬ 
house. 

Llantwit lost a close 
game 12-8 against a 
strong Bridgend XV, for 
whom Jeff Young was 
making his debut as 
hooker. 

Scrum-half George 
Lewis and fly-half Doug 
Vizard were the Llantwit 
try scorers, with Vizard 
adding a conversion. 

For Llantwit, for¬ 
wards Gwilym Lewis, 
Billy Miles, Peter 
Wheatley and John 
Maddocks stood out, 
while centres John 


Fletcher and Dai 
Llewellyn also gave a 
good account of them¬ 
selves. That season, 
Llantwit were to remain 
unbeaten until 

Cowbridge won at 
Llantwit a week before 
the Silver Ball final. 

Llantwit Major 1963 
- 64 season - Played 43, 
Won 38, Drew 3, Lost 2. 

Points for 494, points 
against 154. 

Top points scorer 
Doug Vizard 208. 

Top try scorer, prom¬ 
ising young scrum-half 
Terry Lewis - 17 tries. 

In the semi-final 

against Cwmgrach at 
Aberavon, Llantwit won 
19-3 - courtesy of two 
Doug Vizard penalties 
and tries from Vizard, 
and centres Noel 

Thomas and Dai 
Llewellyn, with Billy 
Miles kicking two con¬ 
versions. 

A description of 

Vizard’s try says he 
kicked diagonally from 
inside his own half and 
followed up to nip in 
and gather as two 
defenders collided, then 
punted ahead over the 
defence, raced in pur¬ 
suit, collected, and was 
away for a sensational 
try. 


Taibach at the Brewery 
field, Llantwit Major tri¬ 
umphed 3-0. 

A report went as fol¬ 
lows: Llantwit deserved 
their victory. Once 
again, their formula for 
success was the efficient 
control of their half¬ 
backs and the drilled 
precision of their break¬ 
away unit. 

Skipper Doug Vizard 
and his scrum-half Terry 
Lewis were always 
quicker and more accu¬ 
rate and full back Jeff 
Hill was never at fault. 

Most impact, howev¬ 
er, was made by the 
Llantwit breakaways, 
with Robert Davies and 
Peter Wheatley fine 
flankers. 

The outstanding for¬ 
ward on the field was the 
Llantwit No 8 Gwilym 
Lewis. His lack of inches 
would make it hard for 
him to hold this position 
in top class rugby, but he 
was an excellent for¬ 
ward. The front row of 
Peter Williams who led 
the pack, Neil Thomas 
and Henry Burford won 
a number of tight heads, 
while Billy Miles and 
John Maddocks were a 
hard working second 
row pair. 

Llantwit’s winning 
try came in the first half 
when scrum-half Lewis 
broke blindside before 


In the final against 

SCHOOL SURFERS^INE 



THE Welsh Surfing Championships were held last 
weekend in Pembroke. 

Three boys from Cowbridge Comprehensive School made the 


finals - an outstanding achievement! 

Cieran Hughes came first in the under-14s and second in the 
under-16s, while Tyler Rodgers came third in the under-16s and 
Owen Alexander came fourth in the under- 16s. 


passing to left wing 
Russell Jenkins who 
pounced to score. 

A year later, Llantwit 
faced a tough semi 
against Cardiff Athletic 
as they defended their 
title. Llantwit won 5-3 
with No 9 Terry Lewis 
scoring an opportunist 
try which Doug Vizard 
converted. 

Forwards Gwilym 
Lewis, Peter Williams, 
Mike Elias and Henry 
Burford worked hard in 
the lines-out and loose 
and were in the thick of 
many of Llantwit’s 
splendid attacks - as 
Llantwit came from 
behind in the second 
half to earn a Cup Final 
showdown with Kenfig 
Hill. 

The final, again 
played at Bridgend, was 
another nail biting affair. 
Fly-half Doug Vizard 
was the match winner as 
No 8 Peter Wheatley 
picked up from a close 
range scrum to pass to 
scrum-half Terry Lewis, 
and he fed Vizard, who 
did well to squeeze over 
in the comer. Vizard was 
the general behind 
Llantwit’s triumph with 
accurate kicking in sup¬ 
port of a pack well led 
by Peter Williams. 

Unfortunately, I do 
not have the full season 
stats for 1964 - 65, but 
as far as the Silver Ball 
competition went, 
Llantwit’s proud record 
was played 12, won 12; 
points for 109, points 
against 56. Top Scorer, 
Doug Vizard 55 points, 
top try scorer Terry 
Lewis, seven tries. 

Many thanks to Will 
Norman, former player, 
now hard working com¬ 
mittee man, for provid¬ 
ing so much informa¬ 
tion. Next I hope to 
cover the historic day 
when the reunion and 
50th anniversary of the 
new clubhouse was a 
resounding success. 

As one committee 
man from the 60s put it: 
“We built the club just in 
time to provide a home 
for the pennant and 
Silver Ball.” 


ON AND OFF THE 
TURF with Brian Lee 

Tudor reigns 
supreme 
at Banwen 


TAMES Tudor 
I of Cowbridge 
notched up a 
double at the 
Banwen Miners 
Hunt Point-To- 
Point Steeplechases 
at Pentreclwdau, 
Resolven, on Bank 
Holiday Monday. 

James, a former 
point-to-point champion 
rider, took the restricted 
race on Easily Pleased, 
which made all the run¬ 
ning to win by four 
lengths from Cousinade 
(Kris Hanmer) and the 
open maiden race on 
DontTellMeThat, which 
got home by a length 
from Gilderay (Gareth 
Ball). 

Easily Pleased, a 
seven-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing, is owned by The 
Just The Wan Club syn¬ 
dicate and 

DontTellMeThat, who is 
also a seven-year-old 
bay gelding, is owned 
by Robert Porter and 
trained by his wife 
Helen near Cardiff. 

The Porters bought 
DontTellMeThat, who 
had finished second in 
his only two previous 
starts, at the Doncaster 
Sales last May. 

James could well 
have been on a three- 
timer, but for the fact 
that in the men’s open 
race he rode The Snail, 
in preference to Rosies 
Peacock, on whom he 
had won on three times 
this season. 

Rosies Peacock, out 
of form in his previous 
two starts, bounced back 
under Ogmore’s Nick 
Williams to beat The 
Snail, trained by 
James’s cousin 
Jonathan, by an official 
20 lengths. 

Nick said: “James 
kindly phoned me last 
night to offer me the 
ride on Rosies Peacock, 
who is a horse I have 
always wanted to ride.'” 

Only two horses 
faced the starter Robert 
King for the members’ 
race and William 
Hancock’s Alii Jake fin¬ 
ished alone after the 
favourite Gwendraeth 
Girl (Nick Williams) 
fell at the open ditch. 
Alii Jake was ridden by 
Kris Hanmer, who was 
having his first ride over 
the course. 

In the confined race, 
David Brace’s 
Respectueux, a winner 


Send us 
your sports 
news, 
views and 
reports - 
email 

gemeditorial 

@tindlenews 

.co.uk 


of his two previous 
races, was made an 
odds-on favourite, but 
unseated his rider 
Bradley Gibbs four 
fences from the finish. 

This left the way for 
Emma Moseley (23), 
who was having only 
her sixth ride in a point- 
to-point, to run out a six 
lengths winner on her 
nine-year-old bay geld¬ 
ing Sumak from the 
early leader Carrick 
Oscar. 

Kate Smith- 

Maxwell’s Double Mead 
travelled all the way 
from Worcestershire to 
repeat last year’s win in 
the ladies’ open race. 
Double Mead, an 11- 
year-old bay mare and a 
winner of two hunter 
chases this season, was 
ridden by her trainer 
Alex Dunn, and won by 
three-and-a-half lengths 
from Lydstep Hills 
(Charlotte Evans). 

The intermediate race 
went to Dunraven 
Prince who, ridden by 
Bradley Gibbs, finished 
a distance ahead of Hall 
Kelly. 

Dunraven Prince is 
owned and trained by 
David Brace at Pyle, 
and was his 18th winner 
of the season. 

Jack wins 
pony race 

MERTHYR MAWR’S 
Jack Tudor (aged 10), 
won the 128cms pony 
race on his 17-year-old 
bay gelding Bugsy, 
beating Hannah Jones 
on her Boston Bell Boy. 

Jordon Williams (14), 
won the 138 cms pony 
race on his Captain 
Hurricane and Ben 
Jones took the 148cms 
event on Miss Mopsy. 

You can e-mail your 
news or views to Brian 
Lee at brianlee4@vir- 
ginmedia.com or tele¬ 
phone him on 
02920736438. 

Bridgend 

chess 

round-up 

BRIDGEND B, in 
the last match of the 
season in division 3 
of the East 
Glamorgan chess 
league, scored a 
crushing 5-0 victory 
against Newport. 

This clinched third 
place in division 4, push¬ 
ing Caefatri's third team 
down into fourth place. 

Caefatri first team 
took first place and their 
second team secured sec¬ 
ond, so it looked as if they 
would make it a hat-trick 
with their third team, but 
Bridgend’s B team pulled 
out all the stops to deny 
them a clean sweep. 

Eor more information 
on Bridgend chess club 
visit www.bridgenchess 
club.com 

MK 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE THE COMMUNITY NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who 
would like to have items included in the community news 
columns of The GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Dudley Jones (see tribute, far left). 


Condolences 
IT is with deep 
regret that I have to 
report the death of 
a true friend, 
Dudley Jones from 
Aberkenfig, who I 
had known for a 
number of years. 

I would like to offer 
my deepest sympathy to 
his family. Dudley was a 
real character who 
would help anyone. He 
loved his allotment and 
was a member of the 
Methodist Church choir. 

Dudley was also 
involved in raising funds 
for a number of different 
charities. He was born 
and brought up in 
Brynmenyn, and after 
leaving Bridgend County 
Boys School, he did his 
national service in the 
Royal Navy, based at 
Plymouth dockyard. 

He trained as a 
teacher and taught at 
many primary schools in 
the Bridgend area during 
his long career, teaching 
children who needed 
specialist help with their 
reading. 

Dudley was always 
very active in the com¬ 
munity and for a long 
period he was treasurer 
of St Brides Minor 
Youth club. He was a 
member at Tondu 
Methodist Church for 
nearly 50 years and for 
many of those years he 
was chapel steward. 


often contributing to 
Sunday worship. 

In 2006, he was 
awarded the Mayor of 
Bridgend county bor¬ 
ough Gold Citizenship 
Award. 

A thanksgiving serv¬ 
ice for his life was held 
at Tondu Methodist 
Church on May 9. 

His friends and for¬ 
mer colleagues packed 
the church to hear Rev 
Gordon Sollis pay trib¬ 
ute to a much-loved and 
respected figure in the 
Aberkenfig and Tondu 
area. 

In his eulogy. Rev 
Sollis mentioned 
Dudley’s love of his gar¬ 
den and the allotment at 
the back of his house in 
St Brides Road, where 
he grew many of the 
family’s vegetables. 

Dudley’s family was 
at the centre of his life 
and he took particular 
delight in his three great 
grandchildren. 

His wife Peggy, chil¬ 
dren Linda and Jeffrey, 
grandchildren and other 
members of the family 
were very heartened by 
everyone’s presence at 
the thanksgiving service 
and were grateful to the 
ladies of the chapel for 
their work in providing 
refreshments afterwards. 

Organists Peter J 
David and Phil Stinton 
made a particularly valu¬ 
able contribution to the 
occasion and Dudley 
would have cherished 


the rousing repeats of 
the choruses at the end 
of the hymns ‘Calon 
Lan’ and ‘Blessed 
Assurance’. 

Ladies choir 

COR Merched Cwm 
Llynfi (Llynfi Valley 
Ladies Choir) has 
been in London, where 
it performed in a con¬ 
cert at the church of 
St John the Baptist in 
Kensington on the 
Friday and took part 
in a singing festival in 
St Matthew’s church, 
Ealing, on the 
Saturday. 

On Thursday, May 23, 
it will be entertaining the 
residents of the Masonic 
Home in Porthcawl. 

Paul Deenik Bradley 
has been musical direc¬ 
tor of the choir for over 
10 years, having joined 
the choir in 2000. 

Paul has recently been 
appointed musical direc¬ 
tor of the Caerphilly 
Male Voice Choir and 
Ynysybwl Ladies Choir. 

The choir welcomes 
new members. It 
rehearses at the Celtic 
Club in Garth on 
Wednesdays at 7pm. 

Litter 

picking 

THE Ynysawdre envi¬ 
ronmental group is 
continuing to carry out 
‘clean-up’ projects in 
the area. The 10th took 
place on April 21, 
along a section of the 


cycle track between 
Ynysawdre and 
Brynmenyn. 

The group consists of 
volunteer members from 
Ynysawdre elderly resi¬ 
dents association and 
Garw Valley angling 
club. 

All the projects have 
equipment supplied and 
are supervised by an 
officer of the ‘Keep 
Wales Tidy’ organisa¬ 
tion. 

Since the group com¬ 
menced litter picking 
approximately nine 
months ago, it has col¬ 
lected over 250 bags of 
litter. 

The next project is 
this Sunday, May, 19. 
The group will be meet¬ 
ing at Heol y Bont cul- 
de-sac by the cycle track 
alongside the river in 
Ynysawdre, at 10am. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Drumming 

’workshop 

OGMORE Valley 
Primary School’s years 


5-6 pupils will be 
attending an African 
drumming workshop, 
and the school is 
requesting a contribu¬ 
tion of £1 to help cover 
the cost. 

The headteacher is 
reminding parents that 
the school will be closed 
for half term holidays 
from May 27-31. 

WIAGM 

ABERKENFIG and 
District WI’s Eunice 
Williams welcomed 
members to the annual 
general meeting on 
May 8, and ‘Happy 
Birthday’ was sung to 
Eileen Evans. 

The WI always sends 
out advisors to institutes 
on the occasion of their 
AGM and Eunice wel¬ 
comed WI advisor Hilda 
Jane Jenkins, who said 
the constitution has been 
changed recently. She 
read out the changes and 
introduced the new 
‘Women’s Institute 
Guide,’ explaining the 


updates to this book. 

Dorothy Thomas, 
treasurer, read the finan¬ 
cial statement which was 
for 16 months, owing to 
the changes in the WI 
year. Dorothy proposed 
that it be adopted; Dilys 
Mitchell seconded. 

Pat Lewis, secretary, 
read her report, followed 
by Eunice, who thanked 
members individually 
for their help in keeping 
the Institute running 
smoothly. The commit¬ 
tee will remain the same 
for the coming year. 

The raffle was won by 
Joanne Davies and the 
competition for an item 
beginning with the letter 
‘B’ was won by Irene 
Burgess with a bear 
ornament. 

The next meeting will 
be on June 12 in the 
Welfare Hall, Heol 
Persondy, Aberkenfig. 
There will not be a 
speaker that afternoon, 
as it is the 32nd birthday 
of the Institute, and will 


be celebrated in the WI 
way with a tea party. 

The competition will 
be for an item beginning 
with the letter ‘R’. New 
members and visitors are 
always welcome. 

Tondu 

Primary 

School 

HEADTEACHER Mrs 
Susan Pilcher has 
decided that because of 
poor weather at the 
end of the last summer 
term, the school should 
hold its sports days 
earlier in the term this 
year. 

The Foundation phase 
will be holding its sports 
day on Monday, May 
20; the nursery children 
on the Heol Persondy 


site and children in 
reception up to year-2 on 
the Meadow Street site. 

Children in Key Stage 
2 will have their sports 
day on Friday, May 24. 

Pupils in year-2 are 
inviting all parents and 
friends to share in their 
class assembly on 
Friday, May 17 at 
10.20am. Please join 
them afterwards for a 
cup of tea or coffee. 

Susan would like to 
advise parents that 
Bridgend CBC have 
appointed a new school 
crossing patrol officer, 
Mr Pope, at the bottom 
of Meadow Street. 

Please cross Bridgend 
Road with his help. It 
has taken a long while 
for Bridgend CBC to 
find someone. 


Villagers’ meeting 
opposes new local 
drilling application 


NEW BENEFITS THAT HELP 
CUT CANCER CARE COSTS 


MORE than 60 peo¬ 
ple who have con¬ 
cerns about the pos¬ 
sibility of drilling in 
their area, attended 
a meeting at 
Bonvilston Reading 
Rooms on Friday 
evening May 10, 
writes TIM CHAP¬ 
MAN, 

On May 2, The GEM 
revealed that three new 
planning applications 
had been made to the 
Vale Council to drill 
boreholes locally. 

The applicant is 
Coastal Oil and Gas 
Limited, which is hoping 
to find gas. Some people 
argue strongly that 
reserves of gas could 
provide part of the solu¬ 
tion to the UK’s future 
energy needs. 

Villagers along the 
A48 corridor expressed 
particular concerns about 
an application relating to 
land on the west side of 
the road leading from 
Llancarvan to 

Bonvilston. 

A spokesperson for 
Llantrithyd Villagers 
Against Drilling said: 
“As a community, we are 
strongly united against 
this planning application. 

“Coastal Oil and Gas 
want to test drill for gas 
on a green field site in a 
quiet rural location just a 
few hundred metres 
upstream of a conserva¬ 


tion area set up 40 years 
ago to protect the local 
character, wildlife and 
biodiversity. 

“They have already 
stated that if they find gas 
there they are likely to 
seek planning approval 
to extract it. 

“Not only is this appli¬ 
cation completely inap¬ 
propriate but it has been 
made without any con¬ 
sultation with local resi¬ 
dents. 

“In fact most of the 
village only discovered 
the company’s intentions 
within a week of the 
deadline set by the coun¬ 
cil to register an objec¬ 
tion. 

“At short notice, more 
than 60 members of the 
local community attend¬ 
ed last Friday’s meeting.” 

A number of local 
elected representatives 
were there too - Alun 
Cairns MP, Andrew RT 
Davies AM, and Vale 
councillors Jeff James 
and Phil Clarke. 

The villagers’ 

spokesperson said the 
group was urging the 
Vale Council to reject the 
application. 

Andrew RT Davies, 
leader of the Welsh 
Conservatives, has 
thrown his weight behind 
the villagers and told The 
GEM he had written to 
the Vale Council to for¬ 
mally object to the appli¬ 
cation. 

He said: “It was great 


to see local residents out 
in such force to demon¬ 
strate the strength of 
local feeling in relation 
to the application. 

“We have found 
recently, following an 
application in the 
Llandow area, that Welsh 
Government planning 
guidance isn’t always 
overly sympathetic to 
residents’ concerns and it 
is vital that on this occa¬ 
sion these voices are 
heard. 

“It is regrettable that 
the applicants have failed 
to take the time to consult 
with locals over their 
proposals because, had 
they done so, they may 
have appreciated how 
unsuitable this rural and 
isolated area is for an 
operation of this type and 


scale. 

“I have formally sub¬ 
mitted my objections to 
the council via the plan¬ 
ning officer and I will be 
seeking clarification 
from the Welsh 
Government as to what 
action they are taking to 
clarify the position as 
this is an issue of nation¬ 
al significance.” 

The two other new 
applications in the Vale 
relate to Llandow 
Trading Estate and an un¬ 
named road between the 
A4266 and Dyffryn. 

The GEM approached 
Coastal Oil and Gas for a 
comment, but at the time 
of going to press had not 
received one. 


PEOPLE living 
with cancer in 
Bridgend county 
borough are being 
offered extra sup¬ 
port, and last year 
accessed over £lm 
of benefit and 
grant entitlements 
- thanks to a part¬ 
nership initiative 
between Macmillan 
Cancer Support 
and BCBC. 

With possible 
absences from work, 
extra trips to the hospi¬ 
tal and other costs, 
many cancer patients 
have financial concerns 
and need to draw heav¬ 
ily on their savings or 
other sources. 

They may also need 
extra help in their 
homes, a spokesman 
said. 

With the help of 


Macmillan Bridgend 
welfare rights service, 
patients and their carers 
are being given free 
confidential advice on 
what benefits and 
grants they are entitled 
to, resulting in 
£1,003,599.42 being 
claimed locally in just 
over a year. 

Katie Thomas, the 
Macmillan Welfare 
Rights Advisor based at 
the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, said: “This 
service helps to support 
people at the most diffi¬ 
cult time in their lives, 
helping to reduce any 
added stress and anxi¬ 
ety brought about by 
financial worries. 

“Primarily, I meet 
with patients and their 
families in their homes, 
but I also run a benefit 
surgery every Thursday 
morning at the 
Bridgend Carers’ 
Centre, and cancer 
patients are welcome to 
come along.” 

She said that the 
partnership also enables 
her to work closely 
with social services, 
which is a valuable 
link. 

“When I meet with 
people in their homes 
they will often ask 
about aids and adapta¬ 
tions, which I can help 
with by making refer¬ 
rals for the council to 
assist them.” 

One of the local resi¬ 
dents Katie has helped 
is Anne Rowlands, a 
pensioner from 


Bridgend, diagnosed 
with cancer of the kid¬ 
ney in 2011, which 
later spread to second¬ 
ary bone cancer, mean¬ 
ing that she required 
numerous operations in 
hospitals across south 
Wales. 

Anne said: “I initial¬ 
ly went to the Carers’ 
Centre to see if they 
could offer some advice 
as it was nearly a year 
since my diagnosis and 
I was beginning to 
struggle financially. 

“Plus, my daughter 
Leann was spending 
more and more on 
petrol taking me to my 
appointments because 
of the distance we had 
to travel. We soon 
learned that there were 
benefits which could 
help both me and 
Leann and our welfare 
benefits advisor helped 
us to complete the nec¬ 
essary forms.” 

Anne, who is contin¬ 
uing to receive treat¬ 
ment including radio¬ 
therapy and chemother¬ 
apy, added: “Within a 
few weeks we were 
receiving carers’ 
allowance, disability 
living allowance and 
we were able to get a 
Blue Badge, which 
helped us to park close¬ 
ly to where we needed 
to go. 

“This was really 
helpful to us as the can¬ 
cer had spread to the 
bones and I was finding 
it hard to keep mobile. 

“I didn’t realise that 


I was also able to claim 
for a Macmillan grant 
which helped fund a 
mobility scooter, which 
has given me much 
more independence and 
helped me to regain 
some normality.” 

“Without 

Macmillan’s support 
and help I wouldn’t 
have got this far. This 
service has given me 
and my family peace of 
mind and has helped to 
relieve a lot of stress.” 

Coun Lyn Morgan, 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council cabi¬ 
net member for wellbe¬ 
ing, said: “I was 
delighted to hear that 
this service has reached 
the milestone of help¬ 
ing cancer patients in 
the local community to 
access over £lm worth 
of benefits. 

“We are extremely 
proud to be involved in 
this partnership initia¬ 
tive with Macmillan, 
and are pleased to do 
whatever we can to 
raise awareness of the 
assistance available to 
people affected by can¬ 
cer to help ease any 
financial strain and pro¬ 
vide the extra support 
they may need in their 
homes.” 

To find out more 
about the Macmillan 
Bridgend Welfare 
Rights Service, call 
Katie Thomas on 01656 
752990 or email 
katie. thomas @ brid- 
gend.gov.uk. 


WHAT’S ON - in brief 


Race Night 

ON Friday, May 17, Newton 
Primary School is hosting a Race 
Night from 7.30pm. Entry is £2. 
The minimum bet is 50p - there is 
no maximum. Bring your own 
refreshments! 

School celebrates 
30 years 

WERE you a pupil or member of 
staff at Ysgol y Ferch o’r Sger with¬ 
in the years of 1982-2012? 

If you are 18 years and over, come 
along to a karaoke and disco and 
reminisce with old classmates, cele¬ 
brating 30 years of Ysgol y Ferch o’r 


Sger on Saturday, May 18, at 7pm at 
the Greenacres Motel. 

Tickets are £2. Contact Vicky on 
07852 421952 or Facebook on ‘ysgol 
y ferch o’r sger parents and teachers 
association or Twitter on @ YFOSP- 
TA to book your tickets. 

Village hall 
charity sale 

THERE will be a book sale at 
Newton Institute, Porthcawl, on 
Saturday, May 18,10am-2pm. 

Also for sale are jigsaws, pictures, 
videos, cassettes, CDs and DVDs. 
Proceeds go to fund the upkeep of the 
community village hall. Free admis¬ 
sion. 
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Third Bridgend 
MashUp will be 
the mother of all 
street parties! 


ENERGY and 
excitement levels 
will be turned up to 
the max when 
Bridgend town cen- 


throughout the day for “There will be so much 
young people to actually taking place that you 
try their hand at a number would never expect to 


see in a town centre and 
cover it will be a great day out 
d also like 


of activities.’' 

Workshops 

magic, graffiti art and for families__ 

tre hosts this year’s rapping, while there will to commend all of the 
‘MashUp’ on also be opportunities for focal businesses and 

youngsters to have a go organisations that have 


Saturday, May 18. 

It will bring sport, at street running, falcon- 

music, arts and modern fy compete for prizes -^- 

urban street culture skateboarding and MashUp and deserve 
together into one event, scooter competitions on amount of credit for 
for a street party with a Market Stte^. ^ what they have done in 

difference. Pole vaulters Surfing is one supporting this event.” 

will be flying through the of the latest sports to when the sun sets on 
air in Dumaven Place, sweep the internet and 
visitors will be able to 
Qf see participants take to 
and long skateboards to ride a 


‘tarp surfers’ will be rid¬ 
ing the waves 
Wyndham Street, 


shown a tremendous 
amount of passion for the 


the Bridgend MashUp 
for another year, the 
entertainment will con- 


^- -, — ^ tinue on Saturday night 

there will even be an large wave made out of under-18s only 


abseiling demonstration tarpaulin, 
down one of the town ^ BMX street course 


‘MashUp Club Night’ at 


^ succi CUU 11 .C Brewery Field and a 

will also be set up, and , , . tt u vu 

- ^ - rock show at Hobos with 


centre’s landmark build¬ 
ings. 

Organised by ----v Hearts’ and support from 

BoX 'When we were wolves', 

events team and focal and ‘cheese wedges’ or 
businesses, the Bridgend Wyndham Street. 

' ' A pentathlon chal- 


stunts can be learned , trx., o i • 

safely on jump bikes headliners The Smoking 
- Hearts and support fror" 
‘When we were wolves' 
‘Constructor’ and 

‘Judgement’. It promises 

MashUp is now in its A pentathlon chal- to be epically loud, starts 
third year. lenge will consist of a 7.30pm and is an age 

BCBC cabinet mem- speed bounce, standing 16+ event with tickets 
her for tourism, Coun long jump, hi stepper costing £5 m advance or 
David Sage, said: “The shuffle, shot put and a 20 l^e door, 

previous MashUp events metre sprint! To find out more about 

have brought a real buzz Members of Pencoed year s Bridgend 

to the town centre, with Rock Climbing Club will Mashup and a full listing 
so much colour and be abseiling down the of times and activities, 
entertainment, and this Crown Building (Job visit www.thebridgend 
year’s promises to be Centre Plus) on Angel mash.com or call 01656 
even bigger and better. Street at 11am, 2pm and 786639. 

“In addition to a num- 4pm, while there will be 
her of spectacular dis- canoe slalom displays 
plays for families to throughout the day along 
watch, I also really like the river Ogmore next to 
the fact that there are Newbridge Fields, 
workshops taking place Coun Sage added: 


PORTHCAWL BRIDGE CLUB 


Use the web 
to improve 
your strategy 


WE all read the 
various newspaper 
bridge columns, in 
which some exotic 
bid or play lands a 
seemingly impossi¬ 
ble contract. 

While this can be 
entertaining to read, it 
gives rise to feelings of 
inadequacy among ‘nor¬ 
mal players’. However, 
in ‘real’ bridge, success 
is achieved by a firm 
grounding in the basics, 
and a disciplined 
approach to the game. 

The Porthcawl Club 
website, 
www.bridgewebs.com/po 
rthcawl, is well worth a 
visit for players of all 
abilities. There is a web 
section on ‘tutorials’ - a 
series of lessons, plus 
supplementary pages on 
some of the more com¬ 
mon conventions. 

Read, understand, and 
apply these with disci¬ 
pline to your normal 
game, and it can guaran¬ 
tee you above average 
sessions. 

Latest results: 

Saturday, April 27. 
First - Emer Disley and 


Tony Haworth; Second - 
Colin and Hazel Heard. 

Monday, April 29. 
First - Gary Williams 
and Tony Haworth; 
Second - Emer Disley 
and Pat Haworth. 

Thursday, May 2. 
First - Terry Dolan and 
Roger Plant; Second - 
Sue Anthony and Trish 
Saunders. 

Saturday, May 4. First 

- Connie Dick and Vera 
Robinson; Second - 
Colin and Hazel Heard. 

Monday, May 6. First 

- Gary Williams and 
Tony Haworth; Second - 
Peter and Sandie 
Jenkins. 

Thursday, May 9. 
First - John Beard and 
Tony Haworth; Second - 
Marie Hartland and 
Gwen Thomas. 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the Rest 
Hotel 7pm - 10.15pm. 
Visitors are welcome at 
any time. 

To contact the club, 
call our secretary Trish - 
01656 785794 

TONY HAWORTH 


^Letter to Hitler^ wins Rotary prize 


PICTURED {right) 
with president Ken 
Roberts are the win¬ 
ners of the ‘Young 
Writer’ competition 
organised by the 
Rotary Club of 
Porthcawl. 

They were set the task 
of writing a letter to 
someone living or dead 
on the subject ‘Peace’. 

Newton Primary 
School pupils produced 
work of a very high 
standard and were pre¬ 
sented with certificates 
and prizes at a school 
assembly. 

The adjudicators had 
a difficult task, but final¬ 
ly decided that Elodie 
Guillerm should be 
given first place. She 
wrote a letter to a 12- 
year-old Adolf Hitler 
exhorting him, in adult¬ 
hood, to build peaceful 
relations with other 
European countries. 

Carys Rosser was 
placed second, Charlotte 
Liddon was third and 
Jessica Jones’ letter was 
commended by the 
judges. 

Elodie’s letter has 
gone through to the 
Rotary District 1150 
‘Young Writer’ final, 
which covers Rotary 
clubs throughout south 
Wales. 

This is the first time 
that the Rotary Club of 
Porthcawl has held this 
competition for schools 
in the Porthcawl district, 
and it is hoped that it 
will become a regular 
item on the Rotary cal¬ 
endar. LC 


Coychurch WI 
hears of action- 
packed diary 


PRESIDENT 
Sandra Davidson 
welcomed Hilda 
Jane Jenkins and 
34 members to 
Coychurch WI 
AGM and resolu¬ 
tion meeting. 

The business of the 
evening included: bal¬ 
ance of the trip to 
London to be paid at the 
July meeting; details of 
coaches booked for the 
skittles evening; and to 
celebrate our 95th 
anniversary, the June 
‘garden party’ to be held 
in Bryngarw Park on 
June 25. 

Information was 
given on the GFWI gar¬ 
den party to take place 
in Margam Park, and 
also the 90th anniver¬ 
sary ‘Banner Festival 
Evening’ in St David’s 
Hall on December 2. 

A raspberry picking 
afternoon is arranged for 
July 2, followed by an 
evening meal at the 
Coed-y-Mwstwr Golf 
Club. The winner of the 
re-draw for a Denman 
bursary was Ann Lewis. 

A discussion took 
place on this year’s res¬ 
olution ‘The decline of 
the High Street’ - with 
members of differing 
opinions taking a lively 
and active part. 

Officers presented 
their annual reports: 


finance. Penny 
Gregory; secretary. Sue 
Elworthy; and president, 
Sandra Davidson, who 
thanked the committee 
and members for their 
support during the last 
year. Hilda Jane 
Jenkins guided the nom¬ 
ination for the presiden¬ 
cy, and Sandra 
Davidson agreed to con¬ 
tinue in her role. A pres¬ 
entation was made to 
retiring committee 
member Ann Taylor. 

Twelve members 
attended the annual 
GEWI spring council 
meeting in the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl, on 
April 29. Special guest 
Adam Henson gave a 
most interesting talk and 
powerpoint presentation 
on his upbringing and 
career to a full house of 
646 members. 

The next meeting will 
be on June 4 in the 
Williams Memorial Hall 
at 7.30pm, and the topic 
of guest speaker Rhian 
Williams, solicitor, will 
be ‘Wills, Power of 
Attorney.’ Guests and 
new members welcome. 

Congratulations to 
The GEM on last 
week’s 30th anniversary 
publication - excellent 
reading! 

JANET JAMES 


Newton Primary pupils were 
praised for the quality of their 
writing in a Rotary competition. 



CAN ANYONE SOLVE THE 
MYSTERY OF ROSIE, THE 
MISSING CHESTNUT MARE? 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


A LLANSANNOR 
woman is hoping 
that Vale residents 
can help solve a 
mystery - what 
happened to Rosie 
the horse? 

It was three weeks 
ago that Rosie, an aged 
chestnut mare, went 
missing following a 
stormy night. 

However, after three 
weeks, there is still no 
sign of the 25-year-old 
mare, and owner 
Barbara Jones is baffled. 

She told The GEM: 
“Our home is on the 
border between 
Llansannor and 
Llanharry, and we have 
nothing but country 
lanes around us. 

“I bought Rosie six 


years ago and she is 
very settled here, living 
in a paddock next door 
to our home. 

“About three weeks 
ago, it was a stormy 
night and when I awoke 
I saw that the paddock 
gate was open 

“I thought that the 
wind might have blown 
it open, Mt now Rosie 
has been missing for 
three weeks. 

“We have contacted 
police, the pound in the 
Vale, and also RCT, and 
all the local farmers, but 
she has not been seen. 

“I hope that if we get 
a mention in The GEM, 
someone may recall see¬ 
ing her.” 

Anyone who has 
information, should tele¬ 
phone Barbara on 
07967 895003. 



ABOVE: Rosie, the aged chestnut mare, 
has been missing for three weeks. 


Man aims to break world 
record for children’s charity 


A BARRY man is 
hoping to be part 
of a record-break¬ 
ing rugby match 
that is aiming to 
raise many thou¬ 
sands of pounds 
for a children’s 
charity. 

Dominic O’Sullivan , 
a Barry father of four, 
and grandfather of two, 
has been selected to 
play in a 25-hour rugby 
match against a 
Combined Services 
team for ‘Scotty’s Little 
Soldiers’, a charity that 
raises money for the 
children of the fallen 
service personnel 
{www.scottyslittlesol- 
diers.co.uk) 

Dominic, 46, a for¬ 
mer RAF Physical 
Training Instructor, now 
runs a UK-based leisure 
consultancy, and 
answered the call from 
an old business col¬ 
league after seeing the 
Scotty’s founder, Nikki 
Scott, receive a military 
award in December. 

Dominic said: “I 


enjoyed 14 years in the 
RAF and left with some 
great experiences, with¬ 
out ever facing danger 
in comparison to 
today’s servicemen. 

“I felt that I had to 
show my support for 
this charity as it directly 
helps the children who 
suffered the loss of a 
parent.” 

The match is being 
staged at Welford Road, 
the home of Leicester 
Tigers on May 31, and 
the squad is limited to 
22 to comply with the 
Guinness World Record 
rules. 

Players cannot be 
replaced if injured, so it 
will require each player 
to play for a minimum 
of 19 hours each. 

It will be a full con¬ 
tact game, with no half 
times, and layers must 
stay pitch side when not 
on the field. The event 
will be followed by a 
charity auction and 
after party, which is 
hoped to raise further 
funds. Charity dona¬ 
tions have come in 
from all over the world. 


including the Australian 
REU and Oscar De La 
Hoy a, among others. 

Dominic retired from 
rugby in 2008, but has 
been training at least 12 
hours each week, com¬ 
bining sessions of run¬ 
ning up to 16 miles, 
cychng 60, or swim¬ 
ming two. 

He said: “I knew it 
was a massive physical 
challenge and to be 
honest I was well out of 
shape at the start, I 
couldn’t run three 
miles! 

“Now, I’m in the best 
shape since I left the 
RAE in 98. Every time I 
have been low, I just 
think of the Scotty’s 
kids and I’m lifted.” 

The players will wear 


the name of a Scotty’s 
child on the back of 
their jersey, which has 
added a special connec¬ 
tion for the players. 

Each player was 
tasked with raising £500 
each, and Dominic has 
so far reached £1,300 - 
but isn’t satisfied. He 
wants to break £2,000 
and make sure the char¬ 
ity gets a massive boost. 

His final training 
push is now under way 
and, as the oldest player 
on either side, he is 
determined to make a 
full contribution. 

To make a donation, 
go to: www.bmychari- 
ty.coni/sullyl89, contact 
dominie® clubmanage- 
mentpartners.co.uk or 
call on 07586 872406. 


Tax help for elderly 

TAX Help for Older People holds its 
monthly surgery offering free professional 
help and advice to those with income tax 
queries or problems at Pencoed Library on 
Tuesday, June 11. 

To book an appointment, or to access the 
helpline, telephone 08456013321. 
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The First Minister with headteacher Sue Henderson, Coun Huw David, teachers Sian Matthews (Princess Pearl, left) 
and Kael Tudor (Zog,right), healthy schools co-ordinator Ceri Carr and pupils Dewi Worral, Fieri Hopkins, Ryan Lewis 

and Phoebe Stephens. 


Council in line 
for a ‘Social 
Care’ Accolade 


The awards just 
keep on coming 
at Cefn Glas 
Infants School! 


CEFN GLAS 
Infants School in 
Bridgend has col¬ 
lected two more 
accolades to add to 
its collection. 

It joined the select 
group of schools in 
Wales given a National 
Quality Award for com¬ 
mitment to being a 
healthy school and also 
earned the Investors in 
People Silver Award as a 
reward for working 
together as a team. 

To celebrate the 
achievements, the First 
Minister and Bridgend 
Assembly Member, 
Carwyn Jones, paid a 
visit and congratulated 
teachers and pupils on 
their success. 

“Cefn Glas Infants 
School can be rightly 
proud in obtaining both 
the Investors in People 
Silver Award and the 
National Quality Award 
for Health Schools. 
These are significant 
achievements and I 
would like to pay tribute 
to the hard work and 
dedication of all staff 
and pupils,” Mr Jones 
said. 

Among those giving 
him an extra warm wel¬ 
come was Zog, a six- 
foot dragon, who fea¬ 
tured in an entertaining 
performance that teach¬ 
ers and pupils had pre¬ 
pared, which centred 


around characters from a 
children’s novel they 
have been studying. 

Zog and Pearl the 
Princess will both be 
familiar names to fans of 
the children’s author 
Julia Donaldson. As well 
as featuring in the per¬ 
formance, they are also 
two of the characters 
depicted in the school’s 
reception area in the 
form of models made by 
the pupils out of recy¬ 
cled materials. 

That flair for learning 
about the environment, 
in addition to physical 
activity, health, wellbe¬ 
ing and hygiene were all 
factors in the school col¬ 
lecting a National 
Quality Award - and the 
fact that it has two 
pupils per class who are 
eco-councillors was also 
praised by award judges. 

Headteacher Sue 
Henderson said: “We are 
absolutely delighted and 
very proud to win both 
of these awards. 
Pontycymer Nursery was 
the first school in 
Bridgend county to 
achieve the healthy 
schools National Quality 
Award and we are the 
second. 

“They have been 
extremely helpful to us, 
offering lots of advice. 
Our healthy schools co¬ 
ordinator Ceri Carr has 
led the way and we have 
also worked closely with 


the healthy schools team 
at Public Health Wales. 

“The Investors in 
People silver award was 
all about us working 
together as a team of 
staff and pupils. To 
achieve it, we developed 
an initiative whereby 
teachers are coached by 
other teachers within the 
school to share their 
experience to help col¬ 
leagues develop new 
skills and expertise. 

“We will now go for 
the gold award, part of 
which will involve 
working with our school 
governors,” she added. 

Coun Huw David, 
BCBC cabinet member 
for children and young 
people, said: “The 
school has nurtured a 
tremendous culture 
around encouraging 
pupils to be healthy and 
for everyone to work as 
a team. 

“As these principles 
are ingrained so heavily 
in the school’s culture, 
they were clearly out¬ 
standing candidates for 
achieving these awards. 

“It’s great to see 
another local school set¬ 
ting such an excellent 
example and I’m sure 
that other schools in the 
county will be inspired 
to follow in their foot¬ 
steps.” 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council is celebrat¬ 
ing, after its work 
with ABM 
University Health 
Board to deliver 
specialised demen¬ 
tia care training to 
staff was 
announced as a 
finalist in the Social 
Care Accolades 
2013. 

The Accolades, which 
are led by the Care 
Council for Wales, cele¬ 
brate best practice, help¬ 
ing to professionalise 
the workforce and trans¬ 
form social care, early 
years and childcare 
across Wales. 

The council and 
health board’s invest¬ 
ment in the learning and 
professional develop¬ 
ment of staff to deliver 
the best possible demen¬ 
tia care is up for the 
‘leadership to achieve 
confident, competent 
and professional work¬ 
ers’ award (sponsored 
by Educ8 Training 
Limited). 

The partnership proj¬ 
ect has trained more 
than 12,000 people from 
across the social care 
sector, including care 
home staff and social 
care workers. 

It has also trained 
mental health staff, 
health care support 
workers and junior doc¬ 
tors, ensuring that peo¬ 
ple across the spectrum 
are appropriately skilled 
and supported to deliver 
specialist dementia care. 

The work has led to 
more timely referrals to 
specialist services for 
those in need and 
improved the quality of 
life for people with 
dementia thanks to con¬ 
sistent, quality care. 

BCBC cabinet mem¬ 
ber for wellbeing, Coun 
Lyn Morgan, said: “We 
are thrilled to have been 
selected as one of the 
finalists in these presti¬ 
gious awards. Not only 
has this partnership 


project resulted in a 
large number of 
employees within social 
care strengthening and 
developing their skills 
and knowledge, but it 
has already had a posi¬ 
tive effect in the com¬ 
munity by improving 
the care service that we 
can offer to local users.” 

The council and 
health board will be 
competing against two 
other social care proj¬ 
ects in its category and 
the winners of the 
Accolades will be 
announced on June 21. 

Arwel Ellis Owen, 
Chair of the Social Care 
Accolades judging 
panel, said: “We were 
delighted to receive so 
many high-quality 
entries from across 
Wales. This shows that 
organisations are invest¬ 
ing in the development 
of their staff, leading to 
well-designed initiatives 
that provide high-quality 
outcomes for those 
receiving services and 
support. 

“We know that quali¬ 
ty services delivered by 
skilled staff can trans¬ 
form people’s lives for 
the better, through 
working directly with 
individuals and families, 
and in their communi¬ 
ties. 

“The Accolades are 
an opportunity to recog¬ 
nise good practice and 
ensure it is shared with 
others to improve serv¬ 
ices across Wales. I 
would like to thank 
everyone who entered 
and wish good luck to 
all those who have made 
the finals.” 

The biennial awards 
being held for the fifth 
time, are presented to 
teams, partnerships and 
organisations that have 
improved social care 
and early years and 
childcare by investing in 
the learning and devel¬ 
opment of their people. 


Writers meet 

AMERICAN poet, 
Margot Farrington, 
currently on a UK tour, 
will meet local writers at 
Sustainable Wales’ 
Green Room for a per¬ 
formance at 8pm on 
May 24 at 5 James 
Street, Porthcawl. 

Reading with her will 
be locally-based 

Kristian Evans, Wanda 
Koseda and Brian 
Roper. 

Entry £3. Everyone 
welcome. Contact 
01656 773627. 


Lifesaving 
hat-trick for 
Heronsbridge 

FOR the third year in succession, 
Heronsbridge School, Bridgend, has won 
the prestigious East Wales branch Royal 
Life Saving Society best school award for 
life saving awards gained. 

Headteacher, Mrs Glynys James, said: “I am 
delighted, as it reflects the hard work put in by 
school staff and instructors and members of the 
Thursday night life saving club, as lifesaving and 
first aid skills are essential in life.” 


Maesteg Youth 
win the league 
in some style 


BRYNCETHIN 
youth hosted 

Maesteg in the last 
league game of a 
very successful sea¬ 
son, where a win 
would guarantee 
that Bryncethin had 
won the Osprey 
Division D title; 
they didn’t disap¬ 
point and despite a 
concerted effort by 
Maesteg, came 
away winners. 

It was Maesteg who 
had the first chance to 
score as, from the kick 
off, Bryncethin received 
the ball and cleared it up 
field but their chasers 
were judged to be off¬ 
side; the penalty kick 
sailed wide. 

From the drop out 22 
Bryncethin gathered the 
ball and Maesteg 
infringed at the ruck. 
Bryncethin centre Paul 
Short kicked the ball to 
touch, lock Williams 
Thomas won the line out 
and the forwards mauled 
the ball up field; when 
they were stopped the 
ball was moved to out¬ 
side Owen Watkin, who 
powered through a num¬ 
ber of tackles to score the 
opening try; Short added 
the conversion. 

Maesteg kept the ball 
from the restart and 
applied pressure on 
Bryncethin. A five metre 
scrum gave them a good 
opportunity to score but 
flanker Connor Law was 
able to steal the ball. 

Watkin received the 
ball and set off up the 
field. He off-loaded to 
Short, when he was 
brought down on the 
halfway line, the ball was 
quickly recycled and 
moved through the hands 
for centre Danial 
Lockyer to use his pace 
to round the Maesteg 
defence and score under 
the posts. Short slotted 
the conversion over. 

Bryncethin infringed 
at the restart and Maesteg 
opted to kick for the 
posts; the kick dropped 
short and was gathered 
up by Short who ran the 
ball back. He evaded a 
number of tackles before 
popping the ball to 
Lockyer, who continued 
the run before off-load¬ 
ing to winger Ryan 
James. 

He made his way into 
the Maesteg 22 before 
being tackled and pop- 

GARDENING 

SHOW 

COYCHURCH 
Gardening Society is 
holding a spring fayre 
on Saturday May 18 at 
the Williams Memorial 
Hall, Coy church 

between 2pm and 4pm. 
There will be a plant 
stall, locally made pre¬ 
serves, home made 
cakes, cards, raffle and 
refreshments. The soci¬ 
ety will hold its annual 
show on August 17. 


ping the ball off the floor 
to the supporting 
Lockyer to score by the 
posts, and Short again 
added the conversion. 

Maesteg got their first 
try after they were 
awarded a penalty in the 
Bryncethin half. This 
time they kicked to touch 
and did a short line out 
ball. 

When the receiver was 
brought down by lock 
Thomas Lewis, he failed 
to roll away and another 
penalty was awarded; 
this was taken quickly 
and a try resulted, and the 
conversion was success¬ 
ful. 

They were on the 
scoreboard again a few 
minutes later when 
Bryncethin were 

penalised for a high tack¬ 
le in front of the posts; 
the penalty was slotted 
over. 

Bryncethin had the 
final score of the half 
though after Thomas 
stole a Maesteg ball in a 
line out on the halfway 
line. 

Scrum half Ryan 
Richards dummied a pass 
to Watkin before setting 
off on a sniping run. 
When he was brought 
down, Watkin did the 
same thing and then off¬ 
loaded to flanker Steven 
James to score by the 
posts; Short again added 
the extra points. 

Bryncethin made a 


number of changes at the 
halftime break giving 
their under-16s a run out 
in readiness for next sea¬ 
son and it was one of 
these players, winger 
James Morgan, who 
scored Bryncethin’s final 
try. 

A kick for touch by 
Maesteg failed to go out 
and Watkin gathered the 
ball and ran hard at the 
Maesteg defence. He 
broke a number of tack¬ 
les before off-loading to 
Morgan, who evaded a 
number of tackles and 
then used his speed to 
sprint through and score 
in the comer. 

Maesteg’s final score 
of the game came when 
they retained the ball for 
a period and moved it up 
the field; they got to the 
five metre line where 
they were awarded a 
penalty. They took it 
quickly and managed to 
crash through the 
Bryncethin defence for a 
try. 

With time almost up 
Bryncethin took the 
restart quickly, retained 
the ball and moved it up 
field, sucking in the 
Maesteg defence. The 
ball was then quickly 
moved through the hands 
but the last pass from 
Thomas to Lewis went 
forward and that con¬ 
cluded a well contested 
game, the final score 33- 
15. 


Surfing success 
for local men 


TWO Porthcawl 
surfers showed 
their true talent at 
the Quiksilver 
Welsh National 
Surfing 

Championships at 
Freshwater West 
recently. 

Cressey's Surf 
Academy head coach 
and owner. South 
African-born Ingemar 
Cressey, took home the 
prestigious Welsh 
National Champion title 
in the senior division for 
the second year mnning 
while Gregg Owen of 
No Limits Wetsuits came 
second in both the senior 
and masters finals. Both 
are members of Welsh 
Coast Surf Club, 
Porthcawl. 

This year’s champi¬ 
onship results are espe¬ 
cially important, because 
it is from there that the 
Welsh Surfing 
Federation will make 
their choices for the 
national team to compete 
at the European 
Championships in the 
Azores this September. 

“I am delighted to 
retain the Senior 
Champion title,” said 
Ingemar, who has only 
returned to competitive 
surfing in the last couple 
of years. 

“The Welsh Surfing 
Federation ran yet anoth- 



Ingemar Cressey 
er superb competition, 
and continues to develop 
the home grown surfing 
talent in Wales. Surfing 
is a very popular sport in 
Wales, and there is a lot 
of talent here, so I hope 
the profile and recogni¬ 
tion for the sport contin¬ 
ues to be raised in the 
country.” 

“I was just 10 years 
old when I entered my 
first surfing competition 
in South Africa,” 
Ingemar continued. 

“By the age of 12 I 
was sponsored by 
Billabong, the youngest 
competitor to ever enter 
the Billabong Pro at 
Jeffery’s Bay, and South 
African national champi¬ 
on for the under-14s. 

“For me personally it 
was too much too soon, 
and it is great to start 
competing again since 
living in the UK.” 

CC 
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Swans’ star adds 
magic to fun day at 
St John’s School 



Council in a 
search for 
foster carers 


BCBC is support¬ 
ing the Fostering 
Network this Foster 
Care Fortnight 
(May 13-26), by 
asking residents of 
Bridgend county 
borough to ‘Get in 
the Frame’ and 

consider themselves 
as potential foster 
carers. 

With more than 600 
new foster carers 

required in Wales in 
2013, the search is on for 
carers who can provide 
loving homes to vulnera¬ 
ble children and 

teenagers, give them a 
hug every once in a 
while, and listen to what 
they have to say. 

One of the council’s 
particular areas of con¬ 
cern is the shortfall in the 
number of carers who 
can foster older children 
and sibling groups. 

Coun Huw David, 
cabinet member for chil¬ 
dren and young people, 
said: “Deciding to foster 
is a life-changing choice, 
not only for the carer, but 
for the vulnerable young 
people whose lives are 
transformed by the sta¬ 
bility and support foster¬ 
ing brings. 

“While more foster 
carers are required for all 
age groups, there is a 
particular lack of people 
to foster teenagers and 
sibling groups. 

“People often assume 
that teenagers are likely 
to be the most difficult 
group to foster but this is 
rarely the case, and due 
to a shortage of carers, 
brothers and sisters are 
often split up, when 
they’ve already been 
through extremely diffi¬ 
cult times.” 

The council’s foster¬ 
ing team has a number of 
activities planned 
throughout Foster Care 


Fortnight, including vis¬ 
its to Tesco on 
Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend on May 17, 
10am-12pm; May 21, 
2pm-4pm; and May 23, 
2pm-4pm, where they 
will answer any ques¬ 
tions that people have 
about becoming foster 
carers. 

An informal meet and 
greet session will also be 
held at Bryngarw House 
between 7pm and 9pm 
on May 22. 

Coun David added: 
“Children who come 
into care need stable and 
loving homes to help 
them turn their lives 
around. 

“A recent Fostering 
Network survey found 
that almost two thirds of 
foster carers have cared 
for children who have 
had two or more moves 
between homes, while 
11 per cent of carers 
have cared for children 
who have moved more 
than 10 times. 

“It’s important that we 
recruit more foster fami¬ 
lies to ensure that these 
young people are 
matched with the right 
foster carer and get the 
stability they require. 

“If you’ve ever con¬ 
sidered fostering I’d urge 
you to come and meet 
the team at Tesco or 
Bryngarw and see if you 
can help provide the sta¬ 
ble, loving home to 
transform a young per¬ 
son’s life.” 

A Q&A session is 
being held on Twitter all 
day on May 22; tweet 
©BridgendCBC using 
the hash tag, 
#BridgendFostering. 

For more information 
about becoming a foster 
carer call 01656 642674, 
or visit 

www.bridgend.gov.uk/fo 
storing 



PUPILS at St 
John’s School, 
Porthcawl, were 
recently treated to a 
fun day of football 
and magic, organ¬ 
ised by The Friends 
of the school, which 
kicked off with a 
star appearance 
from Swansea City 
defender Dwight 
Tiendalli, who 
played in an excit¬ 
ing match between 
pupils and dads. 

In the spirit of fair¬ 
ness, Mr Tiendalli 
played for the dads in 
the first half and the 
pupils in the second! 

Both teams were 
thrilled, and every goal 
scored was celebrated 
with a burst of Match of 
The Day music! 

The game was nail- 
bitingly close, there 
were some very difficult 
decisions for referee and 
games teacher Mr Mike 
Gatt. 

The crowds were on 
the edge of their seats 
when the final whistle 
blew for a full time 
score of 7-all! 

The players (and Mr 
Gatt!) were delighted to 
see that Mr Tiendalli 
then went on from St 
John’s to score the win¬ 
ning goal for Swansea 
in their premiership 
match against Wigan a 


few days later! 

The exciting football 
was quickly followed by 
an incredible display of 
magic from magicians 
‘Morgan and West’, 
who had recently 
returned from a tour of 
Australia. 

Mr Morgan is actual¬ 
ly former pupil and head 
boy of St John’s, Rhys 
Jones, and everyone was 
delighted to welcome 
him back! 

Once again, the audi¬ 
ence were on the edge 
of their seats, spell¬ 
bound by the baffling 
magic and mind reading 
powers of the talented 
duo. 

The conclusion of the 
show brought endless 
applause and cheering 
that nearly brought 
down the roof of the 
sports hall! 

Mrs Catherine 
Perkins, chairperson of 
the Friends, said that it 
had been a wonderful 
day of excitement for 
everyone and thanked 
Dwight Tiendalli, Rhys 
Jones and Rob West for 
making the day so spe¬ 
cial. 

Added bonuses were 
that the sun shone glori¬ 
ously all afternoon and a 
grand total of £1,218 
was raised in funds! CP 


CRUCIAL CREW SAFETY 
LESSONS FOR PUPILS 



Rhys, Dylan and Ellie are safe on site with the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress 


YEAR-6 children from 
Pencoed and Coity pri¬ 
mary schools have been 
learning how to keep safe 
at the launch of Crucial 
Crew 2013. 

Co-ordinated by BCBC and a 
number of partner agencies 
including South Wales Police, 
South Wales Fire Service, Food 
Standards Agency and Red Cross, 
Crucial Crew helps children to 
recognise everyday health and 
safety issues, learn how to behave 
in dilferent situations, and under¬ 
stand crime prevention. 

The event, launched by the 
Deputy Mayor of Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough, Coun Clive James, 


was held on the purpose-built set 
in the Safety Zone building, 
Treforest, where the children 
learn about unsafe situations in a 
mock shop, pub, house and police 
station, as well as at a staged rail¬ 
way line, building site and elec¬ 
tricity sub-station. 

Coun James, said: “I was 
delighted to be asked to launch 
this year’s Crucial Crew. It was 
great to see the children having 
such a good time while learning 
how to be more street-wise. 

“Crucial Crew is great because 
not only do the pupils learn a 
number of invaluable lessons, but 
it’s also a fun day out from 
school.” 

Coun Huw David, BCBC’s 


cabinet member for children and 
young people, said: “Almost 
1,500 primary school pupils from 
across the county borough are 
attending this year’s Crucial 
Crew. It’s fantastic that through 
working together with our part¬ 
ners, we can have a positive 
impact on so many young peo¬ 
ple’s lives. 

“Most of the children will be 
moving up to secondary school in 
September, so it’s great that 
Crucial Crew helps them under¬ 
stand how they can deal with 
many of the temptations they will 
encounter in their new environ¬ 
ment, and the harmful conse¬ 
quences they could face if they 
don’t resist them.” 


Councillors hand over petition 



Talented young music 
makers take to the 
Grand Pavilion stage 


TALENTED young musi¬ 
cians from Bridgend coun¬ 
ty borough youth music are 
taking to the stage at the 
Grand Pavilion, Porthcawl, 
this weekend - for the sec¬ 
ond of two summer term 
concerts. 

Organised by the council’s 
Children’s Directorate, the 
youngsters will be showcasing 
their talents at the Pavilion at 
4pm on Sunday, May 19, foliow- 


Did you know you 
can read your 
GEM online? 

bridgend- 

today.co.uk 


ing the successful Margam 
Abbey show on Saturday, May 4. 

Audiences will be treated to a 
mix of modern melodies and his¬ 
torical harmonies, ranging from 
High School Musical to ‘Battle 
Hymn of the Republic’. 

Coun Huw David, Bridgend 
County Borough Council’s cabi¬ 
net member for children and 
young people, said: 

“These concerts always strike 
a chord with the young musi¬ 
cians’ parents and carers, as they 
can enjoy seeing how their musi¬ 
cianship has developed through¬ 
out the term. 

“Learning how to play a musi¬ 
cal instrument can enhance 
young people’s development, 
which is why the council is com¬ 
mitted to continuing to provide 
young people with the opportuni¬ 
ty to learn how to play.” 


ON May 7, town councillors 
from Llantwit Major visited 
the Senedd, Cardiff Bay, to 
present a representative of 
Health Minister Mark 
Drakeford AM, with a signed 
petition from over 3,000 resi¬ 
dents of Llantwit Major and 
the surrounding area. 

The petition objected to any 
proposals by the Cardiff and 
Vale UHB to downgrade or with¬ 
draw specialist services, namely 
accident and emergency, obstet¬ 
rics-paediatrics and neonatal 
care at the Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend. 

The next stage of public con¬ 
sultation is due to take place at 
the end of May or early June 
and the town council says it 
strongly supports this and urges 
residents to attend their nearest 
meeting and make their views 
known. 

It is hoped that a meeting will 
take place in Llantwit Major and 
as soon as a date and venue is 
confirmed, posters will be dis¬ 
played around the town. 
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New and existing customers - ring for 
Free installation of Sky Dish and Sky Box. 
Cat V extensions HD over Cat V 
Digital aerials supplied and installed 


Sky repairs, adjustments 
and installations. 

J' Co«**«KVC A CofVrTMOJJM 
• U«p« 
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the latest FREE Sky offers 
, Free standard installation, 
systems installed, 
at competitive prices. 


Is your ariel installer 
Confederation of Aerial Installers 
Certified? Police Checked? 
Using Industry Benchmark Aerials, 
Cables and Accessories? 


CALL 

PAUL WILLIAMS 


Vale of Glamorgan] 
Bridgend 


01446 439 306 
01656 349 281 




www.onevisionltd.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECiAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 
Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 



TELE-ELECTRICAL 

SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 
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VALE BLINDS 

(Wales) Ltd 


SALE NQW ON 


• Vertical Blinds • Roller Blinds 

• Venetian Blinds • Roman Blinds 

• Velux Blinds • Curtain 
Rails/Poles 

• Repairs & Servicing Undertaken 

• Perfect Fit Blinds • Intu Blinds 


Tel: (01446) 
710304 / 07792 733443 




ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331160 or 
Barry 01446 743267 



BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PR OBLEMS 

PROPERTY 

MAINTENANCE ^ 

01446 420784 • 07970 642537 




^BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings ^ Blinds 


o 

01446 774484 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 


Glamorgan 

Property 

Maintenance 

General Property 
Maintenance & 
Building Work 

do it air 

01446 711023 
or 07950 004049 

info @ gpmaintenance.co.uk 


DAISY • 

DECORATING 

Interior Painter 
& Decorator 

call Joy 07754 809090 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • vvww.sfarline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUBNE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 





TOM 

EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


STADRE 

DECORATING & 
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 


» Painting & Decorating 
» Kitchen/Bathroom 
Installations 
» Electric 
» Plumbing 

» Handyman Services 


grussell@live.co.uk 

07791 752532 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

m 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

' Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 







If its wood 


Kitchens •Flooring •Stairs 
Tiling •Maintenance •Patios 
Call Peter 07749 617322 


All aspects of carpentry work 


Professional, Friendly, Caring Service I 


' Kitchen Refurbishments • Fencing • Flooring 
' Bespoke Wardrobes • Decking • Doors 
Contact Rhys on 01446 790384 / 07803 696451 


www.rgriffithscarpentryservices.com 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 622388 
or 07920 195775 



Interior & Exterior Work Undertaken 


Clean, Tidy & Reliable 
• Insurance Work Undertaken 


^ domestic and 

• uPVC Soffits, Fasdas & Guttering 

01446 771137 & Quotations 

Cowbridge • Mobile: 07973 628842 

e-mail: jdrummondl37@gmaiLcom 



* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
*iyeatment Plants * 

Floyds is a well 
established service 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 
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STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VflLE CARPETS 

corner to^ (f(lcc 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


QQGTOll@(iQi :> 

Stables • Field Shelters • Kennels 
Home Offices • Log Cabins 



Ashdown 


Timber Framing « Potting Sheds 
Garages • Show Jumps • Hay Stores 

Tel: 01446 772800 or Mob: 07815 304 156 

^w™™^aslidown-groiipxoii^^jiiaiHiifo@ash^^ 
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TvkiilMiiM: 0I446 4I942H 
or 07765 611753 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers isssoi 


7 year 
warranty on 
Worcester 
Boilers 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium WINDOW AND Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


wiiuiow Tee UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 



Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Garden & Landscaping Services 

(IP ■ Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Block Paved & Resinbond Driveways • 

• Patios • Fencing • Decking • 

• Walling • Water Features/Ponds • Turfing • 
ww w trardenandlandscatjcsci viceg-r« ■ uk 

Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 



Gas 
Services 


Combination Boiler 
& LPG Specialist 


Connpetitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


K&A Services Ltd 


“A family ran business” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small, Jnst ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


BOTTLED 

GAS 




MG ^ 

WINDOWS J! 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

^ Call Martyn on: 

y ! 01446 796795 

or 07712 631772 
rnartyn.georg^S^ hotmail.co.uk 




All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows ^ p. 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels Rrirfoctfvl HTl 
& Stains 

•Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

M n uu o I ADVICE 

• New Rubber Seals and INSURANCE 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 



S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

« Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230 ^ 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verion Ind. Estate, Barry 


P EDWARDS 


r’l 1 ifMm H. 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014^44l 790127 07710 005320 


'j3[|©©QGP0©a[l 


Cowbridse & Vale Electrical 

^ RJ.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights. Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446 771655 
07885 347642 




Approved Contractor 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

gsasBB 01446 796905 

858514 

Approved Contractor rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—j Past 'Polite • Professional 


I Domestic 


_ Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmreffell@hotmail.co.uk 




Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 


-I 


OOmESTIC I I I 
INSTBllER 


ELECTRICIAN 

All electrical work undertaken 
Testing & Inspection 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressnre 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 


f—TTTTTITTI ngikrttoi 

Ian types of 


Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 


Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 


All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 


07891 965150 
01446 403072 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, Fencing, 
Patios, Turfing 
Gutters & Facias Cleaned 
Power Washing 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


The t^Yi 


• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 

Call Paul on 01446 
736525 or 07815 319427 

WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job ^ 
too small 
07526 125982^ 
or 01446 753503 



JOHN 
SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
> & Tiling 


01446 

794266 




All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Com petitive& Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


Bridce 

Vale 

Tree Serirces 

Specialists in 
Large/Dangerous Trees 

FELLING, PRUNING, CROWN 
REDUCTION, THINNING OUT 
AND TOTAL DISMANTLING 


fflGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED 
SITE CLEARANCE 
- FREE QUOTES - 

Tel: 01446 713857 
or 07921 902729 


Dave The Gas 

All heating and plumbing 
work undertaken, free 
estimates, no job too small 

Tel: 07779 
598844 
or 01446 
421006 215639 


lTAyWA8M"“™‘ 


lERVKEI 


All Plumbing, Heating & Gas Services 


Central Heating Installation, 
Servicing and Maintenance 


Servicing <6 landlord certified boiler changes <6 upgrades 
302 Boilers installed from £1,350 

Central Heating Cover from £13 per month 
<dlPW 24 hour Emergency Repair Service 

Freephone 0800 0582461 • Mob. 07794 335053 

www.staywarmheating.co.uk 



GAM Plumbing & Heating 

— 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

^ Combination Boiler Specialist 
Annual Boiler Service only £40 ^ 

For aU your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation ' 
Tiling • Electrical 
07876 506982 ■ '*5 

01446 740176 53440 




Driving School Ltd 

• Lessons from £10.99 • Instructor training 

• Learn from 14 years of age 

• One week crash courses including test 

• Automatic Vehicles now available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


'DC Phimhinfi 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

XT 

• 0U44 411671 


Go Direct 
School or 


Quality Driving Lessons 
High Pass Rates 
Reasonable Prices 
All areas covered 

01446 719769 
07595 302700 


Use the GEM to 
promote your business. 
Reach 43,000 readers 
and be seen on the web. 

TheGEM 
01446 774484 
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GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 




01446 404838 

Silvey Roofing 

• New Roofs/Repairs 
• UPVC Guttering & Fascias 
All new roofs covered by a 10 year 
insurance backed guarantee 
FREE ESTIMATES 
www.silveyroofing.co.uk 




DH Solutions - Vehicle Traders 

Scrap or not we buy the lot CASH 


minimum - Any vehicle with at 
least 3 months MoT in good working order 


We buy all cars, vans, lorries and plant. 


i«f«1 minimum any vehicle 
up to £50,000 cash paid 


Free collection for all vehicles at a time to best suit you. 


minimum any vehicle 
pre 1993 L Registration 


All vehicles quotes are on a complete vehicle basis with 
all the factory components. All unsaveable vehicles 
disposed of in a correct and legal manner. 

No wheels, no problem 

www.scrapmetalvehicletrader.co.uk 

07785 943145 or 01446 728137 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


SBS SALVAGE Ltd 

BEST PRICES PfilD 

FOR aNWRNTED SCRfiP 

£1 to £100,000 

Cars, Vans, Heavy Iron, Engines, 
Copper, Brass, Lead, Aluminium, etc — 

All vehicles are disposed of In a correct and legal manner. 

07772 054534 or 01446 421034 


SCRAPYOUR CAR LEGALLY! 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


' ‘®a(il[£)aDi 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 





Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instaUation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 


VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any; Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UPTOE20,000'K/ 

We will beat any price local ly[2S!!52 lor: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 

We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


Major Metals Recycling 

Why 

W trash it? 
Cash it! 

Top prices for.. 

Computers 
Electricals 
Non-Ferrous Metals 


Any queries call 

07972 510 158 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 




INSTAL^n 

SKIP HIRE LTD^^^r ^ 
Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders 
Skips 

Delivered 
& Collected 

Possibly the Cheapest 
Skips in the Vale 

Tipper Hire 
& Digger Hire 
Availabie 



Call us today on 

01446701707 

(24 Hours) 


^ Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 


[ia®Q®Gr*© [F®cp Sal© 




Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, 
Barry CF63 3RF 

Tel. 01446 421072 

Email install$kiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


Vauxhall Corsa 

2004 Design Auto 

Silver, top of range, air con, 
CD, elec, windows, 82k. 10 
months MOT, taxed, looked 
after by lady owner. No 
accidents. New, much 
reduced price of £1,600. 
01446 773742 or 
07331 372714 

1995 

BMW 3181 

Compact 

Taxed and MOTd, 
for sale due to 
bereavement. 

£700 ono 
01446 742669 

2007 Caravan 

Abbey GTS 

517 Motor Mover 

Full awning, many extras, 
excellent condition. Owned 
since new. 

£8,600 ono 
01446 790136 or 
07799 698975 

2003 4-Dr 

VW Golf 1.6 

35,000 miles, 1 owner, 
FSH, Met. Silver. 
Superb condition. 

£2,650 ono 
01446 774568 or 
07986 520486 

XReg 

Ford Fiesta 
1.2 5-Dr 

Green, MOT June 
2013, tax July 2013. 
Good condition. 

£650 ono 

Tel: 01446 406208 

4 Berth Caravan 
Bailey Ranger 
510/4 - 2006 

CRIS registered, 
usual extras, end 
washroom. 

£5,995 ono 
07742 119184 

Buying a new Car? 

Advertise your old one with us 

^ -m » Telephone Gareth 

^ 01446 774484 

or E-Mail 

gein$ale$@tin(llenews.co.uk 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 
Planning (Listed Buildings and 
Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 
Town and Country Planning 
(Development Management Procedure) 
(Wales) Order 2012 

Development that may affect a Conservation Area/ 

Datblygu a alia! effeithio ar Ardal Gadwraeth 


Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00395/FUL 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Attic bathroom extension 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Conservation Area: 

Flat 5, 25, Victoria Square, Penarth 

/Ardal Gadwraeth 

Penarth 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00420/RG3 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Development of the land for a temporary car park and 
temporary events area following the demolition of 
concrete foundation structures on the site and their 
use as base material for the proposed car park 

Location:/Lleoliad: 

Conservation Area:/ 

Former Holiday Camp Land, Nells Point, Barry Island, 
Barry 

Ardal Gadwraeth 

Barry (Marine) 

Listed Buildina Consent/ 

Caniatad Adeilad Rhestredia 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00409/LBC 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

Conversion of existing barn building within the cur¬ 
tilage of a listed building to residential use; provision 
of new access driveway; and removal of one modern 
barn. 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

Ty Fry Farm, Llandow, Cowbridge 

Adeilad Rhestredig 

Grade II 

Application No:/ 

Rhif y cais: 

2013/00415/LBC 

Proposal:/Cynnig: 

3x non illuminated letters; 2x externally illuminated 
projector signs; 2x externally non illuminated name 
plates; 2x internally non illuminated applied vinyls; lx 
externally non illuminated applied vinyl 

Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 

Lloyds TSB Bank Pic, 1, Windsor Road, Penarth 

Adeilad Rhestredig 

Grade II 


Affecting setting of a Listed Building/ 

Cals fau) sy'n effeithio ar leoliad Adeilad Rhestredig 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cals: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 
Listed Building:/ 
Adeilad Rhestredig 


2013/00414/ADV 

3x non illuminated letters; 2x externally illuminated 
projecting sign; 2x externally non illuminated name 
plates; 2x internally non illuminated applied vinyls; lx 
externally non illuminated applied vinyl 
Lloyds TSB Bank Pic, 1, Windsor Road, Penarth 

Affecting Lloyds TSB Bank, 1, Windsor Road, 
Penarth. Grade II 


A pplication(s) of General Interest/ 

Ceisiadau o Ddiddordeb Cyffredinol 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cals: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cals: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


2013/00378/FUL 

Construction of 115 dwellings, informal open space, 
new means of vehicular and pedestrian access from 
Cowbridge Road and associated infrastructure 
Land at Plasnewydd Farm, Cowbridge Road, Llantwit 
Major 


2013/00420/RG3 

Development of the land for a temporary car park and 
temporary events area following the demolition of 
concrete foundation structures on the site and their 
use as base material for the proposed car park 
Former Holiday Camp Land, Nells Point, Barry Island, 
Barry 

May affect a Public Right of Way/ 

Gall effeithio ar HawITramwy Cyhoeddus 

Application No:/ 

2013/00378/FUL 

Construction of 115 dwellings, informal open space, 
new means of vehicular and pedestrian access from 
Cowbridge Road and associated infrastructure 
Land at Plasnewydd Farm, Cowbridge Road, Llantwit 
Major 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


Rhif y cals: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


Departure from Development Plan/ 

Gwyro o'r Cynllun Datblygu 


Application No:/ 
Rhif y cals: 
Proposah/Cynnig: 


Location:/Lleoliad: 


2013/00378/FUL 

Construction of 115 dwellings, informal open space, 
new means of vehicular and pedestrian access from 
Cowbridge Road and associated infrastructure 
Land at Plasnewydd Farm, Cowbridge Road, Llantwit 
Major 

Details may be inspected for 21 days at the address given below, 

or via http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Gall manylion eu harchwilio am 21 diwrnod yn y cyfeiriad a roddir 
isod, neu drwy http://vogonline.planning-register.co.uk/ 

Dated / Dyddiedig: 16 May, 2013 
M. Goldsworthy 

Operational Manager Development & Building Controi, 

Vaie of Giamorgan Councii, Dock Office, Barry. CF63 4RT 
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Congratulations - 

~w and Bcv ( 

on the birth of your beautiful 


5^ 

l^ghter'"'-'^^ 


ABIGAIL ELAINA 
MAKER 


on 3 MAY 2013 

A lovely baby sister for Jayden 

Lots of Love, Mum ® Dad Maker and 
Mum “3? Dad Gifford and all the family xxx 


■c rSmOls? Kliaateiaa 


WRIGHT 

David. Alan 

Peacefully on May 12th, David will be sadly 
missed by all family and friends. 

Funeral service at Holy Cross Church, Cowbridge on 
Monday, May 20th at 10.30am, followed by 
private cremation. 

No flowers by request, donations, if desired, to 
MacMillan Cancer Support, 89 Albert Embankment, 
London, SEl 7UQ. 




INGLE 

Richard Terence (Pat) 

Peacefully in Milsom House Care Home, St Athan 
on 12th May 2013 aged 77 years. Loving husband 
to the late Joan, father of Susan and Stephen, also 
grandfather and great grandfather. Will be 
greatly missed by all who knew him. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until the service in St Athan Church, St 
Athan on Wednesday, 29th May 2013 at 1pm, followed 
by interment at St Athan Cemetery. Family flowers only, 
donations for Bridgend Parkinson Clinic (cheques made 
payable to ABMU Health Board East), may be sent to 
the Funeral Home. 


I® TOBEV I 

Gillian (Nee Hopkins) 

Sadly, Gillian peacefully passed away on Friday, 
10th May. Eldest daughter of Valerie and Jack 
Hopkins, loving partner to Roy. Darling sister of 
John, Anthony, Yvonne, Pauline, Ann and Denise. 
An adored faithful friend to her dog Pepper. 
“Till we meet again, our deepest love, Roy xxx” 

AH enquiries to Lyndsay Elli s @ The Vale Funeral Service 
01446 407962. 


E 

Ian Rees 

21st July 1976 - 
18th May 2010 

Daily thoughts 
that never fade. 
One of the silent 
minority gifting 
sight and life 
to others. 

Primus inter pares 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years experience. 
Sympathetic handhng 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446 409266 
07885 251742 





All adverts are accepted subject 
to our standard terms and 
conditions which are printed 
on our website, and are 
available on request. 

www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 
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Lets Move In .co .uk 


Lettings and Property Management 


t riQ^itrTyY.T! 


Property urgently needed 
for waiting clients 


WE GUARANTEE TO RENT 
YOUR PROPERTY QUICKLY 


For further details, contact: 

07594 060337 


Email: philip@letsmovein.co.uk 
www.letsmovein.co.uk 



Three 


^Bedroom House ^ 

Central Barry 

£600 pem & Bond 
Tel: 07954133021 
or 01446 748333 


[k®sQ Si 

r^(9mrn(«] 


FOUND 

Door Key 

Thursday May 9, 
on corner of Canon 
Street, St Nicholas 
Road, Barry. 

Tel: 01446 401543 


IheSBH 

Reaching the 
people from 
Penarthto 
Porthcawl 


Call 01446 
774484 



GOODS VEHICLE 
OPERATOR’S 
LICENCE 

R&T Fabrications 
of Unit 20, Vale 
Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge 
CF717PF 

is applying for a 
licence to use 

Unit 20, Vale 
Business Park, 
Llandow, Cowbridge 
CF717PF 

as an operating centre 
for 1 goods vehicle. 
Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centte 
who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 

representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days of 
this notice. Representors 
must at the same time send 
a copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. 

A Guide to Making 
Representations is 

available from the Traffic 
Commissioners Office. 


NOTICE OF CO-OPTION 
Section 116 Local Government 
(Wales) Measure 2011 
COWBRIDGE (ANCIENT 
BOROUGH) WITH 
LLANBLETHIAN 
TOWN COUNCIL 

COWBRIDGE WARD 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that ONE Vacancy 
has occurred in the office of Councillor for the 
above mentioned Ward, and the Town Council 
intends to co-opt. 

Expressions of interest are being sought from 
members of the public who meet the following 
qualifications and are interested in representing 
their community on the aforementioned Town 
Council. You must be a British, Commonwealth, 
Irish or a European Union citizen and be 18 years 
of age or over; and meet at least one of the 
following criteria:* 

• registered as a local government elector for 
the area named above; or 

• during the whole of the last 12 months 
occupied as owner or tenant land or other 
premises in the community named above; or 

• your principal or only place of work during 
the last 12 months has been in the 
community named above; or 

• you have during the whole of the last 12 
months resided in the Community or within 
4.8 kilometres of it. 

*Certain people are disqualified from standing, 
and these include paid officers of the town 
council, anyone subject to bankruptcy restriction 
orders and those subject to recent sentences of 
imprisonment. It is the responsibility of the 
candidates to ensure that they are qualified to 
stand. 

Signed Andrew Davies, Town Clerk 
Dated this 16th May 2013. 

If you wish to be considered for co-option for the 
vacant seat or want more information regarding 
the rote of a Town Councittor ptease contact the 
Town Cierk at The Town Hatt, 21 High Street, 
Cowbridge, CF71 7AD by Friday 7th June 2013. 


NICHOLAS/BAKER 

Would the next of kin of(l) Penelope Anne Baker 
(nee Clutterham) and/or of (2) Ronald Nicholas, 
married in Bridgend c. 1961, please contact Maria 
Cosslett of Loosemores Solicitors, Alliance House, 
18/19 High Street, Cardiff CFIO IPT, 
tel: 02920 224433, failing which steps may he taken 
to administer the Estate of Mr Nicholas. 


barry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
porthcawl-today.co. u k 
bridgend-today.co.uk 





Congratulations 

Sarah Rzepka 
and 

^ Rhys Thomas 

on your Wedding on 
18th May 2013 at St Athan Church 

Good Luck and Best Wishes for your 
Future Life Together 
Lots of Love Mum, Dad, Gaynor, 

Gary, Charlotte, Dylan & Cai xxx 
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ADVERTISE HERE £12 

inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. 
To take advantage of this 
offer simply either send in 
your description along with 
a cheque for the 
appropriate amount made 
payable to The Glamorgan 
GEM’ at The GEM, Graig 
House, 53 Eastgate, 
Cowbridge CF71 7EL or 
telephone us with your 
wording by 12 noon 
Tuesday. All major credit 
cards accepted. Tel 01446 
774484. Advert must 
contain a residential land 
line telephone number. You 
may alter your advert as 
items are sold. Sorry no 
refunds are given. 


Leaf Blower & 
Vacuum 

Florabest FLB2500AI 
New, £30. 

Microscope XSP13A, 
8 magnification, 
ranging from 50x- 
1250x, as new £50. 

Tel 01446 720542 ^ 


Cowbridge 
Country Pine 

6 chairs inc. 

2 carvers £150. 
Sideboard £70. 
Dyson DC24 £100. 
Large Dog Crate £50. 
Tel: 01446 781046^^ 


Dreams Tempur 
‘Revelation’ 

Single mattress and 
Tempur traditional 
pillow. Brand new, still 
in original packaging. 

Bargain £300.00 

Tel 01446 794269 


Ex-Large Two 
Seater Sofa 

£130. 

Black leather two 
seater sofa £60. 
Tel 01446 622210 


Chesterfield 

Extra large 2 seater 
sofa. Dark brocade 
fabric, matching feather 
cushions. 

Good clean condition. 

£180 

Tel 01446 622210 

(after 6pm) 


Tender Sleep 

Hand crafted single 
bed with thick 
mattress, storage and 
headboard £80. 
Quality 2 seater black 
leather sofa £80. 
Tel 01446 622210 
(after 6pm) 


Bebecar 
Racer Buggy 

Complete system, 
suitable from birth to 
toddler. £60. 
Many, many extras. 

Tel 01446 773579 

Mercedes 
Roof Bars 

For C Class Saloon 
2008 Model onwards. 
Cost new over £200, 
Bargain at £60. 

Tel 01446 404434 

Bradcote 
Winter Awning 

Size 900cms £125. 
Pop-up awning to 
fit caravanette £80. 
Tel 01656 768442 


Fiamma Awning 
for Caravan/ 
Caravanette 

4 metres long, 
brand new £80. 

Tel 07804 955081 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 

• Trade • Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation • Births etc 

Use Tiie fiUYl 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Cadoxton bowlers defeated in Munro Cup 


CADOXTON V Rhoose - Munro Cup: 

J Stacey, S Clarke, MMathews, D Kuhnell 9-27 
D Mutlow, G Williams, C Colling, S Booker; P 
Swannick, L Davies, J Davies, G Brown 13 - 14 D 
Ahearn, M Grosvenor, N Parry, R George; G 
Solomon, D Hammond, I Robertson, H Craven 18 - 
17 J Crane, T Ingroville, A Hayes, M Aplin; P Ellis, 
D Fanning, D Brook, K Chedgzoy 14 - 16 I 
Williamson, K Garrison, E Sparkes, D Ahearn. Final 
score: 54 - 74. 

Cadoxton travelled to Rhoose for this Munro Cup 
match. The score across the board after 14 ends was 
tied, but the final outcome was a 20 shot loss for the 
away side. 


Karting 
championship 
set to kick off 


THE opening round 
of the 2013 
Glamorgan Karting 
Championship 
takes place on 
Friday, June 21, at 
the South Wales 
Karting Centre in 
Llandow. 

The championship 
offers everyone aged 16 
or over the opportunity to 
race identical go-karts 
against other competitors 
in organised and afford¬ 
able motorsport events. 

It is the perfect chance 
for students or people 
with little or no experi¬ 
ence in motor racing to 
take part and see how fast 
they can go. 

Aimed at everyone in 
the south Wales area, the 
Glamorgan Karting 
Championship will be 
visiting the Skidz 


Karting track in Swansea 
and the South Wales 
Karting Centre in 
Llandow throughout the 
season in order for com¬ 
petitors to test their skills 
on both the best indoor 
and outdoor circuits in 
the Country. 

Drivers will be com¬ 
peting in either the ‘light¬ 
weight’ or ‘heavyweight’ 
divisions and can also 
take part in the ‘fastest 
lap challenge’ if they are 
unable to commit to the 
full season. 

Spaces for each event 
are limited so competi¬ 
tors are asked to register 
their details on our web¬ 
site and place a deposit 
no later than two weeks 
prior to the event. 

For more details, 
please visit www.glamor- 
gankarting. co. uk. 

RB 


On the rink skipped by Ivor Robinson, another 
new bowler, Jim Ferguson, was making his debut. 
They did well to take a 12 - 4 advantage, after 10 
ends. However a ‘3’ followed by a ‘4’ on the penul¬ 
timate end gave the host club a one shot advantage. 
Ivor Robertson made a single with the last bowl of 
the match to produce a draw. 

Kelvin Chedgzoy’s rink seemed to be mastering 
the all weather green conditions, by taking an 8 - 0 
lead. This advantage dwindled away and by the 13th 
end they were 14-8 behind. A ‘6’ on the next lev¬ 
elled the score, but a devastating finish two ‘3’s and 
a ‘6’ against settled the outcome. 

Don Kuhnell struggled on his rink, for the first six 
ends, to trail 10-1. A good recovery during the 
remaining 12 ends brought nine successes and made 
the score much more presentable, but failed narrow¬ 
ly to catch up. 

Howard Craven had a reasonable start on his rink, 
with just a two shot deficit after 6 ends. A ‘5’ on the 
next gave Rhoose a boost. By the 14th end Cadoxton 
had brought the scores were level, but the three last 
ends were lost. 

CADOXTON V DINAS POWYS - 
CARRUTHERS 

G Powell, L Adams, D Brook, K Chedgzoy 8-40 


Good start for 
Rhoose bowlers 


RHOOSE Bowling 
Club have had quite 
a successful start to 
their season. 

One of the first match¬ 
es was a mixed friendly 
with Phoenix Bowlers. 
Rhoose won on four of 
the five rinks securing a 
clear overall win. 

The ladies’ team’s first 
fixture was an afternoon 
league match against 
Cadoxton Ladies. 

Cadoxton found it diffi¬ 
cult to come to terms 
with the Rhoose artificial 
surface. 


However they won on 
Lyn Spencer's rink while 
Rhoose won on the other 
two rinks, so winning the 
match by 56 shots to 42. 

For their first double 
rink match Rhoose 
Ladies travelled to 
Millwood Bowls Club. 
They lost on one rink by 
9 shots to 17 but won on 
the second rink by 17 
shots to 15. 

The men's team also 
entertained Cadoxton in 
their first home Munro 
Cup match. They again 
secured a clear win. 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE 

A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years. 

You can’t get 
better than a Barry 
tyre fitter! 



CAR SERVICING 

L- . from only 

ke ^^1 f 49.9 5 

B ■ Main dealer servicing, 

■ ^ but not at main deaier prices. 

'1 vm “"“'"iS'rtTuS'd”"''" 

i)|H * ^ Top grade oils used. 

I Service records 

I fully stamped. 

Please phone for a quote for your vehicle 
from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 

vi, LOWER GUTHRIE HOLTON ROAD, 

STREET, BARRY CF634PS T BARRY CF634HU 

01446 737447 01446 745888 


wm.l)arrytyreautocentre.co.uk 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Saturday 8.30am -1.00pm 


B Grijfiths, C Ackland, A Harvey, A Meddins; J 
Stacey, M Mathews, G Brown, D Kuhnell 10 - 31 D 
James, C Parsons, H Meddins, G Grijfiths; D Evans, 
L Davies, C Cowling, J Davies 10-23 G Parr, L 
Cullen, M Edwards, R Janes; G Solomon, W 
Vaughan, W Eadie, H Craven 8 - 33 D Parker, A 
Desrosier, D Vowles, C Todd. Final score 36 - 127. 

Cadoxton visited Dinas Powis for a Carruthers 
match and came up against a strong side and were 
well and truly defeated. 

The rink skipped by Jim Davies took a 4-3 lead 
from the first four ends. However only one shot was 
scored during the next eight ends, to trail by 10 
shots. The next five ends produced five singles to 
reduce the deficit, but the final four were lost. 

Don Kuhnell’s rink also had early success and 
lead after eight ends. A close match seemed to be on 
the cards, but a fluke gave the opposition a ‘4’ and 
this started a winning run for them over the remain¬ 
der of the game with just a ‘2’ breaking the run on 
the penultimate end. 

Kelvin Chedgzoy only managed to score on six 
ends, during the game. The opposing rink skipped by 
Alex Meddins, scored heavily and regularly, for their 
comprehensive win 

There was no let up for Howard Craven’s four 
who only managed five winning ends against Clive 
Todd. 

CADOXTON ‘A’ V LLANTWIT 
MAJOR ‘A’ - SVL 

S Clements, D Hammond, A Turner, G Davies 21 
8 D Post, N Jocham, D Johns, E Sparks; E 
Heppenstall, A Prince, D Fanning, R Harding 13 - 


20 C Williams, P Brown, K Williams, R Gray; I 
Heppenstall, T Bishop, R Cole, I Robertson 22 - 21 
M Harmon, A Nixon, A Harves, G Merchat; G 
Western, B Knight, M Curtis, S Clarke 4 - 17 R 
Williams, P Twomey, R George. Final score 70 - 66. 

Cadoxton ‘A had Llantwit Major ‘A as visitors 
for the final game in the section. Hopefully they are 
running into form for the forthcoming CML match¬ 
es, as they produced a win, and collected 10 points, 
in this game. 

Gordon Davies skipped the most productive rink 
with an comprehensive win, with success on 14 of 
the 21 ends played. 

Ivor Robertson also skipped a winning rink, 
although this success was gained on the final end 
with two shots to win by one. They were stuck on 7 
shots for five ends but reversed this when they held 
the opposition on 17 by the same number of ends. 

Roy Harding struggled to get into the game in the 
early stages, with his rink trailing 10-1. Steadily the 
deficit was decreased, but a ‘4’ against on the penul¬ 
timate end took away the chance of a win. 

Steve Clarke’s rink started well with a 5-0 advan¬ 
tage, but a ‘4’ against on the next, brought the oppo¬ 
nents, playing as a triple, back into the game. 
Another set back of two ‘3’s later in the game 
opened a gap. A run of singles could not recover the 
lead. 

DK 


END OF SEASON BLUES 
FOR COWBRIDGE RFC 


On May 1, 
Cowbridge took on 
Llantwit Major in 
the return fixture; it 
was an enjoyable 
game with Llantwit 
winning by 17-32. 

The half time score 
was 10-14 with two con¬ 
verted tries to Llantwit to 
a try under the posts 
from powerful No 8 
Ryan Hall and a Carwyn 
Morgan penalty. 

Llantwit scored early 
in the second half 
through their impressive 
inside centre. At the mid¬ 
point an excellent try 
came, crafted by a chip 
over the defence from 
outside half Carwyn 
Morgan which he re¬ 
gathered and then onto 
centre Elia Pellegrotti. 

Co-centre Huw 
Llewellyn supporting at 
speed crossed the line for 
a try which Morgan con¬ 
verted. Llantwit kicked 
two penalties to stretch 
their lead, and finished 
with a try to make the 
final score 17-32. 

There had been great 
defence and some out¬ 
standing work in the line 
out by second row Matt 
Wright and a couple of 
bullocking runs by hook¬ 
er Rhys Price. 

On May 6 in glorious 
sunshine the club joined 
in the May Fair celebra¬ 
tions on the Bear Field. 
The club provided a bar 
and many thanks to those 
who helped set it up and 
serve. 

The Brian Moore 
mouth challenge proved 
a hit with the helpers and 
competitors enjoying the 
challenge in equal meas¬ 
ure. Many thanks to all 
those that helped. 

In the senior group 
there was a throw off 
between Luke Adams 
and Kev Logsdon with 
Luke taking the prize. 
The intermediate winner 
was Tom Farrington and 
junior winner was Arthur 
Jones. Well done to each 
of them. 

On May 8 Cowbridge 
played their last match of 
the season and a last run 
out for great club servant 


Dai Breed. It was a pity 
that the result went 
against Cowbridge with 
Pontycymmer winning 
by 12-38. 

At the midpoint of the 
half, first wing Will 
Williams and then scrum 
half Sam Stephens went 
close to scoring. After 
soaking up pressure a 
quick drop out by outside 
half Carwyn Morgan 
went to right wing Will 
Williams and he ran in 
from 65 metres, beating 
the full back to score. 

Pontycymmer levelled 
the score and then went 
ahead just before half¬ 
time with two tries; huge 


defensive efforts had 
kept Cowbridge in the 
game. 

In the second half 
Pontycymmer, with their 
No 9 pulling the strings, 
went over for four more 
tries, (at least one from a 
forward pass) but 
Cowbridge scored an 
excellent try themselves. 

Started by wing Rob 
Langdon, the ball moved 
left to Richie Howson 
who sped down the wing 
and then cut inside the 
defence to score a try that 
Morgan converted. 

Cowbridge left two 
tries out on the pitch but 
Pontycymmer were wor¬ 


thy winners. There was 
great work from the back 
row of Hall, Walker and 
Luke Boys. 

The last word must go 
to Dai Breed who as 
usual gave his all. Many 
thanks, Dai, for your 
commitment over the 
three decades that you 
have captained, played 
for and organised the first 
team. 

This Friday the annual 
club dinner will take 
place at the club house; 
guest of honour is Scrum 
V celebrity Rick O’Shea, 
so it should be an enter¬ 
taining evening. 

RV/RK 



NEWS IN BRIEF 

Golf tournament 

THE fourth annual golf tournament in support of 
Armed Forces Day will be held on June 25 at 
Cottrell Park Golf Club, St Nicholas, Cardiff, CF5 
5SJ. 

It is open to past and present members of the 
Armed Forces. Local golf clubs and individual play¬ 
ers are also asked to enter individual and team 
Stableford competitions. 

Application forms can be downloaded from 
www.armedforcesdaywales.co.uk, or telephone 
01446 772043. 


EVERY year Dinas 
Powis Tennis Club 
holds a ladies tour¬ 
nament in memory 
of Ruth Tamlyn. 

This year's tourna¬ 
ment was held on 
Monday, May 13 and 28 
ladies took part, which 
was a good number con¬ 
sidering the poor condi¬ 
tions. 


All proceeds go towards Armed Forces Day in 
Cardiff on June 20. 

Bowls Club 

LLANTWIT Major bowls club open evening is on 
May 27 from 6pm. Find out more about the club 
and the game; all ages welcome (11 years upward), 
ladies and gents. Contact Mike Adams, on 01446 
793987, for details. 


The winners were 
Darcy Ramsden and 
Freda Emery (pictured 
above) and they were 
presented with the silver 
salvers by the past presi¬ 
dent Mrs Jean Williams. 

NW 
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0%APR 

FINANCE 


TOYOTA 


ALLUAVSA 

BETTCRU/AV 


1 

YEAR'S 

FREE 

INSURANCE' 
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?ve«*s4«¥ltuO(«o««*y^than I Wit (W#»i»lh^l9ll) lati* w a<!tB««n none Wan I WMrf*9lBfttocB#<»4ctlQn r^nna^ 

•«« JDiiS f • ttwtiO * IWk* «i( tw Irv Wt H ^ itc^^ Mltlvoug^ AutwtiftU. S w^/lOOlW fvlt MDiPV warrjfiy Mawii M ii*«^ ^ umiiWRkS iw^/MCuMC 

ff«n#MM>ariMm«Tn^ni|Kl t»tm» twMItae 

Official Fuel Coniumfition Figures in mpg (l/lOOkm): Yaris Ranker Urban 4L5 (6.E) - 9L1 (1.1)1 E)(tni Urban 62^ (4.S>- 80.7 (3.S), Combined S23 (5.4) - 
BO.7 (3 l 5). C02 Emissions lilg/km < 799 /bm. AVGO Range: Urt>M 52.1 (5.4)- 55.4 (5.1). Extra Urban 70.6 (4j0) - 74.1 (1.8X Combined 62.7 (4.5)- 65.7 
(4 J)l CO 2 Emisskins 1049 /lm - Wg/km. 
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THE JAGUAR XI PUTS THE 

With Iim 

GREAT BACK IN BRITAIN 


T here is justice in the world. This 
point is emphasised by the Jaguar 
XJ - but not in the way that you 
might first imagine! 

Consider that drivers of this iconic luxury 
saloon are more often than not going to be under¬ 
paid chauffeurs, and that passengers will typically 
be wealthy businessmen and politicians. 

The fact that the electrically adjustable and heat¬ 
ed front seats are equipped with a 10-minute mas¬ 
sage function, which really does get to all the nec¬ 
essary areas, makes the driver and front passen¬ 
ger’s journey a thoroughly pleasurable experience. 

This luxury is reserved just for the front occu¬ 
pants and not the stressed PM in the back. What a 
dreadful pity when he has had such a tough day 
introducing policies such as allowing homeowners 
to add sizeable extensions without requiring plan¬ 
ning permission - fuelling neighbour disputes. 

While he unwinds, and no doubt curses journal¬ 
ists for missing the point about boosting work for 
builders, he considers his position in the shadow of 
the late Margaret Thatcher, whose funeral was 
attended by representatives from 170 countries 
headed by the Queen. 

He becomes increasingly irate about a certain 
Mr Farage and his UK Independence Party. 

The chauffeur nods in sympathy, all the while 
enjoying the drive to Wales where the PM is set to 
tell the Welsh Assembly to modernise its public 
services... 

It’s not all bad in the rear, though, because these 
seats are heated and electrically adjustable. It’s 
even possible for the rear occupants to move the 
front seats forward, if legroom is too tight. 

There are air conditioning controls, too. 
Television screens fitted in the back of the front 
headrests help passengers forget about their woes 
or indeed keep up to date with the latest news. 

This is reliant on there being reception and sadly 
in the depths of Hampshire and Dorset, where the 
bulk of the test takes place, there is none. 

Back in the front, by far the best part of the XJ, 
there are controls to satisfy every whim. Push a 
button and the steering wheel warms up. The dial 
for the automatic six speed box rises when the 
engine start button is pushed. 



ABOVE: The Jaguar XJ is a far more 
reliable proposition than its progenitor. 

If fast driving is necessary to get to the 
Commons or Chequers, using dynamic mode and 
sports control in conjunction will ensure swift 
progress, on occasions jolting occupants back in 
their seats; useful if they become irritating. 

It’s hard to believe that under the bonnet resides 
a three-litre diesel engine, although there is an 
audible rattle on start-up, quickly forgotten when 
on the move. 

Engine stop/start, which cuts in and out with 
great reliability, is one of the smoothest and quick¬ 
est on the market. This helps the largest Jaguar in 
the range to travel around 500 miles on its 82 litre 
tank. 

The sophisticated cruise control, ideal for motor¬ 
way cruising, automatically keeps this short wheel 
base model a safe distance from the car in front, 
braking and accelerating when necessary. 

Ride is as you would expect, exceptionally com¬ 
fortable. The trouble-free all-aluminium body 
ensures good handling. 

For reversing, there’s a helpful camera that 
appears in the centre console - which is just as 
well, because you won’t see too much out of the 
rear window. 

The media centre in the middle of the dash is 
home to a sat nav, radio, controls for the heat and 


massage functions of the front seats. There’s a tele¬ 
vision, too. 

A massive glass roof stretches the length of the 
vehicle and its covers retract electrically. These 
covers match the rest of the roof, which is lined in 
a dark cosy and welcoming suede, which comple¬ 
ments the black leather and dark wood interior. 

There’s a fair bit of chrome, too and even 
footrests for the rear passengers. It is, however, 
disappointing that a rattle springs to attention from 
the driver’s door as I proceed down a country lane. 

Bearing in mind the length of the XJ, it is per¬ 
haps a little disappointing that there is only a rea¬ 
sonably sized boot, but its lid automatically rises 
and falls, ensuring there are no dirty fingers. “It’s 
a bit Marmite, too,” says a colleague. “You either 
love it or loathe it.” 

Externally, the Jaguar has a striking design but 
for me, it looks too similar to the smaller XF. 
Nevertheless it cuts an imposing and sophisticated 
presence. Since Tata took over, a Jaguar’s head has 
been introduced, which finds itself on the bulky 
key fob. 

This looks out of place to me and the traditional 
leaping Jaguar, which is used liberally throughout, 
should be the only emblem used. 

The original XJ was a tough act to follow in 
terms of style and quality and it was low to the 
ground but its replacement is far more reliable with 
superior build, if not so sporty. 

Overall, though, this is without doubt a remark¬ 
ably distinctive luxury vehicle and one of which 
Great Britain should be proud. 

This statement of class represents huge value for 
money, especially when the next best car is 
arguably the more expensive Rolls Royce, which 
shares many features. 

Jaguar XJ Saloon SWB 3.0d V6 Luxury 4d 
Auto; 2010 onwards. 

New price range: £56,090 - £119,990. 

Facts at a glance: 

Engine: 3-litre V6 diesel; 

0-60mph: 6.2secs; 

Top speed: ISSmph; 

Economy: 40mpg; 

Power: 271bhp; 

Watch the video at: www.testdrives.biz 


The Harriers 
looking good! 


BARRY and Vale 
Harriers recently 
made the long trip 
west along the M4 to 
Carmarthen for their 
meeting in the Louise 
Arthur league with 
the under-15s, under- 
13s and under-lls 
competing; the weath¬ 
er held off all day and 
even the sun came out 
a few times. 

The Vale team had 
record attendances from 
athletes and parents 
which is great to see for 
the first meet of the sea¬ 
son and hopefully a sign 
of things to come. 

The Harriers were 
competing against 
Bridgend AC, Llanelli 
AC, Amman Valley, 
Pontyclun and 
Aberystwyth on the day, 
some tough competetion. 

It was a first meeting 
for many of the under-11 
boys and girls and they 
were very nervous at the 

CROQUET 


start but as they com¬ 
pleted their first race the 
nerves soon vanished. 

Young H Rose was 
was shaking at the start 
of the 75m race but was 
soon bouncing for joy as 
he clocked a very 
impressive debut time. 

With lots of personal 
bests in all events, a few 
stood out; Harry Carter, 
Cole Saunders, Sam 
Williams and Ysobelle 
Williams. 

The under-13 girls 
relay team were very 
impressive and with a 
little better baton 
changes could improve 
their time again while 
the under-11 boys 4 x 
100m relay team, who 
were very inexperienced, 
recorded a great time 
and came first. 

A big thanks to all the 
parents who contributed 
as officials, especially 
Steve Gibbon. LS 

CLUB WIN 


DYFFRYN Croquet Club had a very suc¬ 
cessful opening weekend in the south 
west federation leagues. 

On Saturday, May II, their team of Paul 
Pristavec, Kevin Ham, Sarah Melvin and Peter 
Balchin beat a strong Cheltenham team 5-2 at 
home, despite being 1-2 down at lunch. 

The following day, the intermediate team of Sue 
and Rod Mackay and Janet Salter travelled to the 
Bear of Rodborough in Gloucestershire. The 
Mackays lost their doubles in the morning, but 
Janet evened the score at 1-1 by lunch. 

In the afternoon Sue Mackay was outplayed, but 
husband Rod got his eye in and had a convincing 
win. The decider was extremely close, but Janet 
held her nerve to win by one hoop, giving the 
match to Dyffryn 3-2. SM 
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Diesel Particulate 
Filter Removal 

No more limp mode or 
annoying lights. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee. 


EGR Deletion 

No more having to buy 
expensive EGR valves. 

Lifetime Software Guarantee 



MOT’S 



Vehicle Remapping 

Eco Tune - Fuel Economy gains 

of up to 17%. 

Performance Tune - performance 
gains of up to 35%. 

50/50 - Increase fuel economy & power. 



Car Diagnostics 

Any make, any model. 
The most up to date 
equipment available. 


from 

£ 39 » 


Car 


AM Repair Work 
Undertaken At , ^ 

Competitive Prices loGrviCing 


Cardiff Road, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 2NW All major 


www.abservicecentre.co.uk 

Tel. 01446 735591 


WE ARE OPEN 

Monday - Friday 8.30am-5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1.00pm 


credit 
cards 
accepted 





Viim Hi 





06 56 AUDI Q7 3.0 TDi Quattro S Line 5-Dr Tip. 
Silver, Diesel, FSH, Sat Nav, Parking Sensors, 
Cruise & Climate Control, 6-CD Player, 1/2 Black 
Leather, 82k. 


£15,990 


08 08 MAZDA 6 2.0D TS 5-Dr. Grey 
1 Owner, FSH, Auto, Cruise & Climate 
Control, Alloys, CD Player, 45k. 


£6,290 



04 54 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 16v SRi 
5-Dr. Black, Alloys, Air Con, CD Player, 
E/WIndows, C/Locking, 75k 


£2,190 



10 10 PEUGEOT 308 1.6 HDi 90 S 
5-Dr. Silver, Diesel, Air Con, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, PAS, 67k 


£6,290 



£10,490 


08 58 MERCEDES BENZ S Class S320 
CDi 4-Dr. Silver, Diesel, Auto, Sat Nav, 
FSH, Full Black Leather, Cruise & Climate 
Control, MFSW, 74k. 


£15,990 



N Reg PEUGEOT Boxer 2.5 Chassis 
Cab. White, 5 Berth, Diesel, Shower, 
Cookers, CD Player, PAS, 28k. 


04 04 VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr. Red, Auto, 
Air Con, Alloys, CD Player, FSH, 1 Owner, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 38k. 


£4,490 


04 54 BMW 7 Series 730D SE 4-Dr 3.0 
Saloon. Silver, Auto, Sat Nav, Parking 
Sensors, Diesel, Climate & Cruise Control, 
Alloys, Full Black Leather, 72k. 


£7,790 



04 04 FORD Ka 1.3i Collection 
(70) 3-Dr. Black, CD Player, Air Con, 
E/WIndows, PAS, 61k. 


£1,790 


73^555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


07 57 RENAULT Clio 1.216v Ripcurl 
3-Dr. Blue, 1 Owner, Alloys, Air Con, 
CD Player, EAA/indows, C/Locking, 81k. 


_ £3,890 _ 

SAT NAV|^’ 
CF63 2NW 
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"Excellent customer service 
& technical knowledge 
throughout dealership 
location. The staff are all 
very helpful & professional 
with experience on all 
makes dealt with on site" 


German & Prestige Specialists 

Servicing, Diagnostics, Mechnical & Electronic 
Services for all German and Sports Cars 

Diagnostic Specialists 

Manufacturer Diagnostics, Coding and 
Programming for all European vehicles 


RAC Irispection Ofncer Nov 2012 


Our di s gnoat i c servioM are uaad by Sytnar. Str ata t o na, Dick LovaCt 
Farrari, Evans Halthaw, Sinclair and many othar frandi ia ad d s aiara. 



Formar Daalar Staff ax Franicbaa 

ATA Mastar Laval oartifiad and Manufacturar tralrtad 

BMW. Marcadas. Porsctia. VAG. Farrari Masarati. Lamborghini 

Daalar #Qu^pn>am & diagnoatica 

Up to 60% savings on daalar pricas 

Fraa Marcadas and Laxus Courtasy Cars inclucing Fraa Vahida 

Coliaction and Courtasy car drop off 

Country Wlda Sacovary ar>d Car XranaportatxMi 

Full Bodywork, Dant Repairs, Alloy Wheal rafurbs. Valeting/Detailing 

sarvicas availabla Accadanf Raoovary w^ Fraa Local Raeovary and 

full claims managamant sarvicas 

Huntar 4 Whaal Computarisad Alignment • Ex Marc Dealer Macbina 


100% RAC Inspection 

Members of Motor Codes which is 
Trading Standards Institute Approved 


✓ 


MOTOR INDUSTRY 
(X)Dt OF PRACTICE 

Svrvic* and Rtpoir 


OFT 


APPROVED COOe 



DEUTSCHE AUTO TECfUK 


5 & 10 Woodharn Road. Barry Docks CF63 4JE 
www.permoveo.ltd.uk 

Service & Repairs: 0800 033 7807 or 01446 732272 
Bodywork & Accident Solutions; 02921 660 906 
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53 MERCEDES 320 CLK 
Auto Avantqarde 

In ice blue, full leaTner trim, 
stylish sports coupe at 

£3,995 


2000 MAZDA MX5 
California 

In Yellow, 51,000 miles, very nice example at 

£3,495 


09 TOYOTA Auris 
1.6 TR 3-Dr 

In Light Met Blue, 35,000 Miles. 

£6,495 


09 FORD Fiesta 
Zetec S 1.6 

In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 2 owners 

£7,695 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 
3.0 Diesel 

White, full beige leather, 7,000 miles 

£59,995 



JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 
SZ3 

3-Dr, in burnt orange, 20,000 miles, 
low insurance 


£6,495 



60 RENAULT Wind 
Roadster D-Que 1.6 

In silver blue with black leather, 
24,000 miles 

£7,995 



07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 
Sport (90) 5-clr. 

In Yurquoise metalic. 31,000 miles with a/c 

£4,995 



06 CnRON C1 Vibe 
3-dr 

In yellow, 50,000 miles, low insurance 

£3,795 

All cars 

Just a small 


61 PORSCHE Cayenne 3.0 Diesel Auto. In white with 
full beige leather, 7,000 miles, too many extras to list . . 

.£59,995 

60 RENAULT Wind Roadster D-Que 1.6. In silver blue with 

black leather, 24,000 miles.£7,995 

09 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Zetec S. In vision blue, 43,000 miles, 
2 owners .£7,695 

59 FIAT 500 Sport 1.2. In red, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax, 

low insurance.£7,495 

08 FORD C-Max Zetec 1.6 Diesel in met blue, 51,000 

miles .£6,995 

08 TOYOTA Avensis 2.0 Diesel TR In met, 59,900 miles, 
very nice example at .£6,995 

54 JAGUAR SType 2.7 Diesel SE. In Jaguar Racing Green 

with full leather only 52,000 miles.£6,995 

09 TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 3-dr. In light met blue, 35,000 

miles .£6,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Design. In black with 
leather trim, 84,000 miles, 7-seater .£6,495 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance.£6,495 

11 PEUGEOT 107 Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr in yellow, 5,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£5,995 

09 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 5-dr. In black, a/c. alloys, etc. 

36,000 miles .£5,995 

09 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-dr. In silver, 43,000 miles, 

low insurance.£5,995 

08 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec 5-dr. In met black, low 

insurance + £30 road tax, excellent mpg .£5,995 

57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE Automatic. In red, 42,000 miles, 

very desirable.£5,995 

08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 Estate. In met gold, 29,000 miles, 2 

owners.£5,695 

57 VAUXHALL Zafira 2.2 SRi. In met silver. 46,000 miles, 

7-seater.£5,695 

09 SMART Four Two Passion Diesel Automatic. 

Black/silver, 43,000 miles, 1 owner.£5,495 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 

50,000 miles. Stylish hatch.£5,495 

04 MERCEDES C320 SE Automatic Sport Coupe. In 
silver, 46,000 miles with panoramic roof etc ... .£5,495 
57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c .£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic. Met grey, 52,000 

miles with air con.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 Club Auto 5-dr. In met gold, 

30,000 miles, a/c, cd .£4,995 

07 SEAT Altea 1.6 Reference Sport. In red, 62,000 miles 

.£4,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GTi (172) In silver, 42,000 miles, hot 
hatch .£4,995 

55 FORD Focus 2.0 Ghia Automatic. In met grey, low 

mileage, local example at.£4,995 

05 MINI Cooper In black with white roof, mirrors & stripped, 

78,000 miies .£4,995 

07 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Sport (90) 5-dr. inturquoise met. 

31,000 mioies with a/c.£4,995 

07 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6SX 5-dr. in met siiver, 54,000 

miies, ideai famiiy hatch.£4,695 

07 PEUGEOT 107 Sport XS. in biack with red trim, 

31,000 miies, £20 road tax.£4,695 

57 CITROEN Cl Cool 3-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, £30 
road tax, low insurance .£4,495 


06 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6 Colour 5-dr. In light met biue, 

70,000 miies, a/c, aiioys.£4,495 

08 CITROEN C3 Cachet 14 5-dr. In silver, 53,000 miles, low 
insurance.£4,295 

56 CITROEN C4 VTS Coupe. In met grey, 39,000 miles, 

high spec exampie at .£4,295 

54 LANDROVER Freelander 1.8SE 5-dr. in siiver, 74,000 

miies with a/c, ieather etc.£4,295 

05 FORD Focus 2.0 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black, usual Ghia 

refinements. 81,000 miies .£4,295 

06 FORD Focus 1.6 Diesel LX Estate. In silver, 86,000 

miles .£3,995 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Style Climate 5-dr. In glacier 
silver, 67,000 miles, £30 road tax, CD, Air Con . .£3,995 
06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 Sport 3-dr. In glacier blue, 61,000 
miles, £30 road tax.£3,995 

55 SMART Fourtwo Passion Convertible. In orange/ 

silver, 35,000 miles with a/c, £30 RFL .£3,995 

05 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.4. In silver blue, 52,000 miles, 
convertible at.£3,995 

53 MERCEDES 320 CLK Auto Avantgarde. In ice blue, full 

leather trim, stylish sports coupe at .£3,995 

06 CITROEN Cl Vibe 3-dr. In yellow, 50,000 miles, low 

insurance.£3,795 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive 5-dr. In met blue. 
Ideal family hatch at.£3,495 

57 FORD Ka Luxury. In silver with black leather trim, 

30,000 miles, a/c, alloys etc.£3,495 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 3-dr. In met blue, 

56,000 miles .£3,495 

55 RENAULT Modus Privilege Automatic. In gold, 34,000 

miles, superb example.£3,495 

05 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Climate Auto. In deep Rosso 

red. 46,000 miles.£3,495 

05 CITROEN C3 1.4SX. In black, 76,000 miles_£2,995 

05 ROVER 45 Club SE 1.9 Diesel 5-dr. In nightfire red. 
14,000 miles from new.£2,995 

54 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Automatic 5-dr. In dark 

met green, 44,000 miles.£2,995 

54 FORD Focus 1.6 Ghia Auto. In black, 71,000 miles, 

usual Ghia refinements .£2,995 

54 ALFA Romeo 156 Veloce 2.0 JTS. in met biue, 70,000 

miies, fuii ieather .£2,795 

54 FORD Focus 1.4 CL 5-dr in giacier biue. 60,000 miies, 

c/i, e/w, etc.£2,795 

04 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec Auto, in siiver mint, 80,000 

miies .£2,495 

06 CHEVROLET Lacetti 1.8 Sport 5-dr. in siiver with fuii 

ieather trim, 75,000 miies.£2,495 

52 ROVER 75 Connoisseur V6 SE Auto. In light met biue, 

45,000 miies, fuii ieather, sat nav, TV.£2,495 

04 FORD Ka Collection In aqua silver, 53,000 miles, low 

insurance.£2,395 

05 DAEWOO Lacetti 1.4 SE 5-dr. In met blue, 77,000 

miles, CD, e/windows, c/locking .£1,995 

02 HYUNDAI Agila 1.0 GSi 5-dr. In green, 44,000 miles, 
low insurance.£1,995 



08 FORD C-Max Zetec 
1.6 Diesel 

Met blue, 51,000 miles 

£6,995 



57 HONDA Jazz 1.4 SE 
Automatic 

In red, 42,000 miles, very desirable 

£5,995 



08 SKODA Fabia 2 1.6 
Estate 

In met gold, 29,000 miles 2 owners 

£5,695 



11 PEUGEOT 107 
Urban Lite 1.0 3-dr 

Yellow, 5,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£5,995 


RBC 


supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

I sefection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLI • AH CARS HPi CHAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • AH MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 


^ black x)rs^ 
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Kenfig end 
season with 
solid victory 



LEFT: 

Karl Davies 
breaks 
through two 
Skewen 
defenders. 

PICTURES 

BYPETER 

GILLING 




AFTER a recent 
revival, Skewen 
Barbarianas were in 
with an outside 
chance of avoiding 
relegation but they 
had to defeat Kenfig 
Hill in this 
Wednesday evening 
fixture in the Mules’ 
final game of the 
season. 

Skewen took a batter¬ 
ing ram approach to the 
game but Kenfig Hill 
were not intimidated and 
played some skilful 
rugby and opened the 
scoring with a fine indi¬ 
vidual try by scrum half 
Tom Briggs. 

Skewen replied with a 
try by Aled Mogford, 
converted by Anthony 
Buselli. 

Kenfig Hill then suf¬ 
fered a yellow card and 
almost held out from sus¬ 
tained Skewen pressure 
with outside half Nicky 
Giles making some 
tremendous clearance 
kicks under pressure. 

After what appeared to 
be a perfectly good clear¬ 
ance off the line, the ref¬ 
eree awarded the visitors 
a penalty try which was 
converted by Buselli. 

This gave a halftime 
score of Kenfig Hill 5, 
Skewen 14. 

Kenfig Hill made a 
good start to the second 
half with winger Shaun 
Burnell being denied two 


tries through refereeing 
decisions before he final¬ 
ly forced his way over in 
the comer. 

He followed up with 
his second try of the 
game when he outpaced 
the visitors’ defence to 
again go over in the cor¬ 
ner. 

After a particularly 
unsavoury incident by 
the visitors’, a mass 
brawl broke out and two 
Kenfig Hill players were 
shown the red card along 
with a Skewen player. 

By this time Kenfig 
Hill were totally in com¬ 
mand of the game and all 
Skewen had to offer was 
some desperate defence. 

Kenfig Hill lost anoth¬ 
er player with a yellow 
card but the 12-man 
Mules team were in total 
command and full back 
Raymond Evans scored a 
brilliant individual try, 
taking the ball on the half 
way line and sidestep¬ 
ping his way over to 
score. 

Chris Tossell also 


came on as substitute and 
blasted his way through, 
but was stopped inches 
from the line, and the 
Mules pressed hard until 
the final whistle. This 
gave a final score of 
Kenfig Hill 20, Skewen 
14. 

Although the score 
was close, Kenfig Hill 
were never in any danger 
of losing this game 
thanks to a splendid all 
round performance by 
the team. 

Raymond Evans was 
named as man of the 
match with brothers Ben 
and Dan Jones standing 
out. Youth captain Kyle 
Davies stood out at wing 
forward and Teaghan 
Price had another good 
game in the second row. 

Congratulations to 
prop Lewis David and his 
partner Anwen who have 
become proud parents of 
a son, William Rees. 
Mother, baby and proud 
father are all doing well. 

GOS 


PORTHCAWL BASKETBALLERS 
SHINE AT WELSH SCHOOL FINALS 



PORTHCAWL 
Comprehensive 
School basketball 
finished their season 
recently with an 
unprecedented dou¬ 
ble at the Welsh 
Schools Basketball 
finals, held at 
Bangor University, 
north Wales. 

Both the under-14 
boys and girls teams had 
qualified for the finals as 
champions of south 
Wales beating all comers, 
but the accolade of Welsh 
champions was not a for¬ 
gone conclusion. 

The boys met St 
Gerards of north Wales 
in the semi-final, and a 
tough encounter ensued 
with all squad members 
getting court time as the 
previous day’s long 
coach journey was still 
very much in their legs. 

Porthcawl ran out 
eventual winners 42-33, 
with top scorer Morgan 
Carter weighing in with 
an impressive 18 points, 
ably assisted by the 
industrious Gabriel 
Williams Rumble, who 
scored 17. 

Next up on court were 
the under-14 girls. 
Standing between them 
and the Welsh title were 
St Cyres of Penarth. Both 
teams had Welsh interna¬ 
tionals playing for them, 
and consequently the 
standard was high. 
However, there was only 
ever one team in control, 
and that was Porthcawl. 

The teamwork and 
commitment from the 
girls in red was some¬ 
thing to behold as they 
completely dominated 
their much taller oppo¬ 
nents, and were deserv¬ 
ing of their 33-10 victory. 

Welsh international 
Emily Stradling con¬ 
tributed 14 points with 
fellow international (on 
loan from Cynffig 
Comprehensive) Sophie 
Evans scoring 10. 


The game was over¬ 
seen by Lee Coulson, 
head coach for Welsh 
girls basketball, and he 
was full of praise for the 
Porthcawl ‘team ethic’ 
and afterwards identified 
Lucy Edwards as a 
potential star of the 
future. 

A nerve-wracking day 
for a large group of trav¬ 
elling Porthcawl support¬ 
ers was rounded off with 
the under-14 boys final 
against arch-rivals St 
Richard Gwyn from 
Barry. 

Having already played 
each other three times 
this season in various 
competitions, the 

Seasiders held a slight 
advantage, leading 2-1 in 
the series. The last of 


those victories came the 
week before in the 
Cardiff and Vale 
Schoolboys’ final. 

However, this was to 
count for little as the 
boys from Barry raced 
into an early four point 
lead, taking advantage of 
Porthcawl nerves. 

This was the last time 
St Richard Gwyn were to 
be in front, as Porthcawl 
switched into overdrive 
and put their opponents 
in their place. 

Led by point guard 
Ben Merchant and for¬ 
ward Morgan Carter, the 
Seasiders denied wave 
after wave of pressure, 
hitting their opponents 
on the fast break counter¬ 
ing with lightning speed 
down court. 


Gabriel Williams 
Rumble was a rock in 
defence, frustrating the 
Barry boys time and 
again. 

Converted rugby play¬ 
ers Euan Manley and 
Leon Evans were equally 
effective in defence and 
attack, winning countless 
rebounds. 

Oh Martin stepped up 
and shared guard duties 
with young Merchant 
when he was off court or 
flattened to the floor by 
an increasingly frustrated 


opposition. 

A tense final five min¬ 
utes saw St Richard 
Gwyn chip away at 
Porthcawl’s 10 point 
lead, but the Cardiff and 
Vale champions regained 
their composure, and 
crowned a memorable 
season with the Welsh 
Schools title, winning 
41-34. 

The final whistle was 
greeted with cheers of 
jubilation as friends and 
family celebrated a hard 
fought victory. AS 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

bridgend-todap. co. uk 




































